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We are only eleven weeks away from the UN Climate Change Conference in Durban, 
where the world expects governments to take the next significant step in building an 
effective, global system to address climate change. 
 
I am confident that governments will be able to take a significant step, if they solve 
four key issues in Durban. 
 
The first is the resolution of the political question of the second commitment period of 
the Kyoto Protocol. There has to be a clear decision as to how the global collective 
effort - not only of industrialized countries (whilst they do certainly have to take the 
lead) - but how the global collective effort to reduce emissions will go forward and 
how that will be done in a transparent manner, with greater ambition growing over 
time. 
 
The second is to define the rules for the review. Under the Cancun Agreements, 
countries decided that they would engage in a review starting 2013. But the rules need 
to be decided on prior to that, and that review would then be a review of the adequacy 
of the efforts of countries at that time with respect to the science.  
 
The third is clarity on climate finance. There I would say there are two big chapters. 
One is the approval of the first cut of the design of the Green Climate Fund, and the 
other is a process to ramp up climate finance up to the USD 100 billion a year that 
was agreed to under the Cancun Agreements to be available by the year 2020, but 
certainly necessitating a gradual ramp-up. 
 
The fourth issue that needs special attention in Durban is the operationalization of 
both the new Technology Mechanism agreed in Cancun, as well as the Adaptation 
Committee which is the institution that Parties have developed that will take forward 
the adaptation efforts around the world.  
 
Here in New York, the Presidents of Mexico and South Africa are actively consulting 
with other Heads of State on at least these four issues, which are probably the more 
contentious and the more political issues. And its very clear that world leaders here 
will again see that they are in the deep midst of economic crisis. I certainly 
sympathize with that.  
 
However, it is also very clear that no matter what short-term solutions will be put in 
place by governments to deal with this current economic crisis, those solutions will 
not be able to maintain growth and stability throughout a longer period unless they are 
imbued within a global climate change solution. So it is very clear that even if we 
have short-term solutions that we need to put in place, we also have to have long-term 
solutions that need to devised to take us to a low-carbon and climate-resilient  world.  
 


