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PRESS RELEASE
At COP 18/CMP 8 in Doha, governments successfully launch work as scheduled
(Doha, 28 November, 2012) – Governments at the UN Climate Change Conference in Doha, Qatar,
(COP 18/CMP 8) have successfully launched negotiations and will work to get decision texts ready or as
complete as possible for the attention of the high-level ministerial part of the meeting from December 4.
“Work has been launched as scheduled in all the negotiating bodies and governments have
shown commitment here to achieve the objectives of this important conference, which must set the stage
for a new leap in global ambition to respond to climate change,” said Christiana Figueres, Executive
Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).
“Let us remind ourselves again, here in Doha, that international commitments to cut greenhouse
gases and deal with the impacts of climate change are higher than they have ever been yet are still not
sufficient to prevent the global average temperature rising beyond the 2 degree centigrade target that
governments themselves have agreed to,” she said.
In Doha, governments are expected to usher in a renewed commitment under the Kyoto Protocol
(KP), move the broad infrastructure of support they have been building for action in the developing
world into firm implementation, and decide how to resolve policy issues that remain outstanding under
the UNFCCC.
In the opening plenary of the Kyoto Protocol, on Tuesday, governments expressed commitment
to leaving Doha with the necessary amendments to the KP.
Governments will also decide how to stick to the task and timetable they set themselves to reach
an effective, fair and ambitious universal climate agreement that is to be adopted in 2015 and to enter
into force in 2020, and to raise the current inadequate global ambition to address climate change and its
impacts before 2020. The new body negotiating this is the Ad-Hoc Working Group on the Durban
Platform for Enhanced Action (ADP).
In addition, countries meeting in Doha need to reach a better understanding on how to mobilize
long-term finance to support action in developing nations, which they have agreed must reach a level of
USD 100 billion a year by 2020.
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Details on the negotiating bodies and new institutions can be found in the
UNFCCC COP 18/CMP 8 media kit on the UNFCCC website:
<http://unfccc.int/meetings/doha_nov_2012/meeting/6815/php/view/press.php>
The key objectives that governments have set themselves for COP 18 in Doha
1) To ensure the seamless continuation of the Kyoto Protocol as of 1
January 2013
The Kyoto Protocol is the only existing and binding agreement under which developed countries commit
to cutting greenhouse gases. The treaty underwrites international political trust that developed nations
remain responsible to lead emission cuts, and it preserves the important accounting and legal systems
inside the Protocol as working models which may inform future agreements.
Key issues under the Protocol that need to be decided in Doha include:
(a) the length of the second commitment period and how to convert targets into so-called
"quantified emission limitation and reduction objectives" (QELROs), the unit of binding
reduction commitments.
(b) the legal formulation of the amendment to the Protocol, including how to carry over unused
emission credits of economies in transition into the second phase of the Protocol.
2) To plan the work under the Durban Platform
Given that much more effort will be needed to cut emissions than is captured under the many existing
national pledges to cut and limit emissions, governments decided last year in Durban to reach a
universal climate change agreement covering all countries from 2020, to be adopted by 2015, and to find
concrete ways before 2020 to increase efforts beyond the existing pledges. In Doha, their objective is to
plan the work so that:
a) this task is delivered and the timetable is met; and
b) different national circumstances are addressed in an effective, fair, ambitious agreement.
3) To complete the Bali Action Plan
Governments decided in Durban at the end of last year to complete the 2007 Bali Action Plan, covering
the areas of mitigation (curbing greenhouse gas emissions), adaptation to climate change, and the
finance, technology and capacity-building which developing countries require to build their lowemission, climate-resilient futures.
In Doha, governments need to decide which elements of the Bali Action Plan have been achieved and/or
implemented, what additional decisions can be taken in Doha and which elements may need to continue
to be further addressed.
4) To complete new infrastructure and chart the way forward on long-term climate finance
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Governments are presently completing the new infrastructure to channel technology and finance to
developing nations and have agreed to move toward the full implementation of this infrastructure and
support in Doha. This includes:
a) endorsing the decision on the location of the Green Climate Fund and the work plan of the
newly established Standing Committee on Finance.
b) formally deciding on the location and mode of operation of the Technology Mechanism's
Climate Technology Center and Network.
Other key issues and expected results at Doha
Adaptation
* Governments will look at ways to further strengthen the adaptive capacities of the most vulnerable,
also through better planning. A particular focus will be on better protection against loss and damage
caused by slow onset events such as rising sea levels.
* The Adaptation Committee, composed of 16 members, will report to the COP on its efforts to improve
the coordination of adaptation actions at a global scale. Support of developing country action
* Governments are to complete a registry to record developing country mitigation actions that seek
recognition or financial support. The registry will be a flexible, dynamic, web-based platform.
Actions on forests
* In Doha, governments will take work forward to measure deforestation, and to ensure that efforts to
fight deforestation are supported.
Carbon Capture and Storage
* Ways to ensure the effectiveness and environmental integrity of projects under the Kyoto Protocol's
Clean Development Mechanism that capture and store carbon emissions will be considered in Doha.
Agriculture
* Governments will further consider the crucial role of agriculture in the global effort to adapt to climate
change and curb greenhouse gas emissions.
Development and transfer of technology
* Countries meeting in Doha are to take forward work on enabling the development and transfer of
technologies that can help developing countries adapt and curb their emissions.
* Avoiding negative consequences of climate action
In some cases, the implementation of actions that reduce emissions could result in negative economic or
social consequences for other countries. In Doha, governments will discuss measures to address such
consequences in a special forum.
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About the UNFCCC
With 195 Parties, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) has near universal
membership and is the parent treaty of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol. The Kyoto Protocol has been ratified by 193 of
the UNFCCC Parties. Under the Protocol, 37 States, consisting of highly industrialized countries and countries
undergoing the process of transition to a market economy, have legally binding emission limitation and reduction
commitments. The ultimate objective of both treaties is to stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in the
atmosphere at a level that will prevent dangerous human interference with the climate system.
See also: <http://unfccc.int/press/items/2794.php>
Follow UNFCCC on Twitter: @UN_ClimateTalks
UNFCCC Executive Secretary Christiana Figueres on Twitter: @CFigueres
UNFCCC on Facebook: facebook.com/UNclimatechange

