As first event in Africa, COP 22/CMP 12/CMA 1 is held under the umbrella of 1ISO 20121 for sustainable
events

A first in Africa, COP 22 - with more than 22,000 participants - has been certified under the ISO 20121
standard for event sustainability management systems. ISO 20121 is an international standard, created by
the International Organization for Standardization, that helps to ensure that an event recognizes its impact
on society and actively contributes to the three dimensions of sustainability: economic, environmental and
social.

The certification, awarded on 18 November by auditor Bureau Veritas, gives evidence that the Government
of Morocco has successfully addressed the management of improved sustainability throughout all event-
related activities during the entire management cycle of COP 22. Among other things, the COP 22
Sustainability Approach (available online in English and French) includes the following aspects:

e Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions to the extent possible and offsetting of unavoidable emissions;

e Distribution of re-usable bottles that can be filled at water dispensers available throughout the
conference venue free of charge for all participants;

e An ambitious paper reduction initiative, limiting hardcopies and the distribution of paper publications

and making available, free of charge, an innovative NFC-based touch-to-collect technology to

disseminate electronic materials in an easy and interactive way;

Waste separation;

Re-use of all temporary structures;

Using local and seasonal food and distributing unsold meals to local associations;

Using solar energy where possible and complementing the bus fleet with electric cars;

e  Giving priority to hotels with environmentally friendly practices.

The first UN climate change conference to receive ISO 20121 certification was COP 21/CMP 11 held in 2015.
The certification obtained first in Paris and now in Marrakech sets an example for future UN climate change
conferences and beyond, and the good practices established will be shared with future host countries.



http://www.iso.org/iso/sustainable_events_iso_2012.pdf
http://www.iso.org/iso/sustainable_events_iso_2012.pdf
http://www.iso.org/iso/home.html
http://www.bureauveritas.com/
http://cop22.ma/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/COP22-Sustainability.pdf
http://cop22.ma/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Synthe%CC%80se-De%CC%81marche-DD-de-la-COP-22.pdf
http://nearfieldcommunication.org/
http://www.cop21.gouv.fr/en/pour-la-premiere-fois-une-conference-etatique-et-onusienne-sur-le-climat-est-certifiee-par-la-norme-iso-20121/

