
                                                                                             

 

 

Thirty-ninth session of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice 

(SBSTA 39) 

 

Closing plenary on 16 November 2013 

 

 

Mr. Chair, distinguished Colleagues, dear Friends, 

 
On behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States, I would like to thank you, 

Mister Chair, for your guidance and hard work in SBSTA not only during the past week, but 

throughout the past two years. 

 

We welcome that in this session, Parties have reached agreement and made progress on a 

series of issues that are essential for the implementation of the Convention and its Kyoto 

Protocol and for progress under the ADP with the ultimate goal to fight climate change.  

 

On REDD+, we very much appreciate finalizing the decision on forest reference levels and 

verification, which allows us to be able to move to the implementation phase. The REDD+ 

rule book is now completed. 

 

The EU is pleased that the work on revising the Annex 1 reporting guidelines for annual 

greenhouse gas inventories was concluded after many years of negotiation on this complex 

technical item and that a draft decision is forwarded to the COP for its consideration. 

 

The EU is also pleased with the progress made in revising the guidelines for the technical 

review of information reported under the Convention by Annex 1 Parties. The EU welcomes 

the draft decisions on the review of biennial reports and national communications. The EU 

looks forward to engaging with other Parties in the revision of review guidelines for annual 

greenhouse gas inventories at the next session. 

 

We welcome the agreement on the modalities and procedures of the new Climate 

Technology Centre and Network, significantly financially supported by the EU, which will 

soon become fully operational and will be able to commence responding to requests from 

developing country parties upon adoption of decision by COP. This brings a closure to the 

multiple years of negotiation and the EU looks forward to responding to the needs of Parties. 

 

The EU is pleased about the significant progress made under the Nairobi Work Programme. 

The further developed structure of the NWP will help to address issues such that 

organizations can better link to the NWP and will make it more relevant for practitioners. 

 

The EU is content that progress was achieved as regards the 2013-2015 Review, the future 

work of the Structured Expert Dialogue and next meetings. There was also progress achieved 

in the work programme on clarification of developed country pledges and agreement on the 

focus for next year discussions. 

 

 



                                                                                             

 

 

The EU appreciates the progress achieved on the New Market Mechanism, the Framework 

for Various Approaches and Non-market-based Approaches, and is looking forward to 

continuing our constructive discussions. 

 

The EU was also happy to welcome the Report of the Adaptation Committee; their extensive 

work is highly valued. We are looking forward to the Adaptation Forum next Tuesday. 

 

 

However, there are some issues about which the European Union has concerns, which are as 

follows. 

 

Regarding the agenda item 10 on agriculture, we regret that we were unable to fulfill the 

clear mandate agreed by SBSTA in its 38
th

 session. We underline that such approach cannot 

serve as a precedent for future meetings. We trust that in SBSTA 40 further work on 

agriculture can continue building on previous constructive exchanges. 

 

The work on the update of the reporting and accounting regime under the Kyoto Protocol has 

not proceeded as smoothly as we had hoped. As we are already implementing our mitigation 

commitments for the second commitment period, it is essential to have a fully operational, 

up-to-date accounting and reporting framework in place already in 2014. To that end, we 

need to redouble our efforts in the coming days to finalise work on these matters here in 

Warsaw.  

 

To conclude, the European Union appreciates the progress achieved at this session and 

remains keen to work with you and other Parties to ensure that we complete the areas where 

work is still required at this COP. 

  

We thank also the co-facilitators, the secretariat and participating Parties for their efforts. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Chair. 


