
 

 
 
Ghana Bamboo Bikes Initiative 
 
The Ghana Bamboo Bikes Initiative addresses climate change, poverty, rural-urban 
migration and youth unemployment by creating jobs for young people, especially 
women, through the building of high quality bamboo bicycles. Compared to the 
production of traditional metal bicycles, bamboo bikes require less electricity and no 
hazardous chemicals. Not only are the bikes light and stable, they can handle rough 
terrain and can carry large farm loads and passengers.   
 
The problem 
 
Although Ghana is rich in physical, cultural and intellectual resources, it is also a 
country with traffic congestion, environmental degradation, a stark urban-rural divide, 
low-employment and poverty. The Bamboo Bikes activity was started by, and continues 
to be led by, a young female entrepreneur. It promotes sustainable development, 
boosts trade, creates employment opportunities for women and addresses a number of 
United Nations Millennium Development Goals in the process.  

 
 

The solution 
 
The increased cultivation and use of bamboo as an alternative to wood helps preserve 
and rehabilitate Ghana’s dwindling forests. Bamboo improves air and water quality in 
areas where it is harvested. Additionally, its root system reduces soil erosion, which is 
a major concern for many farmers. The construction of bamboo bikes is much less 
energy intensive than production of steel bikes; producing a steel bicycle frame emits 
about 5 kg of CO2. The activity, propelled by women’s leadership, is improving the 
lives of many rural Ghanaians, women in particular, not only by delivering a sustainable 
and affordable form of transportation that satisfies local needs, but also by creating 
employment opportunities and stimulating economic growth. 
 
 
Contact 

 
 
Ghana Bamboo Bikes Initiative contact: Ms. Bernice Dapaah / Tel.: +233 268 151 491 / 
Mobile: +233 244 757 172 / bernice@ghanabamboobikes.org 

 
UN Climate change secretariat: Sarah Marchildon / +49 228 815-10 65 / 
momentum@unfccc.int 
 


