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How do we get there? 

 
Fiji’s commitment to the Paris Agreement is 

nothing short of ambitious given its insignificant 

contribution to climate change and relatively small 

economic stature. It has consciously chosen to 

champion the plight of Small Island Developing 

States in the context of climate change, through 

leading by example. 

Fiji needs greater support in a range of aspects to 

effectively implement its climate targets and move 

towards the greater goal of peaking emissions and 

achieving net-zero emissions by 2050.  The 

following areas are key interventions: 

1) Adequate, Predictable and Sustainable Finance 

for Mitigation Initiatives 

The NDC Implementation Roadmap identifies 18 

short, medium and long term interventions to 

achieve an estimated 34% (627,000 tonnes of CO2 

per year) reduction in projected energy sector 

emissions by 2030. As mentioned in Fiji’s 

submission on “Where are we”, the interventions 

require a total investment of approximately 

US$2.97 billion by 2030 in addition to the 

estimated US$119 million already invested from 

2014 to 2017. 

Fiji is about to begin developing investment plans 

for these interventions that are envisaged to be 

taken up by not only Government but development 

partners, multilateral agencies and the private 

sector as well. In addition to the need to attract 

investor interest in these interventions, assistance 

is needed to develop bankable investment plans 

that entice domestic and foreign investors alike. 

Despite Fiji taking innovative domestic measures 

to mobilise local and foreign investments for 

climate change through the ECAL and Green 

Bonds, much more needs to be done at the 

domestic and international level to ensure that Fiji 

and other vulnerable countries have access to 

adequate, predictable and sustainable climate 

financing. This may be from existing UNFCCC 

mechanisms such as the Green Climate Fund or 

from bilateral/multilateral, public and private 

sources outside of the UNFCCC space.  

2) Innovative Climate Finance 

The current grant and loan based global financing 

space is saturated with countries needing 

immediate financial resources to address climate 

change. Fiji is leading the Pacific to develop 

affordable, scalable and transparent climate 

finance solutions for vulnerable segments of 

society. For example, the Fijian Government is 

partnering with the World Bank to develop 

affordable property insurance for houses of low 

build quality that are still deemed insurable with 

some basic reinforcements, such as roof strapping, 

risk underwritten by domestic insurance 

companies and livelihood protection of low-income 

households whose houses are deemed 

uninsurable. Parametric insurance solutions for the 

agriculture sector are also being considered. 

Moreover, incentives such as getting tax breaks 

and lower interest rates on home loans if building 

designs incorporate climate smart aspects has 

been successfully developed by certain Pacific 

Island countries. This needs to be emulated in 

other Pacific countries such as Fiji whilst improving 

the national building codes. 

More research and innovation in this space is 

required, which we believe will materialise through 

the operationalisation of the Pacific Climate 

Finance and Insurance “Drua” Incubator, a legacy 

of the Fijian Presidency of COP23 supported by 

the Government of Luxembourg. However, such 

research and innovation needs technical and 

financial assistance/engagement from external 

financiers, particularly the private sector (investors, 

insurance and reinsurance companies). 

 

3) Develop Institutional Capacity 

While international cooperation is essential to 

address climate change issues in Fiji and other 

Small Island Developing States, Fiji will need to 

prepare for and adapt to environmental and socio-

economic changes brought about by changes in 

temperatures, sea level, and weather patterns etc., 
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which are expected to impact people and the 

environment in different ways. The extent to which 

a country such as Fiji is able to mobilise and 

manage resources to mitigate against and adapt to 

these impacts will depend largely on the capacity 

of its institutions and people, commonly described 

as the institutional capacity. 

The Fijian Government considers actions to 

mitigate climate change as mutually dependent on 

adaptation as all investments made to reduce 

carbon emissions must be made resilient to ensure 

its sustainability. However, understanding this 

relationship, attracting and managing climate 

finance and quantifying the climate and financial 

cost benefits need significant institutional 

development in Fiji. 

 

The immediate and short-term options and 

opportunities to build institutional capacity in Fiji 

include: raising public awareness and 

understanding on climate mitigation and 

adaptation, strengthening capacity of national lead 

agencies such as the Climate Change Division and 

the Fiji Development Bank, reviewing, revising and 

developing climate change policies and strategies, 

enhancing capacity to develop greenhouse gas 

inventories and undertake emissions modelling, 

strengthening coordination mechanisms amongst 

state and with non-state actors, developing 

inclusive national programmes, broadening and 

strengthening participation and partnerships with 

all stakeholders, strengthening vulnerability and 

assessment capacity, mainstreaming climate 

change mitigation and adaptation into national 

plans and budgetary process and improving 

knowledge management. 

 

4) Access to Technology 

Over the past few years, the cost of renewable 

technology has declined substantially in the global 

arena. For example, development in photovoltaic 

technology being driven by world renowned 

companies such as Tesla, TATA Power Solar 

Systems and Trina Solar have seen global prices 

of solar cells declined from USD$76.67/watt in 

1977 to just USD$0.26/watt in 2016 making solar 

power more cheaper and more efficient. Moreover, 

developments in wind power, geothermal, biomass 

and hydropower have also made significant strides 

towards affordability and efficiency.   

Fiji, like other small island developing states, does 

not have the capacity to develop and manufacture 

its own renewables, relying heavily on global 

technological advancements that are scalable yet 

affordable. Every efforts must be made by the 

global community to ensure that such technology 

is rapidly available to small island and vulnerable 

nations either through UNFCCC mechanisms such 

Climate Technology Centre and Network and the 

Technology Executive Committee or from donor 

assistance and private sector investments.  

 

5) Overcome Economies of Scale 

 

The problem of achieving economies of scale in Fiji 

and other small island developing states is 

intimately linked to the issue of access to 

technology. Due to relatively small population and 

large distance from developed parts of the world, 

investments into mitigation and adaption actions, 

particularly by the private sector does not make 

economic sense. Aspects such as marginal costs, 

logistical costs, security of tenure, access to 

reliable utility services and connectivity tend to 

keep investors and profit based agencies away 

from the Pacific Region. This also results in a 

significant delay of innovative solutions reaching 

Fiji shores by which time the world has moved onto 

new and improved solutions. Every effort must be 

put into developing bankable investment portfolios 

coupled with credible backstopping from financial 

bodies within the UNFCCC and those outside of it.  

 

6)  Enhance National Carbon Sequestration 

 

Fiji is actively involved in developing its forestry 

sector as important source of greenhouse 

mitigation. In this regard, more areas are expected 

to be identified under the Fiji REDD+ programme 

and all efforts will be made to create enabling 

environment to Generate financial benefits under 

carbon trading mechanisms. However, technical 

and financial support in this regard is needed. 

Fiji envisages to continue to increase its 

conservation initiatives through reforestation and 
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afforestation of native and exotic forests and 

developing. Moreover, to better account for carbon 

sequestration/capture potential of Fiji’s forest 

resources, preparatory works are underway to 

undertake a Forest Reference Level assessment. 

In relation to mainstreaming adaptation needs into 

Fiji’s NDCs, it is paramount that the development 

and implementation of its National Adaptation Plan 

(NAP) is accelerated. The NAP represents the 

overarching policy process through which the 

Government of Fiji is going to tackle climate 

change vulnerability. It is recognised that climate 

change presents cross-cutting challenges to 

national development and to the Fijian 

Governments obligations to its citizens. 

Consequently, the NAP takes its ultimate direction 

from the National Development Plan, the master 

development plan which guides national 

development processes, as well as its National 

Constitution. It then identifies climate change 

threats by existing national level policy and 

development planning documents. These are the 

Climate Vulnerability Assessment, Green Growth 

Framework, and the National Climate Change 

Policy.  

The NAP is currently in development stage and 

has identified several barriers which must be 

addressed as they will frustrate the implementation 

of adaptation measures. These barriers arise from 

the way climate change exacerbates and poses 

new risks and problems. For instance there is a 

need to upgrade and make additional investments 

in meteorological and hydrological infrastructure, 

as well as to enhance climate information services 

to ensure stakeholders can make sense of this 

information. There is also a need to enhance 

national and sub-national development planning 

and budgetary processes so that they integrate the 

exacerbated and additional risks posed and 

induced by climate change. There is a need to 

update education systems and improve general 

public awareness about climate change and what 

can be done to address risks.  

To support its future relocation work, the Fijian 

Government looks forward to the national level 

evidence project titled “CommonSensing: 

Improved climate change resilience and 

sustainable development in Commonwealth of 

Nations Small Island Developing States enabled 

by Earth Observation” which is funded by the UK 

Space Agency’s International Partnership 

Programme (IPP), and has the objective of 

improving resilience towards climate change, 

including disaster risk reduction. The project will 

serve as a key instrument to identify and prepare 

Fiji and its people to the risks posed by climate 

change and disasters. It will leverage earth 

observation data to provide stakeholders with 

access to vital information regarding disaster and 

climate risks to inform planning, food security 

needs and other environmental concerns. This 

information will be readily available to beneficiaries 

through web portal and mobile applications. 

CommonSensing project will create long-term 

investment loops, define priorities for future climate 

funds proposals and ensure a sustainable service-

platform. 

 
Moreover, Fiji will adopt ‘no regrets’ adaptation 

measures that would be justified even in the 

absence of climate change. These include better 

management of natural resources – particularly of 

coastal habitats, land, and water – measures such 

as disease vector control and improved spatial 

planning. The Fijian Government will take 

adaptation goals into account in future expenditure 

planning, would support community-based 

adaptation, and would ensure that major 

infrastructure investments meet adaptation criteria.  

 

It is vital that science based adaptation finance 

target for 2025 is set as soon as possible, to ensure 

that adequate support is provided by the 

developed countries to Fiji to implement the NAP. 

The support must be based on a scientific analysis, 

needs to adapt to global warming impact scenarios 

and levels of realised mitigation ambition. 

Additionally, adaptation finance must be on equal 

footing with mitigation, where there should be a 

separate public finance target for adaptation in 

order to close the adaptation finance gap and 

ensure scaled up and predictable public finance for 

adaptation. Support must also be provided through 

development and transfer of technology and 

through capacity building. All the aforementioned 

should be in addition to what the Fijian 

Government plans to contribute to adaptation 

action from its domestic budget and expenditures.  
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Finally, the Climate Vulnerability Assessment 

identifies a list of potential adaptation measures to 

enhance resilience in key sectors. The 125 

proposed interventions (detailed in Appendix 1) 

will require about F$9.3 billion over the next 10 

years to meet the resource requirements.  Of the 

F$9.3 billion estimated, F$4.2 billion is allocated to 

planned investments and F$5.1 billion are for new 

projects.  Some of the projects are part of existing 

plans and will cost the government F$4.2 billion; 

however funding is yet to be secured for each of 

them.  The new projects proposed in addition to the 

existing plans will have an estimated cost of F$5.1 

billion. The short term investments (1-5 years) 

amount to F$ 4.5 billion and medium term (5-10 

years) investments amount to F$4.8 million. The 

key sectors overarching these interventions 

include; Housing/ land-use, hazard management, 

transport, water, energy, health/education, 

environment, Agriculture, Fisheries and Social 

protection. The proposed interventions serve to 

build on governments efforts to reduce climate and 

disaster risks, better prepare for natural disasters 

and prepare swiftly to major shocks.  
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