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Integrating socio-economic information into
impact & vulnerability assessments

UNFCCC expert meeting on socio-economic information under the Nairobi Work Programme, 
Trinidad & Tobago, 10-12 March 2008 

Presented by: Yvette Aguilar, El Salvador

Sharing a case study: 
Integrated vulnerability & adaptation assessments & planning 
of rural communities living in the coastal plain of El Salvador

GEF-regional project:
“Strengthening National Capacities for
Stage II Adaptation in Central America, 

Mexico & Cuba” (2003-2007)

Conceptual Framework The selected territory as a human system
or a socio-natural system
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Explicative variables of climate vulnerability (V)

V = f {E, R, A}

Vulnerability approach: Risk approach: 

Risk = f {E,  V   };      V = f [R, A]
=>     f {E, f [R, A]} 

Socio-economic & natural variables of the local territory

Interface between the variables & indicators of the local 
territory and the vulnerability-related variables 

Relational framework to calculate and integrate socio-
economic information to vulnerability assessments
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To develop local socio-economic scenarios
it should be fully considered:

Socioeconomic scenarios: 4-step participatory process

Developing local socio-economic baseline scenarios Calculating current (C) & future (F) values of an integrated
vulnerability index and its explicative variables  

Current value of the vulnerability index Adaptive capacity
Resilience
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Contribution of the 3 inner environments to the current
adaptive capacity of the selected local territory

Contribution of the 3 inner environments to the current
resilience of the selected local territory

Local participation is relevant to:

Incorporating local knowledge to impacts & 
vulnerability assessments

The linkages accross the different socio-conomic
levels are relevant to scoping local adaptation
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Synergies between adaptation & mitigation 
(development) policies

Any adaptation strategy should include the advocacy for 
effective mitigation in order to decrease climate change threats

Mitigation strategies should not include measures that increase 
climate vulnerabilities in developing countries, such as those that 
could reduce the acces to or the use of land by rural people 
(biofuels, forest plantations and other forest-related activities (the 
sinks options)

Current disjointed programmes on adaptation under the 
UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol processes are just a few, and are 
not in synergy with the development policy-making process

A coordinated international response to the impacts of climate
change is required, including developing policy and legal 
frameworks to climate-proof development and poverty eradication

Thank you for your attention!  


