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Air quality co-benefits

GHG mitigation and air quality control support 
each other.

Local and short-term air 
quality co-benefits offer 
strong incentives for GHG 
mitigation, especially in the 
energy sector. 

Many million of life-years 
could be saved locally by 
bold GHG mitigation. 

In addition, through GHG 
mitigation billions of 
investment in air pollution 
control technologies could be 
saved that otherwise would 
be demanded to reach WHO 
air quality standards. 

Non-CO2 gases

Mitigation potentials for non-CO2 gases 
are not well understood in the context of 
the 1.5 climate target

While the current climate targets 

imply negative GHG emissions, 

deep reductions of non-CO2

emissions (CH4, N2O, F-gases) 

face technical limitations.

Behavioral changes (e.g., diets), 

less food waste and improved 

agricultural practices could offer 

additional mitigation potential, 

which would then lessen the 

need for negative CO2 emissions.
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Multiple objectives and co-benefits 

Policies to protect the global climate offer an 
effective entry point for achieving society’s multiple 
objectives for energy sustainability. 

Three of the key objectives 
driving energy-sustainability 
policy — security of supply, 
climate change mitigation 
and air-pollution reduction 
— are often regarded 
separately by policymakers. 
However, this practice ignores 
some important policy 
synergies, and often leads to 
short-sighted solutions with 
unnecessarily costly, 
long-term consequences.
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Sustainable Development Goals

A Guide to SDG Interactions

• Report brought together scientists from 
various fields to come up with SDG-
specific insights for world leaders to 
follow. 

• Studied how different goals and targets 
relate to one another and developed an 
independent analytical framework to 
systematically evaluate the nature and 
strength of SDG interactions.

• Conclusion: some SDGs have 
reinforcing relationships, whereas others 
may be in conflict. Context-
dependencies will shape these inter-
linkages.
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