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Monday August 27, 2007 4:46 PM  

By WILLIAM J. KOLE  

Associated Press Writer  

VIENNA, Austria (AP) - More than 100 nations struggled 
Monday to strike a balance between what rich and poor 
countries must do to cut greenhouse gas emissions and slow 
global warming.  

The U.N.'s top climate official, Yvo de Boer, said delegates to 
the Vienna meeting were trying to forge a practical way 
forward before a major international climate summit in Bali, 
Indonesia, in December.  

A key goal is forging a rough consensus on emissions targets 
that industrialized countries can formally agree to in Bali, said 
Leon Charles, a negotiator from Grenada who is helping 
oversee the Vienna talks.  

Underscoring a growing sense of urgency, German 
Environment Minister Sigmar Gabriel issued a blunt warning: 
``Time is limited. We must act now to prevent the worst 
consequences of climate change.''  

De Boer pointed to the European Union's recent goal of 
reducing emissions by 20 percent by 2020 - and by another 10 
percent if other nations join in - as an example of what can be 
done.  

``That's exactly the kind of thing that developing countries are 
looking for from rich countries,'' he said.  

He praised President Bush for sending a delegation he said 
was ``fully engaged'' in this week's talks, but also took a good-
natured jab at Washington, which has refused to ratify the 
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1997 Kyoto Protocol, which requires 35 industrial nations to 
cut their global-warming emissions 5 percent below 1990 
levels by 2012.  

The Bush administration has been under mounting 
international pressure to take tough action.  

``I guess you could say President Bush has taken the bull by 
the horns. The question now is where will Bush and the bull 
go,'' de Boer said, provoking laughter.  

The chief U.S. climate negotiator, Harlan Watson, said 
consensus among rich and poor nations was key.  

``We feel if we can get agreement among such disparate 
countries, we'll have accomplished something,'' he said.  

De Boer said China and other developing nations such as 
India, Mexico and South Africa deserve credit for setting 
ambitious goals such as China's commitment to cut energy 
consumption by 20 percent per unit of gross domestic product, 
along with a 10 percent cut in major pollutants, between 2006 
and 2010.  

``There's this myth out there that developing countries are 
doing nothing,'' he said. ``It's not true.''  

China failed to hit its initial targets last year, however, and by 
some accounts already has overtaken the U.S. as the world's 
biggest polluter.  

A new report by the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate 
Change warns that governments and the private sector will 
have to spend about $210 billion a year - mostly in the 
developing world - to maintain greenhouse gas emissions at 
their current levels in 2030.  

Over the next two decades, the world is projected to spend 
$20 trillion on energy, and delegates are trying to ensure those 
investments are as environmentally friendly as possible.  

``Unfortunately, we're seeing things happen to normal people 
right now,'' Hans Verolme, climate change director for the 
World Wildlife Fund, told The Associated Press. ``Senior 
negotiators have pulled out their wallets, shown me pictures of 
their children and said, 'This is why I do this.'''  

Forging even a general, nonbinding consensus on how far to 
cut emissions ``will send a very strong message that 
developed countries are taking the climate change problem 
seriously,'' Charles said.  

The work will continue at two other key pre-Bali sessions: a 
Sept. 24 meeting at U.N. headquarters in New York, and a 
meeting three days later in Washington of the world's 15 
biggest polluters, including the U.S., China and India.  

Page 2 of 3U.N. Climate Talks Seek Deal on Warming | World Latest | Guardian Unlimited

28/08/2007http://www.guardian.co.uk/worldlatest/story/0,,-6878764,00.html



Privacy policy  |  Terms & conditions  |  Advertising guide  |  A-Z index  |  About this site 
Join our dating site today 

 
Guardian Unlimited © Guardian News and Media Limited 2007

----  

On the Net:  

U.N. climate change convention, www.unfccc.int  

Advertiser links  
Deutscher Anwaltssuchdienst: über 12.000 Anwälte und 
Notare 
Schnell und bequem zu Ihrem Rechtsanwalt, Fachanwalt 
oder... 
anwaltssuchdienst.de 

IT-Projekte für freiberufliche Experten, bundesweit 
Suchen Sie eine neue Herausforderung in der IT-
Branche?... 
peoplepark.com 

Naturstrom - Strom zu 100% aus Erneuerbaren Energien 
Strom aus Sonne, Wind, Wasser und Biomasse. Empfohlen 
von... 
naturstrom.de 

last minute | staedtereise | digitalkamera | fernstudium | 
urlaub  

Page 3 of 3U.N. Climate Talks Seek Deal on Warming | World Latest | Guardian Unlimited

28/08/2007http://www.guardian.co.uk/worldlatest/story/0,,-6878764,00.html


