
MRV for developing country Parties: an 
overview

Sub-Regional Dialogue on the MRV framework - West Africa
Lomé, Togo, 4 to 6 October 2016

Jigme, Team Lead, Transparency Implementation Support Unit

Mitigation, Data and Analysis Programme, UNFCCC



What constitutes the existing MRV arrangements for developing 
country Parties under the Convention



What is a “National Communication”



What is a “Biennial Update Report”



How does the BUR relate to a national communication

• The BUR provides an update of the information provided in the most recent NC 
[decision 2/CP.17, annex III, paragraph 2]

• As such, the NC guidelines form the basis for BUR reporting

• NC guidelines are explicitly referenced in the BUR guidelines related to the national 
greenhouse gas inventory [decision 2/CP.17, annex III, paragraph 3]

• Some elements of reporting are ONLY mentioned in the NC guidelines

• Some elements of reporting are ONLY mentioned in the BUR guidelines

• Some elements of reporting have been 

• repeated (for emphasis), 

• updated (e.g. change in terminology) or 

• detailed in the BUR guidelines compared to the NC guidelines



What is “international consultation and analysis”?
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Process and timeline for the technical analysis (BUR + REDD-plus 
technical annex)

Pre‐technical 
analysis session 
phase

Technical 
analysis 
session

Post‐technical analysis session phase

• Final 
clarifications

• Prepare  zero 
order draft

• QA/QC

• Editing

• Formatting 

• Composition of 
the TTE

• Logistical 
preparations

• Substantive 
preparations  

• Initial 
clarifications

• Review and 
comment by 
Party 

• TTE Finalizes 
the summary 
report in 
consultation 
with Party

• Proofreading

• Formatting

 Publication

Max 6 
months 
after 

submission

Submission 
BUR

Max 3 
months 
after start

Start the 
technical 
analysis

Max 3 
months 
after 
receipt

Draft 
summary 
report

Max 3 
months 
after 
receipt

Comments 
by Party

Final 
summary 
report

Involvement of Party

Consultation with Parties on identification of 
capacity-building needs (written or in-

person remote interaction)



Implementation status

National communications

BUR and ICA process



By the way of information?

Interested in becoming a member of the team of technical experts (TTE), get yourself 
nominated to the UNFCCC roster of experts and undergo the training programme for the TTE

<http://unfccc.int/9251.php>

Are you looking for training/guidance materials on the preparation of national 
communications and biennial update reports

<http://unfccc.int/2716.php>



Thank you

10


