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Eighth global dialogue and investment-focused event under
the Sharm el-Sheikh mitigation ambition and
implementation work programme

Sydney, Australia
28-30 September 2026

(All times are local time)

This preliminary agenda has been prepared under the guidance of the co-chairs of the Sharm el-Sheikh mitigation
ambition and implementation work programme, taking into account inputs received through submissions and the
informal discussion with Parties held during the sixty-fourth session of the Subsidiary Bodies in Bonn. Please note
that the content remains subject to change. The final agenda will be published in due course to take into account
subsequent inputs from Parties, observers, and other non-Party stakeholders.

The co-chairs of the work programme will organize a poster session to take place concurrently with the eighth global
dialogue and investment-focused event. Further details have been shared with Parties.

Day 1: 28 September 2026 | Global Dialogue

Time Session

Registration for the Sharm el-Sheikh mitigation ambition and implementation work

programme
08:00 — 08:30
Early badge collection will be possible on 27 September from 15:00 — 18:00 at the Sofitel Darling
Harbor. All on-site participants are strongly encouraged to collect their badges early if possible.

Opening

Welcome to Country ceremony

A Welcome to Country is a traditional custom observed by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people. The purpose of a Welcome to Country is to Welcome people onto the Country where an
08:30 — 09:00 | €ventor gathering is taking place. Traditionally this would be an opportunity to teach newcomers
of any rules or expectations of the Traditional Owners. A Welcome to Country can be held with an
accompanying Smoking Ceremony. A Smoking Ceremony is conducted to clear the air and
welcome people to our Country, and also offer healing and connection to Country and land.

The Welcome to Country will take place on the pool deck of the Sofitel Hotel Darling Harbour.
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Time Session

09:00 — 09:30
Magnifique
room

Opening session
Welcome Remarks

¢ Elif Pinar Polat, incoming COP 31 Presidency
e Chao Feng, Deputy Chief Negotiator for COP31, incoming Presidency of Negotiations

Dan Ioschpe, Climate High-Level Champion of the COP 30 Presidency (video)

Introduction to the eighth global dialogue by the co-chairs of the Sharm el-Sheikh mitigation
ambition and implementation work programme

Scene-setting Session

09:30 - 11:00
Magnifique
room

Area of discussion 1

Experiences of best practices and actionable solutions in addressing challenges and
barriers, including the enablers of ambition and implementation of mitigation action in
industries

This area of discussion will explore technology options, trends and innovation ecosystems
for decarbonizing industries, drawing on national and regional experience, with a focus on
building on and diving deeper into the discussions already started on industries.

Participants may consider, technology pathways for relevant industries, frontier and
emerging solutions, and the role of innovation ecosystems in accelerating deployment,
among others. This area of discussion may also consider the institutional, financial, and
governance frameworks that can support the movement of technologies from demonstration
to commercial scale, while highlighting how solutions and approaches have been applied in
practice and lessons that may be relevant for other circumstances.

Scene-setting presentation

e Tomasz Pawelec, Industrial Development Expert (Policy), United Nations Industrial
Development Organization (UNIDO) (virtual)

Panel Discussion followed by Q& A session

Moderator: Hisham Mundol, Chief Advisor, India, Environmental Defense Fund

e Breandan Skinner, Assistant Director, COP31 Taskforce, DCCEEW, Australia

e Paul Curnow, Chief Commercial Officer & Managing Director, Akaysha Energy

e Yvette Manolas, Director, YMC

e Christopher Hope, Industrial Transition Specialist, United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) (virtual)

e Xu Dong, Chief Expert of CHN ENERGY, Director of Carbon Neutrality Research Center,
CHN Energy New Energy Technology Research Institute Co., Ltd. (virtual)

11:00 —11:15

Break
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Time Session

Scene-setting Session

11:15 - 12:45
Magnifique
room

Area of discussion 2

Experiences of other cross-cutting issues as mandated in decision 4/CMA .4, paragraph 4

This session will explore cross-cutting issues, synergies, trade-offs, and co-benefits associated
with mitigation action, drawing on national and regional experience.

Participants may consider the interactions between mitigation options across different sectors
and systems, including interactions with other environmental and socio-economic objectives.
They may also discuss how these intersect with broader sustainable development priorities and
poverty eradication, and how coordinated approaches could help deliver multiple co-benefits,
including equity considerations, participation of diverse stakeholders, international cooperation,
while minimizing trade-offs and supporting the reduction of emissions.

Scene-setting presentation

¢ Frank Jotzo, Director, Centre for Climate and Energy Policy (CCEP), Crawford School of
Public Policy, Australian National University

Panel Discussion followed by Q& A session

Moderator: Charlotte Hanson, Policy Advisor, Environmental Defense Fund (EDF)

e Antony Garae Liu, Office of the Pacific Energy Regulators Alliance (OPERA) Coordinator,
Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC)
¢ Frankie Muskovic, Executive Director, Policy, Investor Group on Climate Change (IGCC)

e Luis Neves, Chief Executive Officer, Global Enabling Sustainability Initiative (GeSI)

e Stig Svenningsen, Member of the Technology Executive Committee (TEC)

12:45-13:00
Magnifique
room

Breakout explainer by the co-chairs of the Sharm el-Sheikh mitigation ambition and
implementation work programme

13:00 — 14:00

Lunch break
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Time Session

Breakout Sessions

The breakout sessions will build upon the themes and issues highlighted during the scene-setting presentations and
panel discussions on best practices and actionable solutions in addressing challenges and barriers, including the
enablers of ambition and implementation of mitigation action in industries, drawing on national and regional
experience and on cross-cutting issues. Participants will engage in sharing best practices and actionable solutions and
challenges and barriers with a view to exploring key aspects and enablers for mitigation action in industries drawing
on national and regional experience and on cross-cutting issues.

The breakout sessions will be organized in two consecutive rounds, with two groups convening in parallel during
each round. Each of the two breakout groups will focus on a distinct thematic area, drawn from the preceding scene-
setting presentations and panel discussions. Participants will stay in the same room through the breakout sessions.
After the first breakout discussion, facilitators will rotate to the other room. This approach will allow all participants
to participate in both breakout discussions and contribute to both themes. Each round of discussion will run for
approximately 90 minutes with a short break in between to allow facilitators to switch between breakout rooms.
Facilitators will keep time and inform about the program. During the breakout discussion participants will have an
opportunity for interactive engagement.

Theme 1: Experiences of best practices and actionable solutions in addressing challenges and barriers,
including the enablers of ambition and implementation of mitigation action in industries

Guiding questions:

e What are the best practices and actionable solutions from your country or region to advance innovation and
the development, deployment and scale-up of solutions for decarbonizing industries?

e What are the key enablers of mitigation action in industries in your country or region and how have they
helped address challenges and barriers such as financial, technological, and governance-related barriers,
among others?

Theme 2: Experiences of other cross-cutting issues as mandated in decision 4/ CMA.4, paragraph 4

Guiding questions:

* Drawing on national and regional experiences, what cross-cutting approaches have effectively managed
interactions between mitigation options across sectors, and with broader environmental and/or socio-economic
goals?

e What practices, including stakeholder engagement, international cooperation, among others, have delivered
co-benefits such as equity, sustainable development, poverty eradication, among others, while managing trade-
offs? What enabling conditions supported this?

Breakout Group 1 - Magnifique room Breakout Group 2 - Byrne room
14:00 — 15:30
Theme 1 Theme 2
15:30 — 15:45 Break to switch rooms
Breakout Group 1 - Magnifique room Breakout Group 2 - Byrne room
15:45-17:15
Theme 2 Theme 1
17:15-17:30 Close Day 1

Networking reception hosted by the government of Australia | 18:00 onwards
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Day 2: 29 September 2026 | Global Dialogue closing and Investment Focused Event

Time Session

Global Dialogue Closing Session — Facilitated exchange
Moderated by the co-chairs of the Sharm el-Sheikh mitigation ambition and implementation work
programme
This session will provide an opportunity for participants to reflect collectively on opportunities to
overcome challenges in advancing mitigation action, including those emerging from the
discussions held under the Sharm el-Sheikh mitigation ambition and implementation work

09:00 — 10:30 | programme.

Magnifique | Gyiding questions:
room

e Drawing on the discussions held under the mitigation work programme, what key
opportunities do you see for unlocking and advancing mitigation ambition and
implementation in this critical decade?

e Reflecting on the discussions and experiences under the mitigation work programme, what
lessons or approaches could be carried forward through collective action and cooperation to
help accelerate mitigation ambition and implementation?

Closing of Global Dialogue by co-chairs of the Sharm el-Sheikh Mitigation Ambition and
Implementation Work Programme

10:30 — 10:45

Break

10:45 - 10:55
Magnifique
room

Introduction to the eighth investment-focused event by the co-chairs of the Sharm el-Sheikh
mitigation ambition and implementation work programme
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Time Session
Scene-setting Session
Scene-setting presentation followed by panel discussion and Q&A
Financing mitigation in industries
The scene-setting presentation and subsequent panel discussion will consider aspects related to
finance and technical support for mitigation action in industries.
The panel will share a range of financing approaches for mitigation in industries. Panelists will
share perspectives on different financing modalities and discuss what it takes to effectively
mobilize resources, including the role of blended finance, de-risking instruments and project
preparation support. The panel will also examine how to improve institutional readiness and
navigate specific funding and technical assistance processes, to enable financing mitigation action
in industries.
10:55 - 12:30
Magnifique Scene-setting presentation
room

¢ Remy Ruat, Climate Change Specialist, Global Environment Facility Secretariat (GEF)
(virtual)

Panel Discussion followed by Q& A session

Moderator: Kar Mei Tang, Regional Head, Oceania and Asia (excl. China and Japan), Principles
of Responsible Investment (PRI)

e Alvin Chandra, Senior Climate Change Officer, Asian Development Bank

e Andrew Johnstone, CEO, Climate Fund Managers B.V.

e Caleb Adams, Director, IBA Asset Management and Researcher, University of Melbourne

e Davina Ho, Interim Director, Investor Practice, AIGCC

e Muslim Anshari Bin Rahman, Director/Policy &Analytics, GenZero (virtual)

12:30 - 13:30

Lunch Break
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Time Session
Case studies and perspectives on financing mitigation in industries followed by Q&A
This session will showcase real examples and case-studies of mitigation actions where public
finance, blended mechanisms, and support from global funds have successfully improved
bankability and accelerated development. These examples include those implemented through
collaborative efforts between financial institutions and countries. Examples and case studies may
be jointly presented by key investment partners and their host country, while offering diverse
regional perspectives. The presentations will illustrate innovative investment approaches, enabling
policy frameworks, and key lessons learned in advancing mitigation action in industries.
Presentations
13:30 — 15:00 . . . .
Magnifique Moderator: Deo Gabinete, Regional Manager, Asia Pacific and Eastern Europe, NDC
room Partnership

e Alvin Chandra, Senior Climate Change Officer, Asian Development Bank

e Simon Benmarraze, Head, Energy Planning and Modelling, International Renewable Energy
Agency (IRENA)

e Deger Saygin, Industry Programme Lead, OECD (virtual)

e Valentin Rudloff, Climate Technology Specialist, UN Climate Technology Centre and
Network (CTCN) (virtual) and Munashe E.S. Mukonoweshuro, Acting Deputy Director
Climate Finance and Resource Mobilization, Ministry of Environment, Climate and Wildlife,
Zimbabwe

15:00 — 15:15

Break
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Time

Session

15:15-16:45
Magnifique
room

Session: investment readiness, project development and investor perspectives

This session will bring together investors, financial institutions, climate funds, development banks
and project preparation experts to discuss what makes mitigation projects investment-ready and
how project proponents can better navigate the path from concept to bankable proposal.

The discussion will consider eligibility and assessment criteria, minimum information
requirements, common weaknesses in project proposals and practical ways to strengthen project
preparation, including through technical assistance, blended finance, de-risking instruments and
partnerships. The session will also explore broader enabling conditions that affect access to
finance for industrial decarbonization, including creditworthiness, cost of capital, risk perception,
regulatory predictability and the role of stable policy and institutional frameworks in reducing
risks and mobilizing investment.

Panel Discussion followed by Q& A session

Moderator: Deanna Morris, Manager, Climate Finance Subdivision, Means of Implementation
Division, UNFCCC secretariat

¢ Guly Sabahi, Senior Advisor, Climate Finance, NDC Partnership

e Leon Heng, Senior Managing Consultant, South Pole

e James Boyle, Mission Possible Partnership (virtual)

e Nathan Fabian, Chief Policy & Research Officer, PRI

e James Boyle, Mission Possible Partnership (virtual)

o Ritesh Thakkar, Senior Advisor and Head of APAC, Convergence Blended Finance
(virtual)

e Steve W Stone, Deputy Director, Industry and Economy Division, Acting Director, Office of
Science, UN Environment Programme (UNEP) (virtual)

16:45-17:00
Magnifique
room

Summary and reflections by the co-chairs of the Sharm el-Sheikh Mitigation Ambition and
Implementation Work Programme

Day 3: 30 September 2026 | Investment-focused event | Pitch Hub

Pitch Hub

08:00 — 08:15
Magnifique
room

Opening of the Pitch Hub by the co-chairs

08:15 — 08:45
Magnifique
room

Pitch Hub success stories presentations

e  Malang Sambou Manneh, Mbolo Association Chief Executive Officer, Gambia
e Stella Funsani Gama, Director biodiversity and climate change, Malawi Environment
Protection Authority, Malawi
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08:50 - 09:30

Pitch hub

The Pitch Hub will provide an opportunity for interested Parties to share their project ideas and
interact with investors, financial institutions and other policymakers with a view to receiving expert
advice and insights on investment project preparation. Participants selected by the co-chairs will
present to investors and policy makers on their project proposals. Interested Parties have been
requested to submit a project proposal to be included in the pitch hub.

Further details on the pitch hub will be provided in due course.

The Pitch Hub projects will be presented across two rooms.

09:30 — 09:45

Networking Break

09:45 —11:15

Pitch Hub (contd.)

The Pitch Hub projects will be presented across two rooms.

11:15-11:30

Summary and reflections, and closing of the eighth investment-focused event by the co-chairs
of the Sharm el-Sheikh Mitigation Ambition and Implementation Work Programme

Optional site visit to the Illawarra coastal region organized by the government of Australia

Coaches depart from Sofitel Darling Harbor Hotel at 12:00 pm

Further details and expression of interest form have been shared with all registered on-site participants by email
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