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A globally-coordinated and sustained ocean
observing system of scientifically and societally
relevant biological essential ocean variables is
urgently needed to systematically asses the
status of the ocean’s biodiversity and ecosys-
tems. Tracking how ocean life is responding to
increased human use and climate change will
empower the global community to predict,
mitigate, and manage our ocean.

Biological Essential Ocean Variables

Essential Ocean Variables (EOVS) provide one approach to coordinat-
ing the observing community. They contribute to the marine biodi-
versity framework of Essential Biodiversity Variables and deliver to the.
Global Climate Observing System as Essential Climate Variables
(ECVS)

GOOS recommends the monitoring of ten biological essential ocean
variables to document trends in diversity. distribution and abun-
dance of marine life globally.
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Observing networks are the building blocks of a comprehensive
¥ observing system. Observing networks need to be effectively
e coordinated to provide the coverage and frequency of observations
that make their data relevant to national and international policy
& w -- and management decisions. Networks contributing to the
comprehensive observing systems will require standard operating
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procedures (SOPs), technology transfer, and in-country support,
especially in developing nations.

. Fully contributing observing networks will have these attributes
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Implementation in the next decade:
aroadmap

Sustainability - surveys produce information on trends over time and are infended fo be
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