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Procedural background

▪ The Supervisory Body at its 11th meeting, when considering the regulatory documents for 

programmes of activities, also noted that the secretariat will be developing a Glossary of 

Article 6.4 mechanism terms containing common and key terms used in these documents 

to promote ease of use.
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Purpose

▪ The purpose of the development of the Glossary of terms is to provide a list of terms 

relating to the Article 6.4 mechanism to facilitate a common understanding of terminology 

used in the Article 6.4 mechanism documentation and consistency across the 

mechanism’s documentation. 
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Key issues and proposed solutions

▪ As per the “Decision and documentation framework” (A6.4-INFO-GOV-005), the glossary

belongs to the Article 6.4 supplementary documents that contain non-mandatory

supplemental information and represent Tier 4 in the hierarchy of documents.

▪ Being a Tier 4 type of document, the Glossary of terms is subordinate to Tiers 1 to 3

documents including the Paris Agreement, CMA decisions, Article 6.4 mechanism

standards, procedures as well as Article 6.4 mechanism tools.

▪ The Glossary of terms is to be read in conjunction with the Article 6.4 rules and

requirements. If a term is defined in the glossary and also in the Article 6.4 mechanism

rules and requirements, the definition contained in the Article 6.4 mechanism rules and

requirements shall take precedence in case of any inconsistency.



Agenda item 3.1.

Paragraph 17 of the annotated agenda, Annex 5

5

Key issues and proposed solutions

The Glossary of terms compiles three types of terms and definitions:

▪ Terms and definitions sourced from already adopted Article 6.4 rules and regulations

including CMA decisions;

▪ Terms and definitions which are adapted from the Clean Development Mechanism having

the same meaning;

▪ Terms and definitions which are newly formulated in the context of Article 6.4 mechanism.
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Key issues and proposed solutions

▪ The MEP at its 10th meeting, provided input to the draft “Glossary: Article 6.4 mechanism 

terms”, which includes common and key terms used in the various Article 6.4 rules and 

regulations applicable to the Article 6.4 mechanism activities. Some term definitions were 

identified as :

▪ Needing improvement

Terms identified as needing improvement were flagged for further work when their 

respective parent documents are next revised.

▪ Being defined slightly differently across various standards. 

Where definitions differed, the most recent version of the definition was included in 

the glossary. 
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Impacts

▪ Provide stakeholders with a consolidated list of terms and definitions of Article 6.4

mechanism and clarify the most used terms and definitions.

▪ Ensure consistency of terminology use across regulatory documents.
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Recommendations to the Supervisory Body

▪ The Supervisory Body may wish to adopt the draft “Glossary: Article 6.4 mechanism terms” 

as presented with modifications as appropriate.
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Subsequent work and timelines

▪ The Glossary will be kept up to date and new terms and definitions will be added and 

modified on a continuous basis as the regulatory framework under the Article 6.4 

mechanism continues to develop. 

9



Agenda item 3.1.

Paragraph 17 of the annotated agenda, Annex 5

Stakeholders input: American Forest Foundation

▪ As a participating member in SHIFT-CM, the American Forest Foundation has engaged in 

developing guidance alongside research priorities to support the emergence of the next generation of 

carbon markets. This includes developing a glossary of updated definitions, that were agreed upon 

by a wide range of experts, academics, standards, and practitioners within SHIFT-CM, and also by 

the technical advisory groups AFF.

▪ The American Forest Foundation urges the SBM to consider harmonizing its definitions alongside 

SHIFT-CM. Specifically, to consider the following definitions regarding durability: Durability 

Threshold, Estimated Durability, Guaranteed Durability and Realized Durability.   

These terms are not used in the 6.4 regulatory documents and introduce new concepts

Recommend not to include these terms in the glossary.
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SBM comments
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