GLOBAL CLIMATE OBSERVING SYSTEM

How climate observations will play a role w CSU
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The observations that GCOS facilitates will also provide information for countries at a more local
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For more information, visit U.S. EPA’s “Climate Change Indicators in the United States” at www.epa.gov/climate-indicators.
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e GCOS provides climate monitoring principles, agreed by the UNFCCC, and guidelines and ECV
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Global observations of the Essential Climate Variables
product requirements which, if adhered to, and will ensure that national and regional
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allow the current state of the climate system and how it is

: : observations are of high quality and comparable and consistent with other data;
changing to be monitored.

e While GCOS has identified significant improvements in observations there are still gaps and

While a temperature reduction is the goal of the Paris

' ' ' : limitations in some parts of the world e.g. Africa. The GCOS Cooperation mechanism is a fund
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S : : that supports on-the-ground improvements to observational systems.
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Observations made according to GCOS principles and
requirements are vital for a wide range of users from
global initiatives to national and local action.
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allows estimates to be made on the fluxes of gases

through modelling techniques that allow broad scale
checking of the estimates of the carbon cycle. The

implementation plan promotes the development of these
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methods that should help improve inventory estimates i, reservoirs

and also asks for improved monitoring of the coastal
zones where knowledge of the transport of carbon and
nutrients is poor.
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