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Vulnerability and Adaptive Capacity

Vulnerability is a function of the sensitivity ta
capacity of a system to adapt to that change.

Enhancing adaptive capacity is crucial to successful, long-term
adaptation.




Vulnerabilities of Indigenous
Communities

pnature and scale of vulperab

Climate:
+ Shifts in traditional food avg
 Shifts in climate variability/s




Capacities/Strengths of Indigenous

Communities

-

* Long histories of adapting to @

+ Desire to combine new techn
with traditional knowledge



Inuit in the Canadian Arctic

(J.D. Ford et al., 2010. Global Environmental Change, 20, 177-191)

* Key challenges: Shifts in climate variability, an ; Loss
of traditional skills; Limited financial resources; Remoteness;
Pace of other chang

* Key areas for adapta

* Harvester support programsjnd CO- manage oy e
resources

* Land skills training
* Emergency preparedness/se I
+ Food system enhancement’
# Infrastructure protection *.r,«‘
« Facilitate peer-to- -peer | ki



Example: Pastoralists

(IDRG, 2011. Climate Change Adaptation in Africa Program 2009-10 Annual Report)
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Example: Andes and Amazon

(World Bank, 2012. Latin America Regional Study: Impacts of Climate Change on
Indigenous Peoples and Traditional Knowledge)

=

+ Key challenge: seasonal variability and unpredictability that is
influencing their traditional knowledge of the land;
underlying vulnerabilities.
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Example: Nepal

(ICIMOD, 2012. Impacts of Climate Change on Indigenous Peoples and Traditional
Knowledge. Asia Pacific Case Study: Nepal.




Relevance to NAP Process

* Element A: Lay the
« Stocktaking (identifying vulnerabilities)

* Element B: Preparatory Elements
* Assessing vulnerabilities and identifying options
* Reviewing and appraising options

* Integrating adaptation into national and subnational
development and sectoral plans

* Element C: Implementation Strategies
* Developing a long-term,.strateg
. LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES
* Enhancing capac
* Element D: Repor

NATIONAL ADAPTATION PLANS



Successful Approaches:

.’
* Address existing non-climate related challenges, and

integrate adaptation into these efforts.

+ Respect traditional knowledge, values and systems of
governance.

* Focus interventions on enhancing adaptive capacities.

* Engage community members directly and in an ongoing
manner in the development of policies or programs.

* Combine “western” science with traditional knowledge.
+ Facilitate peer-to-peer exchange



Thank you



