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Template for non-Party stakeholders’ inputs 
for the Talanoa Dialogue 
Question 1 – Where are we?

This template is meant to guide non-Party stakeholders (organization(s), coalition(s), initiative(s) and/or sector(s) etc.) in providing inputs that are relevant and impactful to the Talanoa Dialogue process. Using such the template is not mandatory, however, the High-level Champions encourage non-Party stakeholders to use such a structure to facilitate capturing and highlighting the key messages across the three questions.

Where are we? 
The commitment (planned and/or announced) as well as the actions taken so far that are in line with aims of Paris Agreement, the 1.5/2 degrees’ goal and the transition towards a net-zero emission society by this mid-century [Maximum 300 words]
	[bookmark: _Hlk528182128]People of faith are on the front lines of action at the grassroots level.  Scripture and our faith guide our concern for our neighbour.  

Climate change devastation is felt by all of creation.  The earth is facing a climate crisis. Globally we are experiencing increased frequency and severity of intensified weather patterns and temperature extremes.  These life-threatening conditions are resulting in floods, droughts, wildfires, and sea level rising that are leading to degradation of the earth. All of this is negatively impacting the earth’s inhabitants at rates that are unprecedented. The faith community brings a different bottom line to this challenge that reaches beyond economic gain, convenience, and the maximizing of profit and consumption.  The faith community is familiar with the notion of sacrifice for a greater good.  Our social teachings guide our actions in advocating for environmental well-being and social justice.

Climate change is truly a matter of life and death, especially for the most vulnerable who are disproportionately impacted. They are often people of color or the economically impoverished who are ill-equipped to deal with the impacts of climate change. Additionally, the world views on the environmental status of earth are fragmented.  We are in an uncomfortable place with a lack of unity.  The historical quest for prosperity creates in humanity an inclination to exhibit behaviours that embraces societal ills that pit one person against another with economic gain at all costs becoming the driving force in life. There is a need to find common ground, to care for all of creation, and to build a sustainable environment

[bookmark: _GoBack]The situation seems dire, but people of faith recognize the value and rewards of serving and lifting up others.  We are committed to overcoming barriers by building communities that are resilient in the face of the escalating climate crisis. 






Progress made so far against the above commitments, including success stories, case studies and gaps [Maximum 300 words]
	Scripture and our faith instil in us a level of hope that can only be from God.  We know as God’s stewards of all creation, that the power of prayer is immense.  It is here that we start; and seek wisdom and guidance.

Our knowledge tells us that reaching 100% renewable energy is a critical factor in obtaining a zero-carbon society and staying below 1.5oC . Our experience tells us that transitioning must be well planned to avoid unintended consequences. The transition must be done strategically to incorporate education, social protections and job security for all.  There must be an understanding of all factors associated with the local economy and downstream supply chain impacts. The transition must not trample upon the human rights of indigenous and other vulnerable communities or degrade eco-systems (e.g. communities displaced by large hydro electric dams, woods or woods cut down for solar farms.)  The transition must address the livelihood of all people, ensuring a positive future in renewable energy or other sectors for those in the fossil fuel dependent jobs. The transition must be and can be done in a manner that improves the economic opportunities, health and social wellbeing.  This is possible since renewable energy offers potentially tremendous co-benefits that include positive impacts on health; greater accessibility of energy to all; and increased number of jobs.  Renewable energy’s cost effectiveness is beginning to rival that of the fossil fuel-based energy sector.  

Just transitions must be well developed, and executed with deliberation such that no employee or community is stranded. The faith-based community’s experience teaches us to listen; and to take time to understand and comprehend the knowledge that has been passed from generation to generation. We accompany the most vulnerable. Only with accompaniment with and respect for all do we see lasting/sustainable developments.





Quantitative impact so far with respect to mitigation, adaptation, resilience and/or finance [Maximum 300 words]
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