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An Interfaith Submission 

Question 1 – Where are we?

Submitted by World Council of Churches, ACT Alliance, Brahma Kumaris, Green Faith, Franciscan International, QUNO (Quaker United Nation Office) Islamic Relief, Dominican for Justice and Peace, Aytzim Ecological Judaism, CIDSE, Bumi Project,  CYNESA (Catholic Youth Network for Environmental Sustainability in Africa) The Episcopal Diocese of California, Inter-religious Climate and Ecology (ICE)Network WSCF ( World Student Christian Federation) 
Where are we? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The commitment (planned and/or announced) as well as the actions taken so far that are in line with aims of Paris Agreement, the 1.5/2 degrees’ goal and the transition towards a net-zero emission society by this mid-century [Maximum 300 words]
	
As faith based organisations and faith communities, we have engaged with climate change policy and action for many years as a peace and justice concern, advocating for and mobilising towards just, rights-based approaches to transform our human activities feeding this crisis, while protecting those most vulnerable to the consequences. We support the Paris Agreement and its goals, particularly to pursue a global effort to limit temperature rises to 1.5C, while strengthening global resilience to its impacts. Millions of our members, constituencies, partners and communities are on the front line of the adverse impacts of climate change to humans and the ecosystems on which our lives depend. Already we face unprecedented changes that have left communities extremely vulnerable, threatening loss of life, health, human mobility, cultural heritage, and livelihoods. 





Progress made so far against the above commitments, including success stories, case studies and gaps [Maximum 300 words]
	Many of our faith communities have made significant contributions to climate policy and action. In addition to our advocacy, mobilisation, capacity building and education, we are building more resilient and sustainable communities. We call for accountability in ourselves and our decision makers, taking responsibility for the impact or our lifestyles on the climate system.  We have divested and called for greater divestment from fossil fuels; we have contributed humanitarian aid to communities affected by extreme weather events; we have advocated for sustainable agriculture, production and consumption in our personal lives, our communities and countries; and we have raised ethical and moral arguments for climate justice. These we shall continue to do in good faith as a sign of our commitment to our religious teachings, and shared love and compassion.  Love, rather than fear, can still lead humanity through this crisis.






Quantitative impact so far with respect to mitigation, adaptation, resilience and/or finance [Maximum 300 words]
	To protect the most vulnerable communities now, and all our future generations, we must all act urgently to increase ambition of our collective action as a human society. Our economic and development models remain carbon and pollution intensive, seeking unlimited growth on a planet with limited natural resources.  People in poorer countries experience greater threats to their lives and livelihoods, yet have few resources to support their resilience.  We are concerned that the ambitious and positive spirit of the Paris Agreement is being lost in returned struggles over power and economic competition, while help for those most exposed and least responsible for current climate change is avoided. There are many unkept promises, shockingly low financial help, and little accountability for actions.
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