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Baselines – Section 1
Economic emphasis ––> 

 
A1 storyline: 
World: market-oriented 
Economy: fastest per capita growth 
Population: 2050 peak, then decline 
Governance: strong regional inter-
actions; income convergence 
Technology: three scenario groups: 
• A1FI: fossil intensive 
• A1T:non-fossil energy sources 
• A1B: balanced across all sources

 
A2 storyline 
World: differentiated 
Economy: regionally oriented; low-
est per capita growth 
Population: continuously increasing 
Governance: Self-reliance with 
preservation of local identities 
Technology: slowest and most 
fragmented development 
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B1 storyline 
World: convergent 
Economy: service and information 
based; lower growth than A1 
Population: same as A1 
Governance: global solutions to 
economic, social and environmental 
sustainability 
Technology: clean and resource-
efficient  

 
B2 storyline 
World: local solutions 
Economy: intermediate growth 
Population: continuously increasing 
at lower rate than A2 
Governance: local and regional 
solutions to environmental protec-
tion and social equity 
Technology: More rapid than A2; 
less rapid, more diverse than A1/B1 
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   <–– Environmental emphasis  
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Extremes and their impacts 
(Section 3)
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Water resources in systems and sectors
(Section 4)

• Case studies:
– Fisheries of the lower Mekong
– Pastoralist coping strategies in northern Kenya/southern Ethiopia
– Biotechnology in agriculture and forestry

Current suitability for rain-fed crops
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Water resources in regions: 
Africa (Section 5)

• Case studies on:
– Environmental change on Mt. Kilimanjaro
– Climate, water availability and agriculture in Egypt
– Projected extinctions in the Kruger National Park

Increased dryness and fire occurrence 
has lowered upper forest line and so 
affected water balance
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Australia and New Zealand

Annual inflow to the Perth water supply
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Section 6: Mitigation aspects

• Contribution from WGIII
• Two key tables on:

– the influence of sector-specific mitigation 
options on water quality, quantity and level

– the influence of water management on 
sectoral GHG emissions
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A valuable resource because:
• A compact and integrated publication 

focussed on water and climate change
• Summarising and synthesising the latest 

results from all Working Groups on Climate 
Change and Water

• Targeted at policymakers, science 
community, NGOs and the media

• To be printed and distributed by the IPCC 
Secretariat

• Translated into all UN languages
• Available in English for download now, and 

in printed form shortly


