Devel opi ng countries denand conpensation for climte change

Accra, CGhana (PANA) - A nunber of African countries attending the clinmate
tal ks here have demanded billions in conpensation fromrich countries for the
i mpacts o f gl obal warm ng

The denmand conmes at the cl ose Wednesday of the one-week neeting of the United
Na tions climte tal ks which di scussed reduction in em ssions from
deforestation in

devel opi ng countri es.

The Accra tal ks constitutes the third nmajor United Nations Framework
Convention on Cinmate Change negotiating session this year to get to an
agreenent on streng t hened | ong-term cooperative action on climte change.

The agreenent is to be clinched in December 2009 i n Copenhagen, Dennark

At the nmeeting here, a nunber of key African civil society say that any
response to climte change nust see rich countries taking on their ful
responsibility f o r the problem

According to Christian Aid, a nunber of countries, including the Philippines
on behalf of the G/7 group of devel oping countries and China, have nade
proposals f o r financing a gl obal response to clinmate change.

During the neetings, the European Union was forced to admit that it had
nothing significant to put on the table at this point.

“A serious and equitable response to clinate change will require rich
countries to pay billions in public funds to help poor countries develop in a
sust ai nabl e,

| ow carbon manner. So why have the EU, which like to claimglobal |eadership
int he response to climte change, turned up with enpty pockets again,” said
Nel son M uffuh, Christian Aid s adviser on the UN climate talks.

| f average gl obal warm ng exceeds two degrees Celsius, Africans will face
drough t, desertification and di sease on an unprecedented scale, and Christian
Ai d says

in order to avert this catastrophe the industrialized countries nmust deliver
t he

necessary funds and technology to help African countries protect thenselves
agai n st the inpacts of climte change.

Greenpeace Wednesday said the Accra tal ks showed sone progress, but stil
| acked the urgency required to neet the 2009 target.

It noted that although there was sonme progress on the question of funding for
de vel oping countries, there was still a lack of concrete proposals on how
clean te ¢ hnol ogy would be transferred and that nore detail was needed on how
devel oping ¢ o untries would be assisted to adapt to clinmate change.



“Too much time is being wasted argui ng about procedural details and restating
hi storical positions and not enough real substance is being put on the
table,” Bil | Hare, director of clinmate policy at G eenpeace International
char ged.

“This is the third round of tal ks since the two-year process was |aunched in
Bal i last year, and by now the deal that will be agreed at the end of 2009
shoul d b e taking shape.”

Canpai gners at the tal ks believe that the negotiations are focusing
excessively on finance and not on the root causes of deforestation, such as
consunption of b i ofuels, nmeat and tinber products.

Friends of the Earth International are strongly opposing the inclusion of
forest s in carbon trading initiatives as this “offsetting pronotes business-
as-usual p o llution in industrialized countries and diverts attention from
real neasures to t ackle clinmte change.

Canpai gners are demandi ng that Northern governnents take the lead in radically
r educi ng em ssions and neet their obligations for financial transfers to the
Sout h , based on climate debt, for mtigation and adaptation that are

i ndependent from

and additional to em ssion reduction obligations.
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