Cimate Change Tal ks: Africa condemms del ay on Adaptation Fund

Accra, Ghana (PANA) - Delegates attending the dimate Change Tal ks here have
rea cted with dismay at the continued negotiations on the clinmate change
Adaptation F und, eight nonths after the fund was established.

PANA reports that the participants, representing civil society groups on
climate change and sustai nabl e devel opnent, sharply criticized the current
negoti ati ons , saying that devel oping countries, hard pressed by inpacts of
climate change and

in a hurry to begin inplenmentation, have to contend with nore negoti ations
about

t he Fund.

They said: "The Fund renmains a shell as all indications are that
i ndustrialized countries have decided to shun it sinply because they do not
have control over i t s governance.

"This also is the reason they are rushing to put their funds in the new
climte change funds started by the Wrld Bank."

The Adaptation Fund was established to finance concrete adaptation projects
and progranmmres in devel oping countries that are parties to the Kyoto Protocol

Devel opi ng countries require international assistance such as fundi ng and
techno | ogy transfer to support adaptation as well as resources to reduce the
risk of d i sasters.

Meanwhi |l e, Maria Netto of the United Nations Devel opnent Progranme, warned
that the targets set in the MIIlennium Devel opnent Goals (MDGs) woul d not be
easily a ¢ hieved if there was no concerted effort to address risks posed by
climate change

Net o, who addressed journalists at the Accra Tal ks, said there were risks
posed to the MDGs by clinmate change such as eradication of extrene poverty and
hunger w hich she said could be difficult to neet the targets due to climte
change risks

such as depleted livelihood assets and reduced econom ¢ grow h.

She, however, said the Africa Adaptation Programme with a total budget of US$
92 .1 million was ai ned at enhancing capacity of African countries to
i npl enent ear | y adaptation actions and long-termresilience plans.

She cited the Western African shorelines of Senegal, Ganbia, Muritania,
Qui nea- Bi ssau and Cape Verde where they are devel oping effective coping
nmechani sns for r educing inpacts of climte change, as well as in Gnbia,
Nam bia, Algeria and NN g er which are undertaking capacity devel opnent
projects to assess and devel op opt i ons for addressing climte change.



The one-week Accra tal ks that began 21 August is working on a strengthened and
e ffective international clinmate change deal under the United Nations
Framework Co n vention on Cinmate Change (UNFCCC), as well as on em ssion
reduction rules and t o ols under the Kyoto Protocol
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