Case study 
on policies and measures, description of the target under the Convention and use of units from market-based mechanisms by the EU member States

Materials for case study
· Extract from the BR3 (below)
· Extract from the BR CTF tables (separate file)
· BR checklist (separate file)
· Table on findings from TRR.3 (below)
· Review Practice Guidance – 2019 update (proposal)
Exercise
This exercise is focused on review challenges identified by the ERTs during review of BRs of the EU member States, specifically related to: description of the target under the Convention, estimates of mitigation impacts of policies and measures and the use of units from MBMs. 
Please read the extract from the BR3 below that covers description of the target and mitigation actions. Check the corresponding BR CTF tables in separate file. Write your initial findings in BR checklist and fill-in the tables of findings in the TRR.3. 
You can consult RPG for suggested approaches in reviewing these parts of the BR.


1

Extract from BR3
A. Description of quantified economy wide emission reduction target under the Convention
Party as an EU member state is committed to contributing to the achievement of the joint EU economy-wide emission reduction target under the Convention of 20 per cent below the 1990 (base year) level by 2020, as formalized in the EU 2020 climate and energy package adopted in 2009. 
The legislative package regulates emissions of CO2, CH4, N2O, HFCs, PFCs and SF6 using global warming potential values from the AR4. Emissions and removals from the LULUCF sector are not included in the quantified economy-wide emission reduction target under the Convention. 
Party plans to use units from the Kyoto Protocol mechanisms for compliance purposes, subject to EU-wide rules as stipulated by Effort Sharing Decision.
B. Mitigation actions
1. Cross-cutting mitigation actions
MA1 - EU Emissions Trading System (ETS)
In 2016, the EU ETS covered 250 installations, accounting for 50,000 kt CO2 eq or about 50 per cent of the national emissions. Estimation of mitigation impact in 2020 for installations could be estimated but uncertainty of the estimate is very high because EU ETS is a market-based instrument and projected emissions levels are dependent on the future performance of each of 250 installations. More importantly, the EU ETS is an EU-wide policy instrument without specific national targets and therefore its contribution should be accounted toward achievement of the EU target. It was decided to use notation key “NA” (not applicable) in this case. 
MA2 – Effort Sharing Decision (ESD)
The ESD became operational in 2013 and covers sectors outside the EU ETS, including transport, residential and commercial buildings, agriculture and waste. Under the ESD, Party has a target of reducing emissions by 10 per cent below the 2005 level by 2020 for non-ETS sectors. Achievement of this target will be ensured by implementation of sectoral mitigation actions listed below. In this case, it was decided to use notation key “IE” (included elsewhere) for mitigation impact to avoid double-counting.
2. Sectoral mitigation actions
2.1 Energy
Energy efficiency
Under the EU energy efficiency directive (2012/27/EU) Party set a target of a 10 Mtoe reduction in primary energy consumption by 2020. This will be achieved by following measures: 
· MA3 - Energy efficiency - Energy efficiency standards for new buildings
· MA4 - Energy efficiency - Program for energy renovation of existing buildings
· MA5 - Energy efficiency - Increasing energy efficiency in industry
· MA6 - Renewable energy - Feed-in tariffs for the support of the use of renewable energy sources in electricity generation
Renewable energy
With regard to renewable energy, Party committed under the EU renewable energy directive (2009/28/EC) to a target of a 15 per cent share of RES in its gross final energy consumption by 2020. This will be achieved by the following measure:
· MA6 - Renewable energy - Feed-in tariffs for the support of the use of renewable energy sources in electricity generation
2.2 Transport
In transport sector, Party is relying on implementation of EU-wide emission performance standards for new passenger cars (MA7) with objective to achieve 130 g CO2/km by 2015 and 95 g CO2/km by 2020.
2.3 Industrial processes
In industrial processes sector, Party is implementing Green maintenance scheme of equipment that contains F-gases (MA8). The main objective is to ban releasing of F-gases into the air while performing activities of collecting, leakage testing, maintenance or servicing of appliances and equipment. Mitigation impacts of this measure is extremely difficult to estimate due to lack of reliable activity data on the number of appliances and equipment in the country. Party has started to develop national inventory of equipment that contains F-gases but coverage is approximately 50 per cent at the moment (2016).
2.4 Agriculture
In agriculture sector, Party is heavily investing in research and development of improvement of N-fertilizer application methods (MA9) by new slow-release fertilizers suitable for growing corn and wheat (fertilizers coated with polymers especially). Research suggests the possibility of reduced need of fertilizer application per hectare with unchanged or increased revenues, including reduced emissions of nitrogen due to soil losses. At the moment, it is unclear when this measure could be implemented owing to the fact that it is in early stage of research, and therefore notation key “NE” was used.
2.5 Waste
In waste sector, Party is focused on reducing the amount of disposed organic and biodegradable waste by separate collecting system (MA10) and subsequent incineration of separately collected organic component of fossil-origin (mostly plastic waste) with energy recovery (MA11). In the period 2013-2020 mitigation impact of these two measures is estimated at 7,000.00 kt CO2 eq. 
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Other measures
3.1 Education
Party is increasing climate change awareness (MA12) among primary and secondary students by introducing mandatory curriculum as part of Science subject in 2015 to raise awareness on change impacts, mitigation and adaptation. Due to its nature, it is not possible to estimate mitigation impact of this measure.

Tables on ERT’s findings from TRR
Table 1
Findings on the quantified economy-wide emission reduction target from the review of the third biennial report 
	No.
	Reporting requirement, issue type and assessment
	Description of the finding with recommendation or encouragement

	1
	Reporting requirement specified in
Choose an item.
	The Party [reported that] [not reported] … in its BR3. The ERT noted that this is not in accordance to the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs. [Please include incomplete or non-transparent information and reference to the reporting requirement this incomplete or non-transparent information is linked to.] 
During the review [Party] [explained that] [provided information on] … [Please include additional information provided by the Party during the review]
The ERT [recommends] [encourages] … [Include ERT finding]


	
	Issue type:
Choose an item.
	

	
	Assessment:
recommendation
	

	2
	Reporting requirement specified in 
Choose an item.
	The Party [reported that] [not reported] … in its BR3. The ERT noted that this is not in accordance to the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs. [Please include incomplete or non-transparent information and reference to the reporting requirement this incomplete or non-transparent information is linked to.] 
During the review [Party] [explained that] [provided information on] … [Please include additional information provided by the Party during the review]
The ERT [recommends] [encourages] … [Include ERT finding]

	
	Issue type:
Choose an item.
	

	
	Assessment:
recommendation
	


Note: Paragraph number listed under reporting requirement refers to the relevant paragraph of the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs. The reporting on the requirements not included in this table is considered to be complete, transparent and adhering to the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs.

Table 2
Findings on the mitigation actions and their effects from the review of the third biennial report 
	No.
	Reporting requirement, issue type and assessment
	Description of the finding with recommendation or encouragement

	1
	Reporting requirement specified in
Choose an item.
	The Party [reported that] [not reported] … in its BR3. The ERT noted that this is not in accordance to the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs. [Please include incomplete or non-transparent information and reference to the reporting requirement this incomplete or non-transparent information is linked to.] 
During the review [Party] [explained that] [provided information on] … [Please include additional information provided by the Party during the review]
The ERT [recommends] [encourages] … [Include ERT finding]


	
	Issue type:
Choose an item.
	

	
	Assessment:
Choose an item.
	

	2
	Reporting requirement specified in 
Choose an item.
	The Party [reported that] [not reported] … in its BR3. The ERT noted that this is not in accordance to the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs. [Please include incomplete or non-transparent information and reference to the reporting requirement this incomplete or non-transparent information is linked to.] 
During the review [Party] [explained that] [provided information on] … [Please include additional information provided by the Party during the review]
The ERT [recommends] [encourages] … [Include ERT finding]

	
	Issue type:
Choose an item.
	

	
	Assessment:
Choose an item.
	

	3
	Reporting requirement specified in 
Choose an item.
	The Party [reported that] [not reported] … in its BR3. The ERT noted that this is not in accordance to the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs. [Please include incomplete or non-transparent information and reference to the reporting requirement this incomplete or non-transparent information is linked to.] 
During the review [Party] [explained that] [provided information on] … [Please include additional information provided by the Party during the review]
The ERT [recommends] [encourages] … [Include ERT finding]


	
	Issue type:
Choose an item.
	

	
	Assessment:
Choose an item.
	


Note: Paragraph number listed under reporting requirement refers to the relevant paragraph of the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs. The reporting on the requirements not included in this table is considered to be complete, transparent and adhering to the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs.

Table 3
Findings on estimates of emission reductions and removals and the use of units from the market-based mechanisms and land use, land-use change and forestry from the review of the third biennial report  
	No.
	Reporting requirement, issue type and assessment
	Description of the finding with recommendation or encouragement

	1
	Reporting requirement specified in
Choose an item.
	The Party [reported that] [not reported] … in its BR3. The ERT noted that this is not in accordance to the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs. [Please include incomplete or non-transparent information and reference to the reporting requirement this incomplete or non-transparent information is linked to.] 
During the review [Party] [explained that] [provided information on] … [Please include additional information provided by the Party during the review]
The ERT [recommends] [encourages] … [Include ERT finding]

	
	Issue type:
Choose an item.
	

	
	Assessment:
recommendation
	

	2
	Reporting requirement specified in 
Choose an item.
	The Party [reported that] [not reported] … in its BR3. The ERT noted that this is not in accordance to the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs. [Please include incomplete or non-transparent information and reference to the reporting requirement this incomplete or non-transparent information is linked to.] 
During the review [Party] [explained that] [provided information on] … [Please include additional information provided by the Party during the review]
The ERT [recommends] [encourages] … [Include ERT finding]


	
	Issue type:
Choose an item.
	

	
	Assessment:
recommendation
	


Note: Paragraph number listed under reporting requirement refers to the relevant paragraph of the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs. The reporting on the requirements not included in this table is considered to be complete, transparent and adhering to the UNFCCC reporting guidelines on BRs.
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