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(Bonn, 18 November 2011) � "The new IPCC report is a stark reminder of the extent to which rising 
greenhouse gas concentrations and the ensuing rise in global average temperatures are already leading to 
increased incidences of floods and heat waves, and that such incidences will become more frequent and 
severe if the global rise in greenhouse gas emissions is left unchecked. The ability of the world to 
become more climate-resilient will largely depend on the speed with which emissions can be decreased, 
and the extent to which the poor and vulnerable populations in developing countries are provided with 
necessary finance and technology to adapt to the inevitable. Governments meeting in Durban for the UN 
Climate Change Conference must therefore finalize the institutional framework agreed last year in 
Mexico that can help developing countries adapt to the dire effects of climate change and to curb their 
emissions. And to curb global emissions, all countries must both answer the question of the future of the 
Kyoto Protocol and map out a pathway towards a broader, more ambitious, binding global climate 
change agreement.� 

 
About the UNFCCC  

 
With 195 Parties, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) has near universal 
membership and is the parent treaty of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol. The Kyoto Protocol has been ratified by 193 of 
the UNFCCC Parties. Under the Protocol, 37 States, consisting of highly industrialized countries and countries 
undergoing the process of transition to a market economy, have legally binding emission limitation and reduction 
commitments. The ultimate objective of both treaties is to stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in the 
atmosphere at a level that will prevent dangerous human interference with the climate system. 

 
See also:  unfccc.int 
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