Record heat in 2003 shows need to combat climate change: UN
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Record heat in 2003 shows need to
combat climate change: UN
BONN (AFP) Nov 26, 2003

Fast-rising
temperatures in 2003
highlight the urgent
need to combat global
warming, the head of
the United Nations
Climate Change
Convention (UNCCC)
warned Wednesday
ahead of a fresh effort to breathe life into the sickly
Kyoto Protocol.
"The fact that 2003 is on track to be one of the
warmest years on record should be a warning we
must all take seriously," UNCCC Executive Secretary
Joke Waller-Hunter said in a press statement issued
here.
"We can see growing evidence that many
governments have been inspired by the Climate
Change Convention and its Kyoto Protocol to
strengthen action at the national level, but more
needs to be done to stop the increase in greenhouse
gas concentrations."
Waller-Hunter gave no figures for global warming in
2003, but anecdotal evidence and scientific data from
several countries suggest it will be the hottest year
since record-keeping began.
In October, the French national weather service said
that unless weather was exceptionally cold until the
end of the year, the mean national temperature in
2003 would be "nearly half a degree (Celsius)" (0.9
F) higher than the average from 1900-2002.
The 188 parties to the UNCCC meet in Milan from
December 1-12 to assess progress in addressing
climate change.
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Topping the agenda will be the future of the Kyoto
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Protocol, an offspring of the UNCCC that deals
specifically with the emissions of carbon pollution
blamed for global warming.

Page 2 of 2

l

EU welcomes US space plans,
but has concerns
l Asia, Europe give nuanced
welcome to Bush's space dream
l After Bush speech, Russia mulls
The Protocol was badly hit when the United States, missions
to Moon and Mars
the world's biggest polluter, pulled out of it in March l Back to the future as Bush maps
2001 in one of President George W. Bush's first acts out Mars, Moon trips
after taking office.
l Now At Space.TV Spirit Egress
Jan 15 Edited to 40 Min Highlights
l Australia, US set to sign Son of
Kyoto's rulebook was laboriously completed but
Starwars, PM says
under its complex ratification arithmetic, the deal
l Canada talking with US about
cannot enter into force until it has been ratified by
anti-missile shield
Russia.
l Indonesia says Australia
missile defense could spark arms
Waller-Hunter said that "national communications" to race
l Japan may lift arms export ban for
the UNCCC showed that despite efforts to address
missile defence with US: premier
greenhouse gas emissions, the rich industrialised
l US cautions of "very large"
world was still increasing its pollution.
Chinese missile build-up opposite
Taiwan
"The combined emissions of Europe, Japan, the US l India tests anti-aircraft missile for
and other industrialised countries could grow by eight second time
l North Korea does not want to be
percent from 2000 to 2010 (or to about 17 percent
seen as stalling talks: ex-US official
over 1990 levels) despite domestic measures
l US lauds resumption of India
currently in place to limit them," she said.
Pakistan rail link
l Canada withdraws from nuclear
The Milan meeting will gather some 4,000 delegates. fusion project
It includes a ministerial-level gathering on December l Japanese minister draws blank in
talks on nuclear fusion plant
10-11 that will be addressed by Italian Prime Minister Moscow
l Top Iranian official insists Iran is
Silvio Berlusconi.
respecting nuclear safeguards
l Kazakhs pledge to buy Russian
All rights reserved. Copyright 2003 Agence France-Presse. Sections of the
weaponry
information displayed on this page (dispatches, photographs, logos) are protected by
intellectual property rights owned by Agence France -Presse. As a consequence, you l Iran ups death toll from Bam
may not copy, reproduce, modify, transmit, publish, display or in any way
earthquake to 41,000
commercially exploit any of the content of this section without the prior written
l Eastern Canada frozen, US North
consent of Agence France-Presse.
East preparing for freeze
l WHO firms up SARS link to civet
Quick Links
cats, other animals
TerraDaily
l Vietnam says 13 suspected bird
Search TerraDaily
flu deaths, fears of new epidemic
Subscribe To TerraDaily Express
l Scientists Find New Way To Store
Hydrogen Fuel
l Researchers Show Evolutionary
TerraDaily Search Engine
Theory Adds Up
l Chemists Crack Secrets Of
SUBSCRIBE TO THE TERRADAILY NEWSLETTER
Nature's Super Glue
l Navy Enlists Microbes To Cut
i Subscribe n
j
k
l
m
n
j Unsubscribe
k
l
m
Costs

your email

yes

The contents herein, unless otherwise known to be public domain, are Copyright 1995-2003 - TerraDaily. AFP Wire Stories are copyright Agence France
Presse ESA Portal Reports are copyright European Space Agency. Additional copyrights may apply in whole or part to other bona fide parties. Advertising
does not imply endorsement, agreement or approval of any opinions, statements or information provided by SpaceDaily on any web page published or
hosted by SpaceDaily. Privacy Statement

http://www.terradaily.com/2003/031126125320.5rqartce.html

16/01/2004

