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UNDP, through its HQ, RCUs and COs,
undertakes a comprehensive suite of 
technical and policy support on adaptation:

• Assistance in formulating and implementing enabling 
activities (e.g., NCs, NAPAs);

• Support for the preparation of NCs (NCSP);

• Assistance in formulating and implementing 
adaptation projects;

• Policy advice on integrating climate change adaptation 
into national development policy decision and sectoral
planning  

(http://www.undp.org/adaptation)
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In the next 10-12 minutes or so…

1. Introduction - development of CCIAV 
methodological frameworks 

2. Good practices – guidance on the selection of 
methods and tools for policy relevant CCIAV 
assessments

3. Major gaps – limits and barriers to the application 
of appropriate methods and tools 

4. Ways forward - thoughts on practical measures 
to address the gaps 
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1. Introduction

Driven by demand for policy relevant 
information, CCIAV has evolved in the focus 

and scope of investigations. 
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1. Introduction (cont.)

CCIAV needs to shift from research-driven agendas 
to assessments tailored towards decision making 

related to the policy options of climate risk 
management.
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2. Good practices 
• Before going on the “fishing expedition” for methods 

and tools, be clear about the purpose, policy and 
research questions of the Assessment; (e.g., the self-
assessment process for the development of SNC project proposals,
Uzbekistan, etc.);

• Applied appropriately, simple methods (e.g., sensitivity 
analysis) can be very helpful in identifying critical 
thresholds and assessing future risks (e.g., assessing 
impact on crop yield within India’s INC etc.) 
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2. Good practices (cont.)

An example of using synthetic scenarios to analyze the sensitivity of 
crop yields to key climate and environment parameters.  

[Source: Government of India. 2004]

CCIAV assessment does not 
always have to be complex -
simple analysis can 
sometimes offer useful 
insights.
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2. Good practices (cont.)
• Before going on the “fishing expedition” for methods 

and tools, be clear about the purpose, policy and 
research questions of the Assessment; (e.g., the self-
assessment process for the development of SNC project proposals,
Uzbekistan, etc.);

• Applied appropriately, simple methods (e.g., sensitivity 
analysis) can be very helpful in identifying critical 
thresholds and assessing future risks (e.g., assessing 
impact on crop yield within India’s INC etc.) 

• Stakeholders to be fully engaged in the various stages 
of CCIAV assessments (e.g., Bangladesh NAPA process, AIACC 
regional studies in Mongolia, Indonesia and the Philippines, Mekong 
River Basin, etc.)
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3. Major gaps

• (Seemingly!) Too many options but lack of 
straightforward means to make the “best” choice;

• Rigorous validation, testing and application of 
“imported” models and tools hindered by constraints 
of data availability and technical expertise;

• Lack of integration across sectors limiting the policy 
relevance of CCIAV assessments;

• Treatment of risk and uncertainties associated with the 
methods, tools and results of CCIAV assessment not 
sufficiently transparent and policy relevant    
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4. Ways forward 

The UNFCCC could play a major role in addressing these 
gaps by initiating and facilitating a wide range of supporting 
activities:

• Compilation and dissemination of good practices and lessons 
learned (e.g., through collaboration with key partners working at 
national level; learning mechanisms) ;

• Targeted training on selected methods and tools (e.g., training on 
particular risk assessment tools etc.) 

• Providing tailored support to countries with special needs (e.g., 
through the NAPA and SNC processes, bilateral and other multilateral 
initiatives etc.);
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For more details on the full range of support 
provided by the NCSP, visit 
http://ncsp.undp.org

NCSP’s Knowledge Network on V&A 
(http://ncsp.va-network.org) hosts a large 
number of reference materials and a discussion 
group. 

http://ncsp.undp.org/
http://ncsp.va-network.org/
http://ncsp.va-network.org/
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