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The climate crisis is already affecting lives 
around the world

• The number of climate and weather-related disasters has been increasing since 
the 1960s and has risen almost 35% since the 1990s.

• In the past ten years, 83% of all disasters triggered by natural hazards were 
caused by extreme weather and climate-related events, such as floods, 
storms and heatwaves.

• Extreme weather- and climate-related disasters have killed more than 410,000 
people in the past ten years, the vast majority in low and lower-middle-income 
countries.

• A further 1.7 billion people around the world have been affected by climate 
and weather-related disasters during the past decade.
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Children and Youth

… and disasters and climate change don’t 
play fair

Urban Poor Indigenous People

Older People and Persons
with Disabilities

Role of Gender Migrants and 
Displaced Persons
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No one is immune
• Most deadly disaster of 2019: European heatwaven (3500 deaths)

• Most deadly disaster of 2020 so far: European heatwave (>1900 in France, >2500 
in UK, >650 in NL, +++)

(likely many more in Europe and around the world -- in many countries we are
not even counting)

Note: risk increasing rapidly due to climate change (e.g. Vautard et al. 2019)
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Warnings we can use, 
actions that are in time

• anticipatory action (last mile)

• forecast-based financing

• linking risk management and

adaptation (incl in NAPs and NDCs)
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Where Does the Funding Go?

• Funding for climate change 
adaptation and DRR does not appear 
to consistently prioritize the most 
vulnerable countries

• The most high-risk countries, Somalia, 
Afghanistan, Myanmar and South 
Sudan, all received less than 3 Swiss 
francs per person.

Smart Financing: Getting the Money Where 
It’s Needed Most



Five key messages on the pre-2020 ambitions:

1. We are already witnessing limits to adaptation.
Climate risk management includes coping with impacts.

2. While we are seeing an increase in integrated risk management approaches, 
silos still exist within institutional and financing mechanisms

3. Finance is still not reaching those most at risk in a timely manner. 

4. We are seeing many promising initiatives that link government ambitions 
and action by non-state actors (e.g. REAP, InsuResilience, Partners for 
Resilience), increasingly also connected to NAPs and NDCs – but still not at 
sufficient scale.

5. We have increasing concern about systemic, compound and cascading risks


