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Overview 
� Current strategies and 

practices

� Lessons learned and 
challenges



The focus for adaptation in New Zealand

4.3 million people

268, 680 sq km land

Geologically active
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Getting things done
� Ministry for the Environment working in partnership with those 

who plan, build, manage and protect our cities and environment
(Multi-partner = Local government, planners, engineers, insurance, Lifeline utilities, surveyors) 

� Partner with willing participants 
� Advantages:

� Multi-way exchange
� The power to influence
� They have the ability to deliver/promote/undertake 

adaptation on the ground, we provide the support for them to 
run with it
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Plan of Action (Ministry of Agriculture & Forestry)

Research and innovation
Research into agriculture and forestry adaptation and mitigation and National Inventory research

Technology transfer and information � Changing farm/forestry management practices

Communication and engagement

Peak Group
Sets goals and strategic direction and monitors progress

Pillar 1 Adaptation Pillar 2 Reducing 
emissions and creating 

carbon sinks

Pillar 3 Business 
opportunities

Adaptation
Working Group

Business 
Opportunities 
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Research, Innovation 
& Technology 

Transfer Working 
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ETS Design 
Technical 

Advisory Group



Legislative Context
RMA 
� Directs all those using the RMA to have 

particular regard to:
� the efficient use of energy; 
� the effects of climate change; 
� the benefits of using/developing renewable 

energy;

� Requires local authorities to plan for the 
effects of climate change



Legislative Context
� Local Government Act 2002

� Civil Defence and Emergency Management 
Act 2002

� Building Act 2004 and Building Code Review 
2007

� Health Act 1956



Central government climate change website:  
Climate Information (www.climatechange.govt.nz)



� Technical manuals 

� Summary documents

� Local government planning

� Case studies

� Other publications

Accessing publications

www.climatechange.govt.nz/physical-impacts-and-adaptation/publications.html



Lessons learned - Partnerships
� Adaptation is a cross-government issue � Partnerships are 

required

� Adaptation is a multi-sector issue � Partnerships with 
stakeholders are required

� Partnerships are a two-way dialogue                                    
(or multi-way)

� Work with the willing

� Trust and transparency



Lessons learned - Guidance
� Involve user community in developing guidance

� Provide digestible summaries of                    
technical guidance manuals 

� Guidance manuals can become     
�best practice�

� Role of case studies

                     



Lessons learned - Others
� Consistent messaging

� Role of legislation / regulation

� �Uncertainty� is a challenge



For more information

www.climatechange.govt.nz
www.mfe.govt.nz/issues/climate/adaptation/index.html
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