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PRESS RELEASE 
 

 
At Tianjin climate gathering, governments come closer to defining 
what can be achieved at Cancún UN Climate Change Conference 

 
(Tianjin, 9 October 2010) � Speaking on the final day of the Tianjin UN Climate Change 
Conference (4-9 October), UNFCCC Executive Secretary Christiana Figueres said that 
governments had made progress in defining what could be achieved at the UN Climate Change 
Conference in Cancún (29 November to 10 December). 

 
�This week has got us closer to a structured set of decisions that can be agreed in 

Cancún. Governments addressed what is doable in Cancún, and what may have to be left to 
later,� she said.  

 
Ms. Figueres said that governments had discussed each element of a package of 

decisions, including a long-term shared vision, adapting to the inevitable effects of climate 
change, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, key operational elements of climate finance and 
capacity building, along with the future of the Kyoto Protocol. Governments need to finalize these 
decisions in Cancún. 

 
The UN�s top climate change official pointed out that action on climate change that could 

be agreed in Cancún and beyond was about turning �small climate keys to unlock very big doors� 
into a new level of climate action among rich and poor, business and consumers, governments 
and citizens.  

 
�If climate financing and technology transfer make it possible to give thousands of villages 

efficient solar cookers and lights, not only do a nation�s entire carbon emissions drop, but 
children grow healthier, women work easier and families can talk, read and write into the 
evening,�she said. �In the end, this is about real people being given the opportunity to take 
control of their future stability, security and sustainability,� she added. 

 
Addressing the media together with Ms. Figueres on the final day of the Tianjin meeting, 

Mexican Foreign Minister and President-designate of the Cancún UN Climate Change Conference 
Patricia Espinosa said that the Cancún meeting can and should be a significant step forward to 
benefit everybody, above all the most vulnerable and poor countries.  

 
�In Mexico, we will show the world we are committed to take the next essential steps on 

climate change and that we are committed to the multilateral path as the only fair and effective 
route to resolve global problems,� she said.  

 

 
 

Mailing Address: CLIMATE CHANGE SECRETARIAT (UNFCCC), P.O. Box 260 124,  D-53153 Bonn, Germany 
Office Location: Haus Carstanjen, Martin-Luther-King-Strasse 8,  D-53175 Bonn, Germany 

Media Information Office: (49-228) 815-1005  Fax: (49-228) 815-1999 
Email: press@unfccc.int  Web: http://unfccc.int 



UNFCCC/CCNUCC   Page 2 
 

 
The Minister also said that no country was stepping back from the emission reduction or 

limitation pledges it made at the UN Climate Conference in Copenhagen in 2009. �Each country 
has recognized that it will do what it can. No country has reneged from its commitment,� she 
said.  

 
The Tianjin climate meeting was attended by around two and half thousand participants 

from more than 176 countries, including government delegates, representatives from business 
and industry, environmental organisations and research institutions. 

 
 
 

About the UNFCCC  
 
With 194 Parties, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

has near universal membership and is the parent treaty of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol. The Kyoto 
Protocol has been ratified by 191 of the UNFCCC Parties. Under the Protocol, 37 States, 
consisting of highly industrialized countries and countries undergoing the process of transition to 
a market economy, have legally binding emission limitation and reduction commitments. The 
ultimate objective of both treaties is to stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in the 
atmosphere at a level that will prevent dangerous human interference with the climate system. 

 
 
UNFCCC press office: http://unfccc.int/press/items/2794.php
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