Kyoto protocol Inventory, voluntary submission

The principal specificities required for the Kyoto inventory are the following ones: 

· Regionalized reporting by administrative area on the perimeter Mainland + overseas territories (DOM Départements d’Outre-Mer)

· Follow-up of the Land use for reporting according to articles 3.3 and 3.4 of the Kyoto Protocol

Updated or modified variables for this test inventory compared to the official inventory edition provided to the UNFCCC in April 2008:

· Land use change matrices

The Land use change matrices were regionalized and the possibilities of follow-up of land use change were optimized, the national Land use change matrix resulting from the regional matrices is thus different from the one used overall on France for the UNFCCC inventory. That results primarily in a reduction in the estimate of Land conversions to the profit of the land remaining land without change (in terms of CO2, that causes an increase in the sink on the forests remaining forests and a light decrease of the sink for reforestation-deforestation)

· Growth of forest

In the same way, regionalized specific data of growth were used for this test inventory, in mainland five distinct areas are identified, the combination of these specific coefficients with regionalized matrices of surface mainly explains the differences observed between the versions of inventory. Moreover it is necessary to note than these values of growth have been updated since the figures published in the UNFCCC inventory, and the current value are higher than those used in the previous inventory especially for the recent years.

· Carbon stock of the soils

The national values of carbon stock in the soils of the forests, croplands, grasslands and wetlands were updated and replaced by specific and more recent regional values. Indeed the interregional variations are very important and it is a great improvement of the quality of inventory which of course generates a modification of the results for the soils.

· Impact of the storm of December 1999

New information was collected on the impact of the storm of 1999 which had involved a very important destruction of forest stocks, this revaluation and the methodological change to take into account the new data increased the impact of the storm and thus the emissions assigned to the deadwood pool.

Conclusion: 

We can notice that the need for regionalization and follow-up of the land use modified a few parameters of the LULUCF inventory and thus its results, for the next UNFCCC submission (2009 submission) these results will be taken into account and both modes of reporting UNFCCC and Kyoto Protocol will be completely consistent.

