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Madame President,
Colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

At the outset, on Dbehalf of the Chinese
government, I wish to express my sincere
thanks to the government and people of
South Africa for hosting this conference in
Durban. China associates itself entirely
with the statement made by Argentina on
behalf of the G77 and China.

For more than two decades, we have met in
Rio, Kyoto, Bali, Copenhagen and Cancun
within the UN multilateral framework to
tackle climate change issues through
dialogue. And we'’ ve strengthened our
cooperation, enhanced consensus, and
achieved constant progress. As we now meet
again in Durban, we should bear in mind our
mission, treasure our hard-won results,
fully implement the existing consensus, and
further promote the comprehensive,
effective and continuous implementation of



the Convention and the Protocol. I would
like to take this opportunity to make three
observations.

First, we should consolidate our existing
achievements.

The UNFCCC and 1ts Kyoto Protocol, as
consensus instruments for all parties,
constitute the basic Nnorms for
international cooperation 1in response tO
climate change. They set out the
principle of “common but differentiated
responsibilities” and the principle of
equity. The Bali Roadmap clearly
established the negotiation mandate for
enhanced implementation of the Convention

and the Protocol. On the basis of the
Copenhagen Accord and the Cancun Agreement,
the Durban conference should further

safegquard the principles in and consolidate
the framework of the Convention and the
Protocol, and work towards a comprehensive,
fair and balanced outcome as required 1n
the Bali Roadmap.

Second, we should move ahead steadily
towards practical objectives.
To tackle climate change is a long-term

and arduous task. A step-by-step approach
is the only way to reach the ultimate goal



of the Convention. The most important tasks
awaiting us 1in Durban are: to conclude the
negotiations as mandated 1n the Bali
Roadmap, and to make clear arrangements
for the second commitment period of the
Kyoto Protocol, and to firmly establish
that the developed country parties to the
Protocol will continue to set themselves
quantified emission reduction targets,
while the developed countries not parties
to the Protocol shall undertake comparable
commitments under the Convention. The
Durban conference should also implement the
consensus achieved under the Cancun
Agreements and operationalize mechanisms
for adaptation, finance, technology
transfer, capacity building and
transparency. There 1s an urgent need to
launch the GCF at Durban.

And three, fulfilling current commitments
will lead to enhanced trust and

cooperation.
Actions speak louder than words. It
Copenhagen, leaders of the world

demonstrated clear political will to tackle
climate change, and came up with their own
mitigation commitments, or targets fox
action, which would be of great
significance to the safeguarding of the



environmental integrity. Last year in
Cancun, on adaptation, £finance, technology
transfer and transparency, a general
consensus was reached. The international
community expects these commitments and
consensus to become, as soon as possible,
solid and forceful actions with equitable,
effective and actionable mechanisms. In
spite of their tremendous challenges in
achieving economic development and poverty
eradication, the developing countries have
made every effort to control greenhouse gas
emissions. Developed countries should face
squarely their own historical
responsibilities and the reality of their
high per capita emissions, truly taking the
lead in drastic emission reduction, and
honoring their obligations and
commitments regarding finahdial and
technology traiistexr support to the
developing countries.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Consistent with its sense of responsibility
towards its people and the people of the

world, the Chinese government has always
attached great importance to climate change
issues. A proactive response to climate

change, as a firm policy option, has Dbeen



integrated into China’s strategic planning
L6% economic and social development.
Admittedly, China’s aggregate emissions
have caused some concern, but I beg you not
to forget that China 1s a developing
country with 1.32 billion people, and a
per capita GDP of just over 4,300 US
dollars. As many as 128 million people 1in
China still 1live on under 1 dollar a day.
Despite all of this, China, overcoming all
sorts of difficulties, has made pains-
taking efforts 1in response to global
climate change. Between 2005 and 2010,
China cut its energy consumption per GDP
unit by 1.4, 1%, which represents a
conservation of 630 million tons of coal
equivalent, or a CO2 emissions reduction
of 1.5 billion tons. This constitutes an
important gontribubtien to the global
emission mitigation efforts.

In November 2009, my government announced
its 2020 objective in GHG emissions
control, including the target of a 40 to
45% cut in CO, emission per GDP unit from
2005 level. In 2010, in 5 provinces and 8
cities, China launched low carbon pilot
projects in order to explore a low carbon
development model suitable to our specific
situation. China’s 12" Five-Year Plan



states that by 2015, CO, emission per  GDP
unit shall be cut by 17% from the 2010
level, the share of the non-fossil
component in primary energy shall reach
11.4%, and forest stocks shall increase tO
600 million cubic meters and 1its coverage
shall grow up to 21.66%. These are all
binding targets. In addition, China aims to
rationally gontrol total energy
consumption, to set up a GHG emissions
accounting system and gradually establish a
carbon market for emission trading. China
will take effective actions to achieve
these targets. China will also strengthen
south-south cooperation 1n adaptation,
capacity building, energy conservation and
efficiency and other fields, and to the
best of its abilities, China will provide
assistance to other developing countries,
especially, the LDCs, small island
countries and African countries.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The road to a brighter future lies ahead
of us. China will spare no effort in order
to achieve a comprehensive and balanced
outcome at the Durban Conference, following
the principle of “common but differentiated
responsibilities”, and 1in 1line with the
mandate of the Bali Roadmap, an outcome



that will give rise to equitable and

effective arrangements guiding the
comprehensive, effective and continuous
implementation of the Convention and 1ts
Protocol. China 1is fully Dbehind the

government of South Africa in 1its push for
a successful conference 1in Durban in 1line

with the principles of openness,
transparency, extensive participation and
party-driven practice. China will, as

always, play a constructive role and work
tirelessly with all parties 1in order to
achieve a positive outcome at the Durban
conterence.,

Thank you.
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