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Scoping  
Description A major step in designing an assessment of climate impacts, vulnerability, and adaptation is 

to scope the elements of the study. A spreadsheet has been developed to aid project teams 
in the scoping phase. The spreadsheet has a list of potential methods — over 70 general 
techniques that are appropriate in various stages of an assessment. A s imple form allows 
users to choose answers to eight scoping questions. The answers are then used to screen the 
choice of potentially useful tools. A section of the spreadsheet has common flowcharts of 
projects (e.g., NAPA and APF) and a set of building blocks that users can link to make 
their own project diagram. 

Appropriate Use This tool can underpin a project design team or be used to backstop a participatory exercise 
where teams are required to prepare a poster of their project and explain the overall logic 
and steps to other teams. 

Scope Global. 
Key Output  Project design and inventory of tools . 
Key Input  Time required to become familiar with the tool and work with team members. 
Ease of Use Very simple, all data are in the spreadsheet if users wish to change any assumption. 
Training Required None necessary. 
Training available SEI has used this tool to backstop participatory design exercises. 
Computer 
Requirements 

PC Windows with Excel (macro functions work with more recent versions). 

Documentation Contained in the spreadsheet; see also the APF scoping technical paper (TP1). 
Applications Flexible use in project design. 
Contacts for 
Framework, 
Documentation, 
Technical Assistance 

Dr. Thomas Downing, Stockholm Environment Institute, Oxford Office, 10B Littlegate 
Street, Oxford, OX1 1QT, United Kingdom. Tel: +44.1865.202070;  
e-mail: tom.downing@sei.se. 

Cost Free, available on the www.vulnerabilitynet.org web site. 
References Downing, T.E. 2003. Scoping Tool for Climate Change Assessment: An Excel Spreadsheet 

and Toolkit. Stockholm Environment Institute, Oxford, UK. 
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