Devel opi ng nations push for funding at UN climate tal ks

Accra, Ghana (PANA) - The United Nations climte tal ks endi ng Wednesday in
Accra , Ghana, have seen a united force from devel opi ng countries who are
pushing for s pecific proposals to be included in the Copenhagen agreenent as
negotiations foc u sing on “Reduci ng Em ssions from Deforestation in
Devel opi ng Countries,” draw to

a cl ose here.

United Nations Franework Convention on Cinmate Change (UNFCCC) executive
secreta ry, Yvo de Boer, said devel oping countries that have participated
actively in th e negotiations came with two specific proposals: one - on how
the funding of what e ver to be agreed in Copenhagen next year shoul d be
managed, structured and organ i sed and secondly how to inprove technol ogy
transfer and technol ogy cooperation wi th devel oping countries.

“We cannot come to a neaningful solution on climte change wi thout comng to
gra sp to get to the question of deforestation. Countries have made it very
clear he r e that they want that issue to be part of the Copenhagen
agreenent,” De Boer tol d reporters Wdnesday.

He was al so encouraged that during the one-week negotiations in Accra, there
has been inportant debate on the all issue of deforestation and forest
conversation , noting that this is inportant because deforestati on accounts of
about 20 per ce nt of the green house gas em ssion that hunman-being are
responsi ble for.

“There has been a bone of contention in the past were nmany of the devel opi ng
cou ntries expressed concern that sectoral approaches were a back door attenpt
by in d ustralized countries to inpose targets on devel opi ng countries, but
the debate d u ring the past week has made it clear that sectoral approaches
are not about inpo s ing targets, but that they are sonething governnents may
or may not choose to do

at national |evel.’

De Boer, however, warned that Africa risked becomng a forgotten continent,
unle ss parties also designed a regine going into the future which takes into
account

in a nuch nore conprehensive way what Africa’'s specifically needs are, noting
th at there is a nunber of things that needs to be done to inprove the C ean
Devel op m ent Mechanismas agreed in the clinmate change conventi on both now
and going into

the future in the context of the Copenhagen agreenent.

He noted that one of the short-coming in regards to the C ean Devel oprent
Mechan ism is that it is not |eading to enough investnent in Africa.

“We are still on track the process has speeded up and governments are beconi ng
Vv ery serious about negotiating a result in Copenhagen,” De Boer said.



He said the Accra tal ks had provided the basis for real negotiations to begin
in Poland later in Decenber this year where ninisters will be gathering to
talk ab o ut how to desi gn a Copenhagen agreenent that delivers not only on
the scientific

chal | enges but al so delivers on what will be needed to craft conprehensive
regime that neasures to what science says needs to be done.

De Boer attributed the positive change in negotiations to the fact that there
wa s a growi ng sense of urgency and nations were aware that tinme was runni ng
out an d there was little over a year that an agreenent had to be reached in
Copenhagen .

Over a thousand participants that gathered in Accra since 21 August have been
en gaged in negotiations on global clinmate change that will culmnate in the
UN cli mate change conference in Poznan, Pol and, in Decenber before the
negoti ations con ¢ lude in Copenhagen at the end of 2009.

Wrk is expected to be concluded on anal yzi ng the neans avail abl e to devel oped
c ountries to reach their em ssion reduction target.
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