Case study 
on policies and measures, description of the target under the Convention and use of units from market-based mechanisms, not specific to EU member States

Materials for case study
· Extract from the BR3 (below)
· Extract from the BR CTF tables (separate file)
· BR checklist (separate file)
· Table on findings from TRR.3 (below)
· Review Practice Guidance – 2019 update (proposal)
Exercise
This exercise is focused on review challenges identified by the ERTs during review of BRs related to: description of the target under the Convention, estimates of mitigation impacts of policies and measures and the use of units from MBMs. 
Please read the extract from the BR3 below that covers description of the target and mitigation actions. Check the corresponding BR CTF tables in separate file. Write your initial findings in BR checklist and fill-in the tables of findings in the TRR.3. 
You can consult RPG for suggested approaches in reviewing these parts of the BR.
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Extract from BR3
A. Description of quantified economy wide emission reduction target under the Convention
Party has a target under the Convention of 25 per cent below the 1990 (base year) level by 2020. The target covers emissions of CO2, CH4, N2O, HFCs, PFCs and NF3 using global warming potential values from the AR4. The base year for PFCs and NF3 is 1995. Emissions and removals from the LULUCF sector are included in the quantified economy-wide emission reduction target under the Convention.
Party plans to use market-based mechanisms for compliance purposes to meet its target. Mechanisms under the Kyoto Protocol will be used to meet the target. The net contribution of units acquired through the mechanisms could be about 10 million tonnes for the whole 2013-2020 period. Party plans to acquire the units at the end of the compliance period.
B. Mitigation actions
1. Cross-cutting mitigation actions
MA1 – Fossil fuel taxes
Party has had taxes on fossil fuels in some form since the 1970s. The 2014 energy and climate act integrated and expanded these taxes to cover all fossil fuels at a rate proportional to their carbon emissions (MA1). By raising prices, the energy taxes serve as an economic incentive to end users to decrease consumption and to switch to more efficient equipment or energy sources. This is considered a cross-cutting mitigation action because it complements many other mitigation actions by making them more effective.
2. Sectoral mitigation actions
2.1 Energy
Demand-Side
· MA2 – Minimum energy efficiency standards for new buildings have existed since the 1990s, gradually becoming more stringent over time. The current standard will be replaced in 2020 with a requirement that all new residential and commercial buildings be built to near-passive levels of efficiency.
· MA3 - Replacement of fossil fuel heating systems with heat pumps in residential and commercial buildings. This measure was created by the 2014 energy and climate act and is funded through 2025 with $10 million annually from taxes on heavy oil used for heating. It promotes the conversion of fossil fuel heating systems in existing buildings to electric heat pumps, with an emphasis on buildings in urban areas that still use heavy oil.
· MA4 - Energy efficiency program for energy renovation of existing buildings, which provides incentives for more energy efficient construction practices. The program targets older buildings, particularly those with performance in the bottom quartile of the building stock.
· MA5 - Increasing energy efficiency in industry. This program provides technical assistance and incentives to Party’s large industrial operators in order to improve the efficiency of industrial processes for the purpose of reducing emissions.
· MA6 - Incentives for efficient lighting and appliances. This program provides point of sale discounts for LED light bulbs and fixtures, as well as efficient electrical appliances and HVAC equipment.
Supply-Side
· MA7 - Party established a Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) for all public and private providers of electricity. This standard started at 5% in 2015 and grows to 30% in 2030.
· MA8 - Feed-in tariffs to support the installation of renewable energy sources in distributed electricity generation
2.2 Transport
· MA9 - Party has implemented fuel economy standards for new passenger cars that should achieve 135 g CO2/km by 2015 and 100 g CO2/km by 2020. 
· MA10 – Party created an incentive program to encourage the purchase of Electric Vehicles. This measure was created by the 2014 energy and climate act and is funded through 2025 with $20 million annually from fossil fuel taxes on transport. The program aims to achieve the goal that electric vehicles make up of 10% of new vehicles sold in 2025.

2.3 Industrial processes
In industrial processes sector, Party is implementing Green maintenance scheme of equipment that contains F-gases (MA11). The main objective is to ban releasing of F-gases into the air while performing activities of collecting, leakage testing, maintenance or servicing of appliances and equipment. Mitigation impacts of this measure is extremely difficult to estimate due to lack of reliable activity data on the number of appliances and equipment in the country. Party has started to develop national inventory of equipment that contains F-gases but coverage is approximately 50 per cent at the moment (2016).
2.4 Agriculture
In agriculture sector, Party is heavily investing in research and development of improvement of N-fertilizer application methods (MA12) by new slow-release fertilizers suitable for growing corn and wheat (fertilizers coated with polymers especially). Research suggests the possibility of reduced need of fertilizer application per hectare with unchanged or increased revenues, including reduced emissions of nitrogen due to soil losses. At the moment, it is unclear when this measure could be implemented owing to the fact that it is in early stage of research, and therefore notation key “NE” was used.
2.5 Waste
In waste sector, Party is focused on reducing the amount of disposed organic and biodegradable waste by separate collecting system (MA13) and subsequent incineration of separately collected organic component of fossil-origin (mostly plastic waste) with energy recovery (MA11). In the period 2013-2020 mitigation impact of these two measures is estimated at 7,000.00 kt CO2 eq.
2.6 LULUCF
In the LULUCF sector, Party is focused on reclaiming lost forest land and sustainable forestry practices. There are ten ongoing pilot projects (MA14) for improving forest management practices for Party’s two main types of forests. These pilot projects will undergo assessment in 2025. No estimates have been made for mitigation effects since the assessment may have results that are different from the initial forecasts.
3. Other measures
3.1 Education
[bookmark: _GoBack]Party is increasing climate change awareness (MA15) among primary and secondary students by introducing mandatory curriculum as part of Science subject in 2015 to raise awareness on change impacts, mitigation and adaptation. Due to its nature, it is not possible to estimate mitigation impact of this measure.
Tables on ERT’s findings from TRR
Table 1
Findings on the quantified economy-wide emission reduction target from the review of the third biennial report 
	No.
	Reporting requirement, issue type and assessment
	Description of the finding with recommendation or encouragement

	1
	Reporting requirement specified in
Choose an item.
	The Party [reported that] [did not report] … in its BR3. The ERT noted that this is not in accordance to the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs. [Please include incomplete or non-transparent information and reference to the reporting requirement this incomplete or non-transparent information is linked to.] 
During the review [Party] [explained that] [provided information on] … [Please include additional information provided by the Party during the review]
The ERT [recommends] [encourages] … [Include ERT finding]


	
	Issue type:
Choose an item.
	

	
	Assessment:
recommendation
	

	2
	Reporting requirement specified in 
Choose an item.
	The Party [reported that] [did not report] … in its BR3. The ERT noted that this is not in accordance to the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs. [Please include incomplete or non-transparent information and reference to the reporting requirement this incomplete or non-transparent information is linked to.] 
During the review [Party] [explained that] [provided information on] … [Please include additional information provided by the Party during the review]
The ERT [recommends] [encourages] … [Include ERT finding]

	
	Issue type:
Choose an item.
	

	
	Assessment:
recommendation
	


Note: Paragraph number listed under reporting requirement refers to the relevant paragraph of the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs. The reporting on the requirements not included in this table is considered to be complete, transparent and adhering to the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs.

Table 2
Findings on the mitigation actions and their effects from the review of the third biennial report 
	No.
	Reporting requirement, issue type and assessment
	Description of the finding with recommendation or encouragement

	1
	Reporting requirement specified in
Choose an item.
	The Party [reported that] [did not report] … in its BR3. The ERT noted that this is not in accordance to the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs. [Please include incomplete or non-transparent information and reference to the reporting requirement this incomplete or non-transparent information is linked to.] 
During the review [Party] [explained that] [provided information on] … [Please include additional information provided by the Party during the review]
The ERT [recommends] [encourages] … [Include ERT finding]


	
	Issue type:
Choose an item.
	

	
	Assessment:
Choose an item.
	

	2
	Reporting requirement specified in 
Choose an item.
	The Party [reported that] [did not report] … in its BR3. The ERT noted that this is not in accordance to the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs. [Please include incomplete or non-transparent information and reference to the reporting requirement this incomplete or non-transparent information is linked to.] 
During the review [Party] [explained that] [provided information on] … [Please include additional information provided by the Party during the review]
The ERT [recommends] [encourages] … [Include ERT finding]

	
	Issue type:
Choose an item.
	

	
	Assessment:
Choose an item.
	

	3
	Reporting requirement specified in 
Choose an item.
	The Party [reported that] [did not report] … in its BR3. The ERT noted that this is not in accordance to the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs. [Please include incomplete or non-transparent information and reference to the reporting requirement this incomplete or non-transparent information is linked to.] 
During the review [Party] [explained that] [provided information on] … [Please include additional information provided by the Party during the review]
The ERT [recommends] [encourages] … [Include ERT finding]


	
	Issue type:
Choose an item.
	

	
	Assessment:
Choose an item.
	


Note: Paragraph number listed under reporting requirement refers to the relevant paragraph of the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs. The reporting on the requirements not included in this table is considered to be complete, transparent and adhering to the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs.

Table 3
Findings on estimates of emission reductions and removals and the use of units from the market-based mechanisms and land use, land-use change and forestry from the review of the third biennial report  
	No.
	Reporting requirement, issue type and assessment
	Description of the finding with recommendation or encouragement

	1
	Reporting requirement specified in
Choose an item.
	The Party [reported that] [did not report] … in its BR3. The ERT noted that this is not in accordance to the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs. [Please include incomplete or non-transparent information and reference to the reporting requirement this incomplete or non-transparent information is linked to.] 
During the review [Party] [explained that] [provided information on] … [Please include additional information provided by the Party during the review]
The ERT [recommends] [encourages] … [Include ERT finding]

	
	Issue type:
Choose an item.
	

	
	Assessment:
recommendation
	

	2
	Reporting requirement specified in 
Choose an item.
	The Party [reported that] [did not report] … in its BR3. The ERT noted that this is not in accordance to the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs. [Please include incomplete or non-transparent information and reference to the reporting requirement this incomplete or non-transparent information is linked to.] 
During the review [Party] [explained that] [provided information on] … [Please include additional information provided by the Party during the review]
The ERT [recommends] [encourages] … [Include ERT finding]


	
	Issue type:
Choose an item.
	

	
	Assessment:
recommendation
	


Note: Paragraph number listed under reporting requirement refers to the relevant paragraph of the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs. The reporting on the requirements not included in this table is considered to be complete, transparent and adhering to the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs.
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