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Mr. President, His Excellence Manuel Pulgar-Vidal, 

Distinguished Participants, 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

This year our message on behalf of different world’s Faith and Religious Traditions is the 

Statement of the Interfaith Climate Change Summit - a document signed by 30 Faith Leaders 

representing 9 religions and 21 countries - which took place in New York, United States of 

America, on 21
st
 September 2014: 

“As representatives from different faith and religious traditions, we stand together to express 

deep concern for the consequences of climate change on the earth and its people, all entrusted, as 

our faiths reveal, to our common care. Climate change is indeed a threat to life, a precious gift 

we have received and that we need to care for. 

We acknowledge the overwhelming scientific evidence that climate change is human-induced 

and that, without global and inclusive action towards mitigation and unless fully addressing its 

fundamental causes, its impacts will continue to grow in intensity and frequency. At the same 

time, we are ready to dialogue with those who remain skeptical.  

In our communities and thanks to the media, we see the manifestations of climate change 

everywhere. From our brothers and sisters around the world, we hear about its effects on people 

and nature. We recognize that these effects disproportionally affect the lives, livelihoods and 

rights of poorer, marginalized and therefore most vulnerable populations, including indigenous 

peoples. When those who have done the least to cause climate change are the ones hardest hit, it 

becomes an issue of injustice. Equitable solutions are urgently needed. 

We recognize that climate change stands today as a major obstacle to the eradication of poverty. 

Severe weather events exacerbate hunger, cause economic insecurity, force displacement and 

prevent sustainable development. The climate crisis is about the survival of humanity on planet 

earth, and action must reflect these facts with urgency. 



Therefore, as faith leaders, we commit ourselves to the promotion of disaster risk reduction, 

adaptation, low carbon development, climate change education, curbing our own consumption 

patterns and reducing our use of fossil fuels. Based on our spiritual beliefs and our hope for the 

future, we commit to stimulating consciences and encouraging our peers and communities to 

consider such measures with urgency. 

We share the conviction that the threats of climate change cannot be curbed effectively by a 

single State alone but only by the enhanced co-operation of the community of States, based on 

principles of mutual trust, fairness and equity, precaution, intergenerational justice and common 

but differentiated responsibilities and capabilities. We urge the rich to support the poor and the 

vulnerable significantly and everywhere, especially in Least Developed Countries, Small Island 

States and Sub-Saharan Africa. Significant support would include generous financial resources, 

capacity building, technology transfer and other forms of co-operation. 

We encourage Heads of State and Ministers attending the Climate Summit to announce pledges 

for the Green Climate Fund, including commitments to increase them thereafter, to establish new 

partnerships for climate resilience and low carbon development, and to assure access to 

renewable energies for all people. 

As people of faith, we call on all governments to express their commitment to limit global 

warming well below 2° Celsius. We emphasize that all States share the responsibility to 

formulate and implement Low Carbon Development Strategies leading to de-carbonization and 

the complete phase-out of fossil fuels by mid-century. 

Consequently we encourage world political and economic leaders to exercise their leadership 

during the Climate Summit by announcing joint actions such as important short-term emission 

cuts, phasing out fossil fuel subsidies, coal caps or coal divestment, forest protection, increased 

energy efficiency in construction and transportation, and other concrete steps. We further call on 

all governments to identify medium and long-term adaptation needs and to develop strategies to 

address them based on country-driven, gender-sensitive and participatory approaches to better 

manage residual loss and damage due to adverse climate impacts. 

Ultimately we request all States to work constructively towards a far-reaching global climate 

agreement in Paris in 2015, building on transparency, adequacy and accountability. The new 

agreement must be: 

 Ambitious enough to keep temperature from rising well below 2° Celsius; 

 Fair enough to distribute the burden in an equitable way; and 

 Legally binding enough to guarantee that effective national climate policies to curb 

emissions are well funded and fully implemented. 

As religious representatives and citizens in your countries, we hereby commit ourselves to 

address the climate change threat. We continue to count on your leadership, and we encourage 

and expect you to make the right decisions. When difficult decisions need to be taken for the 

sustainability of the earth and its people, we are ready to stand with you. We pray for you and for 

all humanity in caring for the earth.” 

 

Interfaith Summit on Climate Change - ISCC: interfaithclimate.org/the-statement 

World Council of Churches - WCC:  www.oikoumene.org 

World Conference of Religions for Peace - WCRP: http://www.religionsforpeace.org/?lang=en 

http://interfaithclimate.org/the-statement
http://www.oikoumene.org/
http://www.religionsforpeace.org/?lang=en
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