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I. Introduction
1. Pursuant to decision 19/CMA.1, paragraph 19, the Chairs of the Subsidiary Bodies under the UNFCCC invited Parties and other stakeholders to submit inputs on the first global stocktake (GST) for the third meeting of the Technical Dialogue to be held during the Bonn Climate Change Conference in June 2023. 

2. The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is pleased to share its contribution to the GST. The contribution addresses the relevant guiding questions provided by the Chairs of the Subsidiary Bodies.

II. Responding to the call for submissions by the UNFCCC

3. We have no time to lose. The last seven years have been the hottest ever recorded. We are rapidly approaching dangerous tipping points for human health and safety, ecosystems, and property and infrastructure. However, the climate and nature crises are not inevitable. We know what we need to do, and how to make our planet clean, sustainable, and equitable. Now we need the political will and investment.

4. UNDP’s submission draws upon its most recent support to more than 120 countries under the Climate Promise, the NDC Support Programme (NDC SP), and the broader portfolio of climate change adaptation and mitigation programming, to prepare enhanced Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and to advance their implementation and climate ambition through nationally-owned, socially-inclusive processes. In country after country, UNDP has witnessed, alongside our key partners, the transformations achieved when leadership, political will, evidence-based planning and investment all come together.

5. Recognizing that NDCs are crucial stepping stones towards net-zero emissions and meeting the Paris Agreement goals, the Climate Promise was launched in 2019 and quickly became the world’s largest offer of support to countries on NDCs, delivered in collaboration with over 35 partners and as a major contribution to the NDC Partnership.

6. As of February 2023, 106 countries supported through the Climate Promise had submitted enhanced NDCs to the UNFCCC, representing 23.48% of global emissions (based on CAIT 2019 data) and 83% of developing country submissions. 100% of NDCs supported by Climate Promise have energy targets or policies,  99% include adaptation, and 96% address gender,. 

7. Under a new phase of the Climate Promise, UNDP is now scaling up support to solidify countries' ambition and help turn their NDC targets into action. As politically-backed blueprints for investments in key engines of sustainable development, NDCs offer opportunities to unlock potentials for a just transition. The Climate Promise leverages this engagement and political buy-in on NDCs to support countries to mobilize both public and private investments to realize their priority climate targets while also simultaneously achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.

8. Targeted NDC support provided through the Climate Promise is further leveraged by UNDP’s Global Policy Network and its range of thematic offers on relevant issues, including a vast portfolio accessing and delivering multilateral, bilateral, and vertical funds. UNDP’s Nature, Climate and Energy portfolio spans 137 countries and 802 projects, including the UN’s largest portfolio on climate. Technical services and support are also provided by UNDP’s Sustainable Energy Hub and Sustainable Finance Hub and strengthen alignment with the SDGs and Agenda 2030.

9. Drawing on this extensive portfolio and experience, UNDP has focused its response according to the three overarching themes of the GST.  The aim is to help facilitate the identification of key aspects for the high-level consideration of the outputs that will summarize key political messages of the GST, with a view to strengthening action and enhancing support, as well as enhancing international cooperation.

a. Mitigation

10. The energy sector is the biggest contributor to climate change, accounting for 76% of human-caused greenhouse gas emissions[footnoteRef:2]. The share of electricity in total final energy consumption is about 20%, of which only 28% comes from renewable energy sources[footnoteRef:3]. The biggest challenge of our time is to ensure that the transformation of the global energy system towards a low-carbon and net-zero emissions pathway is fast enough to achieve the Paris Agreement and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and leaves no one behind. The need to transform energy systems is further put into focus by current economic and political dynamics, including the current energy crisis in Europe, which is creating significant pressure on the world’s energy systems. [2:  WRI, 2022. 4 Charts Explain Greenhouse Gas Emissions by Countries and Sectors.]  [3:  IEA, 2022. World Energy Balances: Overview.] 


11. With respect to the guiding questions posed for the Global Stocktake, the GST process should support and guide all stakeholders to rethink energy towards cleaner, more secure, efficient, resilient, and inclusive systems that address poverty and inequality alongside climate change. It is unacceptable that today around 1 out of 10 people doesn’t have access to reliable and affordable electricity and the opportunities it brings[footnoteRef:4]. Meanwhile, nearly a third of the global population relies on solid fuels for cooking, lighting, or heating their homes[footnoteRef:5] – generating household air pollution that kills 3.8 million people per year[footnoteRef:6]. [4:  World Bank/IEA/IRENA/UNSD/WHO 2022 Tracking SDG7 Report.]  [5:  Ibid]  [6:  WHO, 2022. Fact sheet: Household air pollution.] 


12. UNDP has pledged to catalyze knowledge, innovation, partnerships, and finance to provide sustainable, affordable, and reliable energy to an additional 500 million people by 2025, especially for those hardest to reach and in crisis contexts. UNDP‘s new Sustainable Energy Hub will catalyze action towards this ambitious energy targes laid in out in UNDP’s New Strategic Plan and the UN-Energy Pledge. Launched in 2021, the Sustainable Energy Hub is an all-of-UNDP initiative to support countries in advancing a just energy transition by helping transform their energy systems. It catalyzes knowledge, innovation, finance and partnerships across sectors and at the local, national, regional and global levels to assist progress on multiple SDGs while ensuring no one is left behind.

13. The GST can play a key contribution by: encouraging and sharing examples of enhanced energy management and circular economy efforts and solutions; highlighting the need to scale up investments in distributed renewable energy solutions; demonstrating examples of human-centered approaches to integrated energy policies; and strongly advocating for countries to phase out fossil fuel subsidies in ways that are socially fair and economically viable.

14. UNDP is also actively engaged in supporting developing countries’ readiness efforts for carbon markets, in the context of NDC implementation. This includes several initiatives and programmes providing technical assistance and capacity-building support to governments and the private sector to access carbon markets, including setting up the infrastructure for reporting and ensuring transparency, developing regulatory frameworks for Article 6, supporting dialogues with private sector investors, and advising those with active CDM projects on how to treat Certified Emission Reductions vis-a-vis NDC targets. These are all areas where countries can benefit from information-sharing through the GST as well as additional support from development partners.

15. Meanwhile, the forest and land use sector can provide up to one third of the emissions reductions needed to avoid the most severe impacts of climate change – approximately 3.3 GtCO2/year of cost-effective mitigation potential in the tropics alone – representing the most significant opportunity to increase the ambition of NDCs in many tropical forested countries. The Glasgow Leaders Declaration on Forests and Land Use – endorsed by over 140 countries and covering roughly 90% of global forests – reaffirmed the need for swift action and the strengthening of existing political commitments to end global deforestation by 2030.

16. UNDP’s Climate and Forests portfolio supports over 20 countries, including Indigenous Peoples and local communities (IPLCs), to reduce deforestation, forest degradation and to promote sustainable development.  Building on this portfolio, UNDP is scaling up its Forests, Land and Nature (FLN) work area under its Climate Promise, with a focus on delivering the Glasgow Leaders’ Declaration on Forests and Land Use. UNDP is currently supporting eight countries (Cambodia, Colombia, Dominica, Ecuador, Kenya, Liberia, Republic of Congo, and Viet Nam) to advance NDC ambition and implementation in the forests and land use sector, including strengthening the participation of IPLCs and ensuring they have the capacity and resources to contribute to NDC implementation.

17. UNDP’s Paris Agreement LULUCF Assessment & NDC Tool (PLANT) assists countries with data and information to enable their assessment of opportunities to enhance the contribution of the forest sector to NDC mitigation targets, the potential for high-quality emission reductions/removals available for carbon market access, and the systems and processes needed to meet the requirements of the enhanced transparency framework under the Paris Agreement.

18. Access to finance at scale will be critical to reaching the full potential of emissions reductions and removals from the forest sector. Both up-front investments and performance-based finance are needed for forests, and this finance must be channelled toward conserving high-integrity, stable standing forests - those not already significantly disturbed or facing predictable near-future risks. For example, Costa Rica and Indonesia implemented GCF-funded results-based payments for REDD+, using UNDP’s innovative performance-based payment modality, whereby funding is disbursed upon delivery of independently verified results. Under this modality, UNDP disbursed a total of $84 million USD to Costa Rica and Indonesia in 2022, in recognition of enhanced forest protection and restoration efforts, employing socially inclusive and gender responsive approaches. UNDP also supported Costa Rica and Ecuador to reach Memorandums of Agreement (worth ~ $100 million USD) with the LEAF Coalition, applying the ART/TREES Standard for social and environmental integrity of forest sector emissions reductions. The GST process could be used to ensure that the implementation of such performance-based payments and carbon markets for forest sector emissions reductions adhere to social safeguards, particularly respect for the rights of Indigenous Peoples and local communities, including both women and men.

19. Despite ambitious goals, deforestation remains alarmingly high and is increasing rapidly in some nations. Commitments towards the 2030 forest goals including ending natural forest loss are not on track. The Forest Declaration Platform is enabling accountability through regional and global assessments of progress, through the Forest Declaration Assessment; supporting national-level implementation of forest action; and fostering political ambition through multi-stakeholder collaboration and inter-governmental dialogue.

b. Adaptation

20. Climate change’s discernible impacts are most acutely felt by the least developed countries and the most disadvantaged segments of societies. Climate change can reverse hard-won human development gains, worsen inequalities, and trigger displacement and conflict. The 2022 IPCC WGII report, “Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability”, has noted that despite progress in adaptation efforts across all sectors and regions, human-induced climate change has continued to cause widespread impacts on nature and people, with the most vulnerable communities disproportionately affected. The report also stressed that climate change could drive an additional 122 million people into poverty by 2030. Strong political momentum for adaptation action is therefore essential to ensure achievement of both the Paris Agreement objectives as well as Agenda 2030.

21. Over the past two decades, UNDP has supported developing countries, including Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and Small Island Developing States (SIDS) to implement their adaptation priorities – from enhancing food security, to increasing the protection of ecosystems, to rolling-out vital early warning systems. Building on the experiences and lessons from a portfolio of over US$1.6 billion of adaptation projects and programmes across over 95 countries (of which 20 are SIDS and 44 are LDCs), UNDP will continue to support countries’ access and catalyze public and private finance to implement their adaptation priorities, and also build on established science and data to accelerate adaptation. Through its portfolio of completed as well as projects under development, UNDP expects to reach approximately 126 million targeted beneficiaries, and protect 1.4 million hectares of land and over 14,000km of coastline. 

22. UNDP supports climate change adaptation through cross-sectoral solutions in key domains of: adaptation policy and planning, cross-sectoral resilient livelihoods, fostering resilience for food security, ecosystem-based adaptation, climate-resilient water resources and coastal management, climate urban resilience, and climate information and early warnings[footnoteRef:7]. Within this scope of work UNDP offers gender responsive approaches to adaptation strategies and solutions. Gender characterization of key drivers of climate vulnerability and exposure is at core of UNDP’s approach to defining adaptation solutions. [7:  UNDP Climate Change Adaptation (adaptation-undp.org)] 


23. Furthermore, over 96% of the 120 developing countries supported through the Climate Promise to submit revised or updated NDCs enhanced their adaptation ambitions. Through these efforts, countries have increasingly embedded their adaptation priorities in NDCs – pointing to issues of food, water and nutrition security, safeguarding economic assets from extreme climate events and disasters, and the need for protection and regeneration of natural capital.

24. With respect to the guiding questions posed for the GST, UNDP sees the following critical support needs where the GST process could surface best practice examples and lessons learned:

25. The major bottleneck for adaptation action is the availability and access to finance for accelerating implementation and project pipelines. The public sector also continues to provide almost all adaptation financing. The GST needs to demonstrate that investment in climate-resilient development is a good business case, providing significant returns on investment, and that this finance is needed urgently and at scale. This includes expansion of support for early warning systems, in partnership with WMO, UNDP, and others.

26. Partnerships and cooperation are critical to mobilize both political momentum and finance when it comes to adaptation resilience – most notably partnerships between the public and private sectors. The GST can assist by showcasing innovative de-risking financial mechanisms that catalyze private investment in adaptation.

27. Guidance and support is also needed for increased alignment of National Adaptation Plans (NAPs) and NDCs, as well as integration of gender and systematic inclusion of different groups, including Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities, into these processes and implementation.

28. Integrated approaches for nature-based solutions drawing upon National Adaptation Plans, National Forestry-related Plans and National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plans, as well as development of visible the examples of on-the-ground cross-practice work following CBD 15.

29. Africa and SIDS, in particular, are facing relatively severe challenges across all dimensions of vulnerability assessed, and require urgent, consolidated support efforts.

c. Means of implementation and support

30. Through the Climate Promise, UNDP supports countries to develop inclusive and gender-responsive financing strategies, plans or investment frameworks to define and mobilize diverse sources of finance (i.e., international/domestic, public/private sector) to support the implementation of NDC actions and to drive green recovery across key sectors. This includes the implementation of de-risking activities to attract private investments, as well as convening business roundtables to match supply and demand for climate finance with private sector initiatives. UNDP also assists countries to identify innovative financing mechanisms by exploring financing opportunities, such as green bonds, debt-for-nature-swaps, market mechanisms under Article 6 of the Paris Agreement, and voluntary carbon markets.

31. In its role supporting the Coalition of Finance Ministers, as well as its interactions with the Standing Committee on Finance, UNDP continues to advocate for scaled-up adaptation finance. A key contribution to these platforms has been the compilation of evidence and examples of returns on investments in adaptation and the costs of inaction.

32. With respect to the guiding questions posed for the Global Stocktake regarding finance, in terms of barriers and challenges, UNDP sees that many countries face difficulties taking a systematic approach to finance their NDCs through allocating public finance and mobilizing the private sector. UNDP helps countries addressing these challenges through comprehensive climate change financing frameworks. 

33. Regarding the provision of means of implementation and support, UNDP works with countries on finance assessments to help making financial flows consistent with mitigation and adaptation requirements, as well as enhancing national capacities to mobilize, blend, allocate and manage climate finance. UNDP’s Climate Promise is the largest offer to support countries, which has mobilized around $200m since 2017 (including the NDC Support Programme) for countries to enhance and implement their NDCs, and includes around $100m currently under implementation.

34. As repeatedly stated during the Standing Committee of Finance meetings in 2022, civil society can be an important partner for resource mobilization via advocacy and engagement. Through initiatives such as Mission1.5, the Peoples’ Climate Vote, and DearWorldLeaders, UNDP offers easily accessible possibilities for civil society to voice their priorities for climate action and address decision makers.

35. Managed well, just transition to environmentally and socially sustainable economies can be a strong driver of job creation, social justice and poverty eradication. Climate change and the policy responses to it raise new challenges for social justice, human rights, jobs and livelihoods that must be addressed at all levels. Carefully targeted and proactive government and company policies will be required to ensure a just transition for workers and communities and manage trade-offs. This also includes investing in human capital, training, and education systems.

36. UNDP analysis revealed that, as of 31 October 2022, just transition principles were reflected in 38% of NDCs, 56% of Long-Term Strategies, and a growing number of high-profile global initiatives[footnoteRef:8]. Much more, therefore, needs to be done. [8:  UNDP, 2022. How Just Transition can help deliver the Paris Agreement.] 


37. Under the Climate Promise, UNDP has supported, or is supporting, 34 countries and territories to integrate just transition principles and processes into NDCs and LTS across four key entry points:
· Assessments of socio-economic impacts of NDC measures, including employment;
· Social dialogues and stakeholder consultations to promote inclusion and equity in climate action;
· Institutional, policy, and capacity-building support to maximize climate action opportunities while minimizing and managing challenges; and
· Aligning finance to ensure a just transition and invest in green jobs.

38. The GST must advocate for just transition as a centerpiece of climate action – in the energy sector, but also beyond. In particular, developing countries need scaled up support for evidence-based NDC policymaking that draws upon quantitative & qualitative assessments of social, economic, and employment impacts of NDCs, as the development co-benefits of climate policies and actions remain a powerful advocacy tool for bolder climate action. For example, the ILO has estimated the potential of the transition to low-carbon, greener economies can be a net creator of jobs with up to 60 million new jobs created by 2030. Such assessments can support governments to anticipate socio-economic impacts of NDC policies and put in place social protection and capacity building measures (upskilling and reskilling of the workforce) to maximize green job growth and minimize losses.

d. Crosscutting 

39. With respect to the guiding questions posed for the Global Stocktake regarding progress towards the Paris Agreement goals and NDC implementation, UNDP’s 2021 NDC Outlook Report[footnoteRef:9] compared global ambition intentions in 2019 and 2021 and found that the number of countries intending to enhance their NDCs – either by increasing their GHG emission reduction targets and/or by strengthening their adaptation goals – rose from 75 countries in 2019 to 178 in 2021. In 2019, 37 countries planned to update without raising ambition – ultimately, only three did so by 2021. Meanwhile, countries that were unclear on their ambition intentions and/or that provided no information fell from 71 countries in 2019 to 15 in 2021 – showing that even amidst one of the most devastating global health crises, countries continued to define their climate pledges. Finally, the number of countries with no intention to submit fell from 14 in 2019 to 1 in 2021. Despite this promising progress on ambition, the science is unequivocal that far greater efforts are required to achieve the Paris Agreement’s global goals.  [9:  UNDP, 2021. 2021 NDC Outlook Report: The State of Climate Ambition. A 2023 NDC Outlook Report that updates developing country progress on these NDC implementation building blocks is forthcoming and will be uploaded to the GST submission portal for informational purposes. ] 


40. UNDP has also conducted extensive surveys to better understand how developing countries are advancing on seven essential "building blocks" of NDC implementation. These building blocks, defined based on analysis of experience and longstanding engagement with countries on NDCs, include: 1. Institutional coordination and stakeholder engagement mechanisms, 2. NDC implementation plans, 3. Mainstreaming of NDC targets, 4. NDC financial strategies and/or investment plans, 5. Finance mobilized for NDC implementation, 6. NDC priority actions under implementation, and 7. MRV systems. Responses were analyzed from 133 developing countries in 2019 and 122 developing countries in 2021.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Ibid.] 


41. One key trend across all seven building blocks in 2021 was that more developing countries overall were working to put these foundations in place compared to 2019. Developing countries were most advanced on strengthening coordination and engagement mechanisms and least advanced on establishing comprehensive MRV systems. In 2021, nearly all countries (97%) had put in place, or were in the process of institutionalizing, mechanisms to support government coordination on the NDC and stakeholder engagement. At the other end of the spectrum, while 92% of countries were in progress of strengthening the systems for measuring progress of their NDCs, only 4% had a comprehensive system in place. Mobilization of finance was identified as the biggest barrier to climate ambition in both 2019 and 2021.  

42. The dominating factor that impeded country progress on advancement of these NDC building blocks between 2019 and 2021 was the scale of impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, which unsurprisingly caused significant disruption. This related not only to challenges in undertaking and coordinating analyses and consulting key stakeholders, but also to the reported shift in government focus in many countries away from NDC preparation towards virus containment and tracking and resulting economic stimulus and recovery measures. Fifty per cent of Climate Promise countries reported these challenges.

43. In addition, many countries reported that changes in government and/or shifts in ministerial leadership required the redoubling efforts to secure buy-in of new leadership and, in some cases, revamping of existing systems that had been put in place or were in preparation. 

44. Finally, many countries identified weak institutional coordination and capacity constraints as challenges that can delay NDC implementation. Coordination of partner support to countries was identified as important, but sometimes difficult, with several countries citing the extra effort required if parallel processes have been introduced rather than using or strengthening existing coordination mechanisms.

45. With respect to information-sharing, UNDP has supported countries to engage and empower a wide range of relevant stakeholders on climate change policies, plans, strategies, and action through national consultations, as well as support countries to build capacities, share best practices, discuss challenges, and share solutions at national, regional, and international fora. The Regional Climate Weeks (RCWs), of which UNDP is a long-term partner, have been a key platform to advance Action for Climate Empowerment (ACE) activities. UNDP has also been at the helm of global initiatives such as Youth4Climate. 

46. UNDP continues to provide support to countries to avert, minimize and address loss and damage across its portfolios from disaster risk reduction and recovery to climate change adaptation to NDC support and beyond. Over 30 countries supported by the Climate Promise specifically emphasized the needs for loss and damage in their enhanced NDCs – demonstrating increasingly recognition in developing countries, and SIDS and LDCs in particular, that this is an important topic that requires further support. 

47. At its heart, loss and damage is a climate justice issue. The countries and communities that are most vulnerable require adequate, predictable, and equitable technical and financial assistance both in the immediate and long-term. Comprehensively averting, minimizing and addressing loss and damage associated with extreme weather events and slow onset events requires a forward‐looking and long‐term perspective which takes into account the incremental and cumulative nature of the impacts, including both economic and non-economic losses. 

48. The GST process can encourage countries to work together to complement existing efforts to respond to the urgency of enhancing the mobilization of action and support, including finance, data, knowledge, technology and capacity-building. Further support is also required to strengthen inclusion of loss and damage (both economic and non-economic) in NDCs and to assess how L&D can be addressed in NDC implementation. 

49. With respect to gender, primarily through the Climate Promise, UNDP has been supporting developing countries to integrate gender equality and women’s empowerment aspects within the core of NDCs, through a three-pronged approach: effective governance, inclusive planning and integrated policy frameworks – all of which are mutually reinforcing. By promoting institutional coordination between those involved in climate change and gender, as well as ensuring mitigation and adaptation policies and actions are gender-responsive, women’s needs and contributions can be accounted for to advance equal rights, access technology, finance and markets in building resilience and pursuing a transition to a low carbon economy. 

50. As of February 2023, of the 106 Climate Promise countries that submitted updated NDCs, 100 countries integrated gender equality considerations in comparison to only 49 of the same countries in the first generation of NDCs.[footnoteRef:11] [11:   UNDP Climate Promise Tracker on Gender, 2023 ] 


51. A key success factor for raising climate ambition is to ensure youth-inclusive processes in climate negotiations and policy-making, as well as NDC implementation, monitoring and accountability. UNDP supported young people to be an intrinsic part of the recent NDC enhancement process in 80 countries. 97% of enhanced NDCs supported through the Climate Promise include considerations of young people, compared to 40% of first-generation NDCs, and approximately 60% included specific youth-related targets and measures.

52. At COP26, leaders affirmed the critical role of Indigenous Peoples in protecting and sustainably managing the world’s lands and forests. UNDP supports Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities, including women, to participate in forest and climate decision-making processes and to access finance. Failure to recognize Indigenous Rights will derail the achievement of global climate pledges. NDCs can only be successfully implemented if they include the contributions of Indigenous Peoples and local community lands and territories, and currently most NDCs fall short on engaging IPLCs in revision or implementation.

III. Areas of opportunity

53. Building on the 2021 NDC Outlook Report, in 2022, UNDP analysed NDC trends, challenges, and opportunities by region[footnoteRef:12]. Key points are highlighted here in the context of the GST and areas of opportunity for support and collaboration.  [12:  UNDP, 2022. State of Climate Ambition snapshots for Africa, Arab States, Asia-Pacific, Europe and Central Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, SIDS, and LDCs.] 


Africa

54. Green jobs and just transition are emerging themes gaining interest across the region. Ensuring an inclusive and equitable shift towards low-carbon economies is paramount in Africa, where multidimensional poverty, disparities in equality, and large youth populations are ever present. 

55. Green hydrogen has been garnering interest in West Africa, as evidenced by the work of the ECOWAS Center for Renewable Energy & Energy Efficiency and the West African Science Service Centre on Climate Change and Adapted Land Use to develop a regional policy on green hydrogen. The objective is to provide a roadmap for West African countries to effectively and directly benefit from the emerging market by tapping into local green hydrogen sources.

56. Climate finance: Access to finance continues to be a key challenge and priority for African countries, which have expressed massive financial support needs that extend far beyond the scope of countries’ available resources but that also struggle to address investment barriers. If countries are to meet their climate commitments and meaningfully increase climate resilience, then finance at scale is required from all available sources, including public grants, private sector investments, and innovative approaches such as green and blue bonds – as well as leveraging a key role in protecting forests.

57. African countries are also seeking capacity building to ensure that they have the capabilities to engage in Article 6 cooperative approaches and mechanisms which can facilitate private sector investment in climate change mitigation.

Arab States

58. Green recovery: Many countries in the region face are mounting economic, social and political instability alongside increasing climatic disasters. A key support need is to integrate climate adaptation into the recovery of key economic sectors, as a means of building back better and ensuring results can withstand future climate shocks. Examples are needed of climate solutions that can be mainstreamed into the recovery of agriculture, micro-small- and medium-size enterprises, tourism and infrastructure sectors, along with other sectors that are at the center of economic recovery needs while also being highly vulnerable to climate risks.

59. Low-carbon cities: More than 65 percent of the Arab population lives in cities and, by 2050, it is estimated that urban populations will double in size. Strong urban planning is required to address the continued growth of cities while also taking into consideration the impacts of rising temperatures. The priority lies in capacity development for cities with the focus on energy-efficient buildings, transport, district heating and cooling, and deployment of technologies to promote productive uses of renewable energy for economic sectors and households.

60. Climate security: Climate change acts as a risk multiplier, potentially increasing the risk for conflict and displacement in the region as tensions mount over sharing access to increasingly scarce natural resources. Integrated responses at policy level to tackling climate change, conflict prevention and sustaining peace are needed. 

Asia-Pacific

61. Long-term strategies and net-zero commitments: There is increasing demand in the region to support countries to develop long-term strategies at national, sectoral, and subnational levels, while ensuring alignment with net-zero ambitions and NDCs.

62. Support to agriculture, forests, and land use work is increasing in the region, helping to demonstrate the “nature ratchet” in NDCs and delivering on the Glasgow Leaders’ Declaration on Forests and Land Use. Countries are increasingly identifying transformative climate actions required for land use and agriculture, integrating climate into national and sectoral planning, budgeting and monitoring processes for land use and agriculture; and increasing public-private sector engagement. UNDP is supporting Cambodia, Viet Nam, Mongolia, Nepal, and Thailand on actions that include identifying the investment scope to meet forest mitigation targets through carbon markets, developing methodologies to estimate forest degradation and measure carbon stocks, and promoting and scaling agricultural technologies. There is an opportunity to build on this momentum and strengthen this type of work across the region.

Europe and Central Asia

63. Renewable energy: Although there is excellent regional potential for solar, wind, biomass, small hydropower and geothermal energy in the region, the majority of these resources remain untapped. Increased access to renewable energy, coupled with more opportunities for energy efficiency, is necessary to support countries in their transition to a green economy.

64. Just transition: Increasingly the region – especially the Western Balkans – is showing interest in adopting just transition approaches in the move towards decarbonization. The EU Just Transition Mechanism provides scope for accession countries with support to ensure their transition to a low-carbon economy happens in a fair and equitable way. 

65. Carbon markets: As more countries across the region develop long-term strategies to phase out coal and gas, develop renewable energy strategies, and improve carbon sink potential through forests, Article 6 mechanisms have become increasingly relevant instruments to incentivize investment for a transition towards low-carbon economies.

Latin America and the Caribbean

66. Carbon markets: The Latin American region, especially those countries with large extensions of forests, have welcomed carbon markets as an important means to achieve greater ambition in their NDCs, strengthen long-term decarbonization strategies and contribute to sustainable development. UNDP has formed a Carbon Market Task Team and participates in initiatives such as the Voluntary Carbon Markets Integrity Initiative (VCMI) to provide technical assistance to countries in this regard. Areas of support being demanded include: how to harmonize voluntary markets with regulations supportive of NDC implementation, developing necessary infrastructure and regulations to carry out transactions, and strengthening MRV capacities.

67. Results-based payments for REDD+ remain an important source of finance for tropical forest countries. A total of seven countries in the Latin American region have accessed REDD+ results-based payments from the Green Climate Fund since 2019, a total of approximately USD 400 million. These are valuable resources that are being reinvested in the implementation of these countries’ NDCs, with a focus on the forest sector. In many countries in the Latin American region, part of the resources will also be used to invest in filling the gaps to access international private climate finance through voluntary carbon markets as noted above.  

68. Voluntary Carbon Footprint Programmes: Pioneered by countries such as Chile and Peru with UNDP support, these initiatives are now being more widely promoted by governments in the region as a tool to engage the interest and awareness of the private sector in participating in the implementation of the NDC and long-term decarbonization strategies. As there is a demand from Latin American countries to replicate these experiences, UNDP has prepared an implementation guide that draws upon the experiences and lessons learned in the region.

69. Blue economy approaches: For SIDS, whose economies largely depend on ocean-based activities, utilizing blue economy approaches that prioritize ocean ecosystem health by considering environmental, economic, and social sustainability is paramount. Increasingly, SIDS countries in the LAC region are including concrete ocean, blue carbon, and blue economy activities into their NDCs. In doing so, these countries are recognizing the role of marine and coastal ecosystems in achieving NDC emission reduction targets and adaptation and mitigation goals. Employing blue economy approaches allows countries to support the sustainable use of ocean resources for economic growth, improved livelihoods, and employment.  

IV. Looking forward

70. The decisions we make today will impact every generation to come. UNDP calls on all governments, private sector, civil society, and communities to champion and invest in responding to this global emergency, and in supporting countries to realize their pledges on climate action. 

71. The first GST must inspire and accelerate momentum among Parties and non-Party stakeholders to enhance the world’s collective ambition for achieving the long-term goals under the Paris Agreement and support countries in realizing their national commitments on climate action. The outcomes of the first GST must provide a clear statement on our collective progress and send an unequivocal political signal on the need to ramp-up ambition and build a green, sustainable, and climate-resilient future, with social and economic prosperity for all. 

72. The GST should tell us not only where we are and where we need to go, but also how we will get there. Its outcomes must provide a clear and practical roadmap to 2030 and beyond that will guide the way Parties and non-Party stakeholders can increase their ambition and enhance implementation by: 
· Identifying implementable solutions and investment opportunities in climate action that make smart economic sense and drive sustainable development. Smart investments can stimulate economic recovery, set economies on trajectories to lower emissions, and improve resilience.
· Strengthening efforts to align their NDCs and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). NDC actions can foster synergies with national development priorities that reflect the 2030 Agenda, while increasing policy coherence and improving the effectiveness of implementation.
· Encouraging inclusive and transparent collective action by engaging all stakeholders, including local governments, the private sector, civil society, and local and indigenous communities. 
· Leveraging the momentum, technology, and partnerships needed to enhance their NDCs and foster effective implementation on the ground. In country after country, UNDP has witnessed the transformations achieved when leadership, political will, evidence-based planning and investment comes together. 
· Promoting international cooperation that will increase access to finance, scale-up prioritized measures, and accelerate the global energy transition toward net zero and climate resilient pathways— including through just energy transition partnerships.

73. The GST must also establish a facilitative, trust-based, and inclusive work programme to drive ambition, support governments and citizens on the frontlines of climate impacts, and align all sectors, economies, and countries with a resilient 1.5°C world that provides social and economic prosperity for all.

V. Country examples from UNDP's work

74. UNDP has supported the implementation of many activities that can serve as success stories for the GST, particularly in the context of ambition raising and accelerating implementation. 

Mitigation: energy sector

75. The GEF-funded Africa Minigrids Programme (AMP) will initially support 21 countries to transform their energy markets and increase energy access in-line with global climate goals by reducing the cost and increasing the commercial viability of renewable energy mini grids. The 21 AMP countries (Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Chad, Comoros, Djibouti, Democratic Republic of Congo, Eswatini, Ethiopia, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Sao Tome e Principe, Somalia, Sudan, and Zambia) collectively host an estimated total of 396 million people without electricity or more than two-thirds of the 567 million total people without access to electricity in sub-Saharan Africa. 

76. The Enhanced Rural Resilience in Yemen project helps rural communities to better cope with crises. It encourages the development of renewable energy as a way to achieve financial and community stability, prioritizing the people and groups whose need is greatest. As part of this effort, three community-run solar micro-grid stations were set up in conflict-affected areas, including the country's first women-owned micro-grid, which has contributed to shifting gender perspectives and providing women with an income and new opportunities.

77. In Uruguay, transport is the highest emitter sector of CO2. But with a clean electricity matrix, which is at 97% from renewables, and the maturation of electric mobility technologies, Uruguay is now transitioning towards e-mobility. The support of the GEF-funded UNDP Movés Project has been instrumental in the approval of a new subsidy to cover the price gap between an electric and a diesel bus, instead of subsidizing the diesel costs. This subsidy will cover up to 150 buses to start. From a fiscal point of view, this new technology subsidy equals the fossil fuel (diesel) subsidy, while contributing to a transformation of the sector toward sustainable transport.

Mitigation: forest sector

78. UNDP supported at least 20 countries to integrate and strengthen forest and land use mitigation efforts in their enhanced NDCs. For example, Kenya drew on its REDD+ progress to include REDD+ explicitly in the set of NDC sectoral policies supporting implementation of its climate change adaptation and mitigation actions. Cambodia’s revised NDC included an ambitious quantitative Forestry and Land Use sector target - to halve the deforestation rate by 2030 - thus addressing the country's largest source of emissions, in line with the national REDD+ strategy. In the case of Honduras, technical support led to improved clarity on the role of the national REDD+ strategy and inclusion of a quantitative forest restoration goal in its updated NDC.

79. UNDP is supporting interested countries and jurisdictions to meet the requirements of carbon market standards like the Architecture for REDD+ Transactions (ART) platform’s REDD+ Environmental Excellence Standard (TREES). Support has been extended to Costa Rica, nine states of the Brazilian Legal Amazon, Ecuador and Ghana, to meet the requirements of the standard.

80. UNDP is supporting countries to reinvest results-based payments for REDD+ in further climate mitigation in the forest sector through payment for ecosystem services and community forestry programs, supporting Green Recovery from Covid-19 through sustainable, socially inclusive, and gender-responsive rural development and equitable benefit-sharing. The flagship programs include, Brazil’s Floresta+, Ecuador’s Socio Bosque Program, Indonesia’s Social Forestry Program, and Costa Rica’s world-renowned Payment for Environmental Services Programme.

81. UNDP is supporting Ghana to reduce forest degradation and deforestation of its Northern Savannah region, aiming to restore over 500,000 hectares of shea forest, while promoting investment in the shea value chain and women’s empowerment.

Mitigation: urban solutions and circular economy

82. UNDP is promoting integrated urban solutions in Malaysia, including crowding in private investment, supporting city-level climate finance instruments, and driving a zero-carbon transition with integrated urban energy, building, transport and waste systems in five pilot cities.

83. In Paraguay, UNDP is supporting the Asuncion Metropolitan Area with the development of an integrated framework for low carbon urban services including waste management, transport, energy and green infrastructure.

84. In Lao PDR, circular economy assessments conducted under the Climate Promise identified 17 circular interventions that can contribute to achieving carbon neutrality by 2040, adding US$ 16 billion per year to GDP and creating up to 1.6 million circular jobs by 2050. A Community of Practice was also set up to provide technical assistance to public and private actors to identify circular economy actions for increased climate ambition. 

85. In Comoros, the Maldives and Costa Rica, the UNDP Ocean Innovation Challenge (OIC) is promoting a circular economy approach to ending marine plastics pollution via the introduction of national Extended Producer Responsibility Schemes in each country. Other OIC projects promoting the circular economy include the use of coconut husk waste as a benign substitute for polystyrene used in coolers (Philippines) and sustainable growth and harvesting of kelp seaweed as an alternative to carbon intensive industrial fertilizer (Morocco, Mexico).

Adaptation

86. In Zambia, UNDP has partnered with FAO and WFP through a GCF-financed project to help farmers in 16 districts across five provinces to cope better with climate change threats through the use of modern technology, sustainable growing techniques, and better understanding of climate change. Since the project was launched in February 2019, over 170,000 small-scale farmers have become involved. 

87. In Cuba, UNDP has been supporting ecosystem-based adaptation as a cost-effective way to preserve and restore natural habitats and protect coastal communities. A recently closed Adaptation Fund-financed project restored 1,400 ha of mangroves, established 1,500 ha of red mangroves, and restored and enriched 4,300ha of woodlands. The impacts of the project are now being scaled through the GCF-financed Mi Costa Project.  

88. In Colombia, UNDP supports the GCF-financed “Scaling up Climate Resilient Water Management Practices for Vulnerable Communities in La Mojana” project. The project will benefit more than 400,000 people with strengthened water management, ecosystem-based adaptation approaches, early warning systems and climate resilient livelihoods. Through the project, climate-resilient farming practices and enhanced production are enabling vulnerable communities to have healthy and nutritious food. This helped to protect communities from loss of livelihoods and forced migration during the COVID-19 pandemic and during other climate shocks like intense storms and floods. Improvement of water supply infrastructure is helping families of La Mojana to have continued access to clean and reliable water to drink, wash vegetables and maintain safe hygiene for herself and her family throughout the year. 

89. In the Maldives, the GCF-financed “Supporting Vulnerable Communities in Maldives to Manage Climate Change-Induced Water Shortages” project targets 49 islands across of 13 atolls of the country that continue to experience water shortages. The project aims to provide safe and reliable freshwater to 105,000 people, roughly 30 percent of the island nation's residents. Under the project, a 90-day reserve of clean water will be secured, reducing the exposure to health risks from untreated water. 

90.  In Egypt, a GCF-financed project supported by UNDP is protecting people and the economy from the devastating impacts of sea-level rise. With the project’s help, 17 million people will be protected from coastal flooding with the installation of 69 kilometers of low-cost dikes system across the Nile Delta shores designed to look like natural coastal features and/or sand dunes. 

91. In Georgia, a multi-hazard early warning system and the use of climate information are being scaled-up nation-wide by developing and implementing a nation-wide MultiHazard Early Warning System (MHEWS), developing and delivering climate information services, and implementing community-based risk reduction measures to serve a targeted 1.7 million Georgians currently at risk from climate-induced hazards. 

92.  In Mongolia, through the Germany International Climate Initiative (IKI) funded and FAO-UNDP implemented Scaling up Climate Action in Land Use and Agriculture through the NAP and NDCs (SCALA) programme, the country has prioritized adaptation action in animal husbandry, pastureland management and arable farming. On arable farming, the country’s NDC outlines Mongolia’s plans to improve legal frameworks to overcome climate change adaptation challenges and aims to introduce advanced water and labor efficient technologies in the production of potatoes, vegetables, fruits and berries to enhance productivity over the next five years of the SCALA programme support. 

Means of implementation

93. Indonesia has assessed that the costs of climate change in 2050 may be about 1.4% of the economy as measured by GDP. To pay for urgent climate actions in support of the NDC, the government has become a world leader in the creation and use of “green sukuks” – bonds raising more than $2.75 billion. UNDP has supported the Ministry of Finance with technical assistance, capacity development, project pipeline selection, global advocacy, and impact reporting. 

94. In Lebanon, a key element for accelerating NDC action is the creation of a Lebanon Green Investment Facility that will support development of bankable projects as well as accessible financial instruments for the private sector. UNDP is supporting these efforts alongside the World Bank and the Islamic Development Bank. 

95. Peru has estimated that around 40% of the $91 billion funding gap needed to implement its NDC priorities between now and 2030 is best suited for private sector investments. To increase participation, roadmaps for green finance and for private and finance sector engagement in NDC implementation have been prepared, and a permanent consultative group established that includes 20 of the country’s largest business groups and initiatives. Preparations for green bonds and carbon bonds are also well underway.

Just transition

96. Serbia is advancing on a just green transition as it begins the move away from coal as the dominant fuel source for energy production. With support from UNDP, the government of Japan, and the EU, the government is defining a strategy that will ensure a fair transition is secured for those regions, sectors, and local communities economically dependent on the intensive use of fossil fuels, so that no one is left behind. In parallel, innovative business models and green technology investments that help to de-carbonize the economy and industry will be advanced. 

97. Zimbabwe’s economy is highly reliant on agriculture and forestry, and the revised NDC seeks to support its National Vision 2030, the aim of which is to turn the country into an upper middle-income economy “with no-one left behind.” UNDP and ILO supported Zimbabwe to conduct a green jobs assessment to measure the economic and social impact of proposed new climate policies across the whole of society – including women and young people. The assessment found climate policies present a huge potential for job creation. For example, investments in conservation agriculture could create up to 30,000 jobs for every million US dollar invested. In Nigeria, results from the quantitative Green Jobs Assessment Model (GJAM) informed the NDC and just transition roadmap, while in Turkiye, the same model was used to analyse the effects of decreasing the share of coal in electricity production and increasing investments in wind and solar electricity. This critical work is being expanded to measure broader socio-economic implications of implementing NDCs and LTS targets.

98. In Antigua and Barbuda, the revised NDC seeks to include more articulated targets/measures related to adaptation in the key sectors, i.e. energy, transportation, waste, water, land use/forestry, building, insurance, agriculture, and health. UNDP is working closely with ILO to help the country facilitate an inclusive just transition to ensure that vulnerable groups in fragile sectors are not left behind.

99. Albania, Vietnam, Jordan, Benin, and the Philippines are conducting assessments to prioritize NDC measures that contribute to green recovery (e.g., job creation, economic growth, inclusivity, and social protection), with a particular focus on supporting livelihoods of those most affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Cross-cutting: Gender

100. Building women’s capacity is very important to ensure their inclusion in formulating new climate policies and to close the gender gap in climate decision-making. For example, the Marshall Islands has initiated a program to eliminate Violence against Women and Girls, exacerbated due to climate change impacts through targeted programming and outreach support to the most vulnerable communities.  In 2022, a capacity building process on GBV and climate change impacts was put together at two levels: The first level ensures that vulnerable groups have access to updated information on GBV as well as funding opportunities.  The second level aims to build the capacity of Government staff to address GBV and climate issues while strengthening coordination with partners working in this area. This includes the development of standards for the provision of multi-sectoral responses to GBV.

101. New financing mechanisms can enable women to better contribute to climate action. For example, Zimbabwe is establishing a renewable energy fund that will create specific entrepreneurship opportunities for women. In Uzbekistan, a pilot green mortgage scheme helped rural households in 5 regions access affordable low-carbon energy technologies. Because of the scheme’s gender-responsive criteria and targeting, 67 percent of mortgages were taken out by women-headed households. Increasing the gender-responsiveness of climate finance is a win-win, improving the effectiveness, efficiency, and sustainability of investments while also increasing women’s empowerment and resilience.

102. Uruguay has established a gender-responsive monitoring, reporting and verification system to track how Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) programming is supporting gender equality and women’s empowerment. The system was improved and relaunched in 2021.

103. In Cabo Verde, the Institute for Gender Equality and Equity, a supporting agency across numerous sectors, leads on defining specific needs, targets, and indicators related to gender mainstreaming in climate action across all industries and intervention areas.

104. Belize’s Micro Small and Medium Enterprise (MSME) Strategy implemented by the government of Belize prioritizes its support to women and youth owned enterprises by targeting them as the primary beneficiary group for enterprise investment and capacity building for resilience operations.  The Greening Modules implemented through the Programme are meant to guide blue entrepreneurship and innovation opportunities within Belize´s local economy.  The MSME strategy supports integrated entrepreneurship and provides capacity building for   entrepreneurs across technology, digitalization and innovation to foster the economic empowerment of Belizean women and youth The gender analyses also provided strategic recommendations to strengthen the countries’ outcomes on gender equality and climate action.
 
105. Georgia has developed a guide on mainstreaming gender in climate change interventions that is now available for all civil servants working on environmental issues and NDC implementation. The guide explains how climate change has a disproportionate impact on women and girls and identifies gender-responsive activities that can be employed in key sectors affected by climate change such as agriculture, forestry, energy, transport, construction, and industry.

Cross-cutting: Loss and damage

106. The recent Post-Disaster Needs Assessment of the recent Pakistan floods, prepared by the Government of Pakistan with support from UNDP and partners, estimated total damages to exceed USD 14.9 billion and total economic losses to reach about USD 15.2 billion. Loss in gross domestic product (GDP) as a direct impact of the floods was projected to be around 2.2 percent of FY22 GDP. Estimated needs for rehabilitation and reconstruction in a resilient way are at least USD 16.3 billion, not including much-needed new investments beyond the affected assets, to support Pakistan’s adaptation to climate change and overall resilience of the country to future climate shocks. The Assessment highlights that the national poverty rate may increase by up to 4.0 percentage points. UNDP supported the Government of Pakistan to host the International Conference on Climate Resilient Pakistan, which raised over $9 billion for recovery efforts from Pakistan’s most recent devastating floods.

Cross-cutting: Inclusion

107. In Nigeria, 1,000 young people shared their concerns and ideas - from the adoption of climate-smart-agriculture practices; to the revision of taxes on renewable energy; to the introduction of climate change in the national education curriculum with the government.

108. In Zimbabwe, more than 200 representatives from youth organizations from all provinces, urban and rural, fed into a policy brief to inform revision of the country’s NDC.

109. UNDP supported South Africa in strengthening public engagement mechanisms, with a focus on women and youth, and by supporting initiatives that empower and capacitate youth on climate issues. A youth consultation process was undertaken, including the launch of a youth survey framework focused on climate change, energy and just transition, which was piloted with 150 youth participants. UNDP will continue to strengthen the youth constituency as well as climate awareness and action among youth through the Youth Barometer survey work and through new cooperation with UNICEF.

110. Honduras’ NDC is a result of a highly inclusive and whole-of-society driven NDC revision process that involved 74 technical working meetings, three socialization workshops, and three validation meetings with relevant key stakeholders. Comprehensive information on social inclusion (gender equality and equity, young people, and indigenous and Afro-Honduran peoples) was elaborated, including six social commitments, such as identification of clear roles of relevant institutions to play a role in NDC implementation and ensure the promotion of social inclusion, gender equality, women’s empowerment, and intergenerational equity. 

111. Liberia’s NDC was revised through robust and inclusive stakeholder engagement processes based on a whole-of government, whole of society participatory approach. The revision process included youth, gender, and private sector dialogues. The revised NDC was validated at both the national and regional levels with the participation of local authorities, women, and youth representatives, with UNDP support. The dialogues identified gaps in NDC implementation and opportunities for internal and external partnerships and explored means to strengthen governance and coordination mechanisms for effective NDC implementation. 
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