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Japan appreciates the opportunity to submit its views on the COP30 Presidency Roadmap on the Transition Away From Fossil Fuels in a Just, Orderly and Equitable Manner (hereinafter referred to as the “TAFF Roadmap”) based on the questions posed by the COP30 President. The Transition Away From Fossil Fuels (“TAFF”) is one of the most important elements of the first global stocktake (Decision 1/CMA.5). In addition, the role of the COP30 President is critical for the launch of the TAFF Roadmap discussions ensuring country driven manner, and Japan looks forward to the leadership of the President. Japan would like to take this opportunity to deliver Japan’s position on TAFF and TAFF Roadmap.

As the roadmap on the transition away from fossil fuels in a just, orderly and equitable manner is not an official agenda item under the COP, discussions conducted within the TAFF framework will not become any negotiated outcomes of the COP, namely COP decisions. In this context, it is essential to establish a clear understanding of how the outcomes of discissions within the TAFF framework are envisaged to be utilized, as the clarification forms the basis for determining each country’s position including Japan. We would therefore appreciate clarification from the COP Presidency and the UNFCCC Secretariat regarding their views on this matter.

With respect to the transition away from fossil fuels, paragraph 28 of the outcome of the first global stocktake(Decision 1/CMA.5) adopted at COP28 underscores the importance of ensuring various pathways that take into account different national circumstances of Parties. In practice, many countries continue to rely heavily on fossil fuels for the majority of their electricity generation, making an immediate and comprehensive shift to full decarbonization which is challenging. A phased decarbonization approach that introduces transition technologies is therefore indispensable. It is crucial that each country be able to pursue pathways suited to its own circumstances in order to simultaneously achieve decarbonization, economic growth, and energy supply.

In this regard, it would be important to ensure that the above mentioned approach should be incorporated in the TAFF roadmap, taking into account the recent geopolitical circumstances.


