Ecuador advocates for REDD

COPENHAGEN, Dec. 16 (Xinhua) —Ecuador’s Minister of Environment, Marcela Aguinaga said on Wednesday that her country is committed to protecting the tropical rainforest if they get financial help. 
Speaking to reporters at a press conference, Aguinaga said that Ecuador has one of the highest rates of deforestation and explained that most of the greenhouse gas emissions in this area are a result of this process.
 Boasting the best biodiversities in the world, she highlighted that her country faces the risk as a consequence of clearing land for agriculture by indigenous inhabitants and timber process multinational companies.
This, she mentioned has, left the country vulnerable to climate change related disasters.
Therefore, she noted that coming into the conference, the country expects a positive outcome on adequate financial and technological assistance for mitigation.
 “It is important to preserve this rainforest because it acts as a carbon store and reduces emissions and also for its spiritual value to the indigenous people living in the area,” she added.
 Under-Secretary for Natural Resources in the Ecuador government, Tannnya Lozada, said that they expect the Copenhagen talks to be transparent, inclusive and participatory for all the parties if deforestation is to be successfully tackled under the Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation (REDD), a mechanism designed to use financial incentives in order to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases from deforestation and forest degradation in developing countries.
 She explained that indigenous people, who are the most vulnerable in Ecuador, now recognize the mitigation potential of forest in fighting climate change.
 Throughout the negotiations, she highlighted, mitigation in the tropical rainforest should be a priority, as they already have an aggressive policy to reduce emissions in both protected and unprotected forest areas.Enditem
