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Speech by PERSGA Secretary General In the High Level Segment of
UNFCCC COP23/CMP13/ CMA2

It gives me pleasure to address you on behalf of the Regional Organization for the
Conservation of the Environment of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden (PERSGA),
which is an intergovernmental organization that coordinates and leads joint efforts
for conservation of marine environment and adoption of sustainable development
approach in the region.

Ladies and Gentlemen

The Red Sea renders a global importance as a key navigation passageway linking
east to the west and north to the south. It is also considered by scientists as a
unique and important repository for marine biodiversity.

In the framework of marine environment conservation and reduction of the impacts
of Climate Change, PERSGA has adopted a regional strategy for ecosystem based
solutions in adaptation policies (EbA), besides co-mitigation benefits and building
regional capacities and resilience of blue carbon resources. PERSGA member
states achieved progress in conserving blue carbon resources, and some recent
studies indicated that the mangrove cover in the Red Sea has increased by 12%
during the last four decades, unlike other parts of the world where mangroves have
mostly declined. This was also reflected in including such concept and options by
PERSGA member states in their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs).

At this juncture, we would like to ensure that coastal and marine Ecosystem based
Adaptation and Mitigation actions are not ignored, and they should be considered
in Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) as accredited adaptation and
mitigation actions, and to encourage international efforts in this regard.

Thank You

Dr. Ziad Abu Ghararah
PERSGA Secretary General
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