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OUTLINE

• What we learned from Typhoon Haiyan
• Definition of Public Access to Information
• General Principle on Access to Information in the Philippines
• Key elements of an effective and efficient public access to 

information on climate change
• Significant role of information and communication technologies (ICTs)
• Good practices in the Philippines
• Lessons learnt in enabling public access to climate change 

information



WE LEARNED FROM TYPHOON YOLANDA.

Courtesy: Wikimedia.org



WHAT IS PUBLIC ACCESS TO INFORMATION?

• People has the right to know the information they need

• People shall be allowed access to data held by an 
institution

• Open to the general public

• Refers to dissemination and making information available to 
the public



GENERAL PRINCIPLE ON ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION IN THE PHILIPPINES

• 1987 Constitution Article III Bill of Rights, Section 7:

The right of the people to information of matters of public
concern shall be recognized.

Access to official records and documents, and papers
pertaining to official acts, transactions, or decisions as well as to
government research data used as basis for policy development,
shall be afforded the citizen, subject to such limitations as may be
provided by law.



KEY ELEMENTS OF PUBLIC ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION ON CLIMATE CHANGE 

• Types of instrument available 
• legal (environmental laws, protocols, MOU/MOA), media, 

websites, social media, e-/library, soft/hard, network

• Relevant constitutional provisions on access to 
information

• 1987 Constitution Article III Bill of Rights, Section 7
• No enacted FOIA yet but a combination of the 

Constitutional right and various other legal provisions 
makes it one of the most open countries in the region



KEY ELEMENTS OF PUBLIC ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION ON CLIMATE CHANGE 
Key principles on public access to information

• Open and Accessible

• Collaborative and Coherent

• Sustainable and Up-to-date

• Transparent

• User-friendly

• Monitored



KEY ELEMENTS OF PUBLIC ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION ON CLIMATE CHANGE 

• Role of the government

• Philippine Climate Change Commission – shall oversee
the dissemination of information on climate change,
local vulnerabilities and risks, relevant laws and protocols
and mitigation and adaptation measures.

(Section 9, Climate ChangeAct)



KEY ELEMENTS OF PUBLIC ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION ON CLIMATE CHANGE 

Role of the government

• Department of Environment and Natural Resources -
oversee the establishment and maintenance of a
climate change information management system and
network, including on climate change risks, activities and
investments, in collaboration with other concerned
national government agencies, institutions and LGUs

(Section 9, Climate ChangeAct)



KEY ELEMENTS OF PUBLIC ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION ON CLIMATE CHANGE 

Role of the government

• Philippine Information Agency - disseminate information
on climate change, local vulnerabilities and risk, relevant
laws and protocols and adaptation and mitigation
measures.

• Provincial governments shall provide technical 
assistance, enforcement and information management 
in support of municipal and city climate change action 
plans. Inter-local government unit collaboration shall be 
maximized in the conduct of climate- related activities.



KEY ELEMENTS OF PUBLIC ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION ON CLIMATE CHANGE 

Role of the government

• Environmental Management Bureau – permanent
secretariat to the National and Regional Committees on
Environmental Education; convenes meetings on
environmental education in coordination with NGAs,
NGOs and private sector partners

• Integration of environmental education in the school
curricula at all levels

(Section 3, RA 9512)



KEY ELEMENTS OF PUBLIC ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION ON CLIMATE CHANGE 
Role of the government

• Department of Education, Commission on Higher
Education – In coordination with DENR and other
relevant agencies, shall undertake capacity-building
programs nationwide such as trainings, seminars,
workshops on environmental education, development
and production of environmental education materials,
and teacher-education courses and related livelihood
programs

(Section 7, RA 9512)



KEY ELEMENTS OF PUBLIC ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION ON CLIMATE CHANGE 
Types of information for public access

• All information on climate change, local vulnerabilities
and risks, relevant laws and protocols and adaptation
and mitigation measures

Such as: Documents, publications, fact sheets, methodologies, tools,
climate change-related terminologies, projects and initiatives,
policy, plans, institutional contacts, risk assessment studies, climate
trends and projections, maps, educational materials and
environmental modules on climate change, etc.



KEY ELEMENTS OF PUBLIC ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION ON CLIMATE CHANGE 
Database and Information Management 
System

• Development of ISSP

• Conduct of IT Audit

• Needs Assessment

• System Design and Planning

• Implementation



KEY ELEMENTS OF PUBLIC ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION ON CLIMATE CHANGE 
• Financial Resources – ensure budget planning and 

resource allocation; identify multiple sources of funding

• Stakeholder engagement – open communication and 
strong linkage with concerned stakeholders especially 
with the most vulnerable groups

• Information translation – suit various cultures, contexts 
and dialects; laymanize if necessary



SIGNIFICANT ROLE OF INFORMATION AND 
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES (ICTS)
• ICTs serve as databases for logistics management, mapping, 

modelling, and forecasting

• acts as knowledge and decision support tools for early warning, 
mitigation and response planning

• has a pivotal role in sharing information, promoting cooperation, and 
providing channels for open dialogue and information exchange

• can be used in communicating and disseminating information 
particularly to remote at-risk communities, and in teaching and raising 
awareness for a culture of safety
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DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATIONAL MODULES 
INTEGRATING CCA AND DRR AT THE  TERTIARY 
LEVEL

• BS Fisheries for the Coastal and Marine Sector
• BS Nursing for Health
• BS Agriculture and Agricultural Engineering for Agriculture
• BS Civil Engineering for Water Sector 
• BS Forestry for Forestry and Biodiversity Sector 



SOCIAL MEDIA



CAMPAIGNS/EVENTS



PHILIPPINE DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN 2011-2016

ENHANCED RESILIENCE OF NATURAL 
SYSTEMS AND COMMUNITIES

• Conduct geohazard mapping

• Conduct unified mapping

• Improve weather, flood and hazard forecasting and 
monitoring

• Vulnerability assessment and mapping of 
ecosystems

• Conduct Research Studies on climate change

• Produce climate change resilient crop/tree species

Generation of Geohazard MapsGeneration of Geohazard Maps



GOOD PRACTICES IN THE PHILIPPINES
• Information sharing is collaborative in nature

• Integration of knowledge systems at regional, national 
and community levels

• Civil society and private sector are involved

• Risk information is systematically used for policy and 
decision-making

• Gender-responsive



GOOD PRACTICES IN THE PHILIPPINES

• Design methods and approaches that facilitate the 
capturing of good practice and flow of information and 
knowledge

• Design communication and knowledge sharing 
initiatives that aim at concrete and measurable impact

• Development of strategic communication plan 
(ComPlan)

• Cooperation with media and public communication 
agencies



LESSONS LEARNED

• Public information should be provided without increasing capital or 
personnel costs

• Accuracy and timeliness should be increased

• Technical terms/concepts/subject should be understandable by 
the general public

• Information should be updated and monitored

• Budgetary constraint is a big issue!



THANK YOU . . .


