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1.- Where are we?
“The story of a lost decade that need to be solved”
The humanity is in an important stage of its history in this Planet, in which countries are trying to change their mentalities and behaviors, in the light of scientific information and local and indigenous knowledge, in order to alleviate the development pressure on the natural cycles that make life possible on the Earth.

These are the times to take definitions to rebuild the economies in our countries, through the diversification and taking care of our natural resources. These are the times marked by the urgent need to rethink our countries’ economies, towards a more humane and environmentally conscious development, based on respect and solidarity and oriented to equity, justice and Good Living (Buen Vivir), where profit is a mean and not an end.
Regarding our views on the history of the UNFCCC process we see 3 historical milestones.

In 2009 we said no to the “Copenhagen accord” because we were convinced that the peoples of the world deserved something much better and we committed in this endeavors. Thanks to that we got in 2012 the second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol (KP2) and in 2015 the new born Paris Agreement on Climate Change.

But then the Kyoto Protocol and its second commitment period were abandoned by many of significant members. Its ratification still depends nowadays in around 40 countries, so it has not entry into force yet.
Since the two years of negotiations in the Bali Action Plan approved in the COP-13 of Bali (2007), then the eight years of the KP2 (2012-2020) we can call this era as “the lost decade” in climate change actions. 

Now the recent history in the Convention Framework is divided with the year 2020. This period is used to make reference to the time before the Paris Agreement or “pre-2020” and the after Kyoto Protocol era. Apparently there’s much more expectation in the period after the Kyoto Protocol with the new agreement.

In the post 2020 era, we try to balance the reality of the historical responsibilities and the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and the sense of a “common home”, because we all live in the same house and we all need to act together. But what we cannot ignore is that the less responsible in the generation of this problem are the ones that are suffering the most, and that developing countries have the right and the obligation to develop in a nationally determined way and to eradicate poverty, besides with the struggle against the devastations caused be the global warming and the extremely climate events.

With the experience gained in the Kyoto Protocol, we built the Paris Agreement as a non mitigation centric agreement with a totally different approach from the Kyoto Protocol. We obtained more options to help the developing countries to implement its goals on climate change recognized as “the means of implementation of the agreement”: the technology mechanism; adaptation at the same level of mitigation with the co-benefits approach, the notion on loss and damage was included, climate justice, human rights and the recognition of Mother Earth.

We achieved the ratification of the Paris agreement and we saw this fact as a multilateral success, but knowing that it was insufficient to achieve the goal to stabilize the global temperature on the earth. Nevertheless, we are committed to make it work, through the review and updating cycles.

And at national level, what have been done in Venezuela? Please let me share a quote to show something that defines our national identity to help you to understand us.

Back in our history Simón Bolívar, our Liberator, called himself: “the man of the difficulties”. At that time everything appears to be adverse to him, but he was so committed with the cause of independence that no obstacles were unsurmountable. This is the spirit that moves the Venezuelan people, and when we delineate a goal no matters the difficulties, we will do everything in our power to pursue it and climate change is one of this goal incorporated as the 5th Objective in the National Plan of Government legated by our leader Commander Hugo Chávez Frías.

In Venezuela we have done the international and national work on climate change, knowing that never is enough:

· Ratification of the Paris Agreement on Climate Change and the formalization of the first NDC to the UNFCCC Secretariat.
· Ratification of the Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol.
· 2nd National Communication, and National GHG Inventories: we are responsible of the 0,49% of the global emissions.

· Adoption of the Kigali Amendment of the Montreal Protocol as another important instrument to reduce the global warming and the climate change adverse effects.
· Venezuela organized the first Social Pre COP in October 2014, a year previous to the COP-21 of Paris to collaborate with the UNFCCC process adding the expectations of all the non-state actors to the Paris Agreement on Climate Change.
· We got a position as a Vice Chair in the Bureau of the IPCC in the 2015: an opportunity to involve all our national research institutions in the thematic of climate change.

· Venezuela among the countries signatories of the Solar Alliance in India, March 2018.

· Political commitment with the issue at all levels: Presidential, Ministries, Legislative, local levels, universities, research institutions, nongovernmental.

· National Government Plan with a line of action to “Contribute to the preservation of life in the planet and the salvation of the human species”.

· Creation of the biggest national park in the world in the 2017: “Caura” that comprised the most pristine area of Venezuela. (150 thousand km2)

· Humanitarian Task Force “Simón Bolívar” to give international help and support in case of natural disasters caused by extreme weather events. This Task Force helped Cuba, Dominica, Barbuda and others in the most difficult times experienced in the Caribbean last year with the super hurricanes, in September 2017.

2.- Where do we want to go?

“Climate Change actions should imply solidarity”
Many nations are already suffering from the impacts of climate change in different ways, but now the impacts are hitting harder, increasingly affecting lives of innocent people in countries with no historical responsibilities in the generation of this problem.

For this reason, we strongly believe that these are times for solidarity and responsible action, for all nations to come together in a fair and effective struggle against climate change and its negative consequences: is the time to build sustainable peace and to pool all resources we have to contribute to poverty eradication and sustainable development in the light of equity and climate justice. Cooperation must be the key in the common cause against climate change. The common fight against global warming must be above the political intolerance, messages of hate and threats of war. 
At national levels, we have built a national platform that will allow us to start the implementation of all the international agreements:

· We have committed to avoid an increase of our emissions in 20% for 2030 in our first NDC of the Paris Agreement on Climate Change.

· With Chinese technology, we have built a desalination plant. We have planned to build 116 plants in the north part of the country before 2020. This part of the country has the worst scenario of water scarcity caused by climate change.

· The diversification of the economy will require sustainable energy consumption, for that it is important to preserve our natural ecosystems to protect our main source of energy: water.

· We don’t want to step back of an energy mix based in 70% of renewables.

· We are planning to install solar PV with the recent global Solar Alliance.

At regionals levels we are working with our first regional rings:

· Caribbean states through the Petro-Caribe initiative; we are preparing to complement our cooperation with two new options the Petro-Caribe Solar and Petro-Caribe Water.
· Association of Caribbean States to exchange support in addressing the impacts of extreme weather events in the tourism sector, with the recently Second Cooperation Conference in Margarita in 2018 to consider how to collaborate in the area of Risk Reduction, Building Resilience to disasters, the preservation and protection of the Caribbean Sea. 
· Amazonian Cooperation Treaty: for preserving our forest, our biodiversity and to also save the lands of our indigenous peoples.

· ALBA an approach based in the solidarity and complementary of common interests.

· South America: we strongly believe the integration challenges have a significant role to play in climate change.
3.- How do we go there?

At a global scale
A credible, acceptable and effective global plan of action must be based in the spirit of solidarity, the sense of a common home and future, and must include the recognition of the historical responsibilities and the common but differentiated responsibilities and the respective capabilities. This is very well encased in the Principles and Provisions of the Framework Convention, which must remained as our guiding light together with the Paris Agreement as a complementary implementation framework.

The notion of solidarity in the Paris Agreement is also to avoid the repetition of unfortunate past history, remain in the agreement and its implementation will help others to do so.
Keep it global! Multilateral agreements are vital for global and national implementation. Unilateral measures that affect other countries should be avoided. The role of the Framework Convention as a multilateral forum to reach workable, just and acceptable arrangements for all parties is crucial for fruitful cooperation.
The level of mitigation and adaptation ambition will be closely related to international cooperation received from the developed countries with historical responsibilities. The provision of means of implementation to developing parties is a key component of successful climate action at a national and global level. International cooperation and support, not leaving anybody behind.

There are examples and experiences that can be replicated in the same regions and countries.

The Technology Mechanism needs to be strengthen by an integrated approach with climate finance so as to support the development and transfer of socially and environmentally sound technologies. At the moment there are not provisions that ensure sufficient and predictable finance for the mechanism in the long term. Additionally, it is important to ensure that intellectual property rights and agreements are not interpreted or implemented in a manner that limits or prevents any Party from taking any measures to promote adaptation or mitigation to climate change, including the possibility to adapt, modify or improve existent technologies according to cultural, social or geographical needs or characteristics.
It is important to keep a clear view of the roles and functions of different actors and stakeholders. Everybody in the planet is actually or potentially in danger by climate change. All institutions, organizations and people have risks to avoid, roles to play and the right to participate in the decision making process at the appropriate level but role confusion can be very damaging; leading to conflicts of interest and ultimately injustice and lack of credibility and trust. The UNFCCC, as a multilateral space under the UN regime, is a space for governments. It is important to have spaces for the equitable participation of stakeholders like social groups, indigenous people and local communities; but the decision process under the UNFCCC must remained a clear and unquestionable, party driven process.

Connecting with other multilateral fora: SDGs, Montreal Protocol, etc. Building coherence among the international agreements reached and the national progress in reducing emissions of GHG.
At a national scale
· We have a national plan of government until 2019; and a second edition for the period 2019- 2025 with a broad objective in Climate Change.

· We have national institutions working in different areas related to the climate change plans.
· We have implemented a national cryptocurrency “The Petro” associated to the development of climate change related projects as Photovoltaic and Desalination plants.

· We are on the tracks for implementing our first NDC in the framework of the Paris Agreement on Climate Change.
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