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UN climate change talks end with progress on exgeeCopenhagen
deal

Poznan, Poland (PANA) — The two- week long United
Nations Climate Change Conference in Poznan, Ppland
ended on Saturday with a clear commitment from
governments to shift into full negotiating mode hgaar in
order to shape an ambitious and effective inteonati
response to climate change to be agreed in Copenhag
Denmark, at the end of 2009.

Progress was made in the area of technology with th
endorsement of the Global Environment Facility'sZiran
Strategic Programme on Technology Transfer".

"The aim of this programme is to scale up the lefel
investment by levering private investments thatedigying
countries require, both for mitigation and adaptati
technologies,” said the President of the confereoksh
Minister of the Environment Maciej Nowicki.

"We will now move to the next level of negotiatioméhich
involves crafting a concrete negotiating text fug agreed
outcome."

Parties agreed that a first draft of the text wdagdavailable
at a United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) gathering in Bonn, Germany, in June
2009.

"In addition to having agreed the work programmnrenkext
year, we have cleared the decks of many techrgsaks,"
President Nowicki said.

"Poznan is the place where the partnership betteen
developing and developed world to fight climatera@has
shifted beyond rhetoric and turned into real actitve said.



In that spirit, at Poznan, the finishing touchesengut to the
Kyoto Protocol's adaptation fund, thereby enablivegfund
to receive projects in the course of 2009.

Parties agreed that the fund (CDM), fed by a shére
proceeds from the Kyoto Protocol's clean develogmen
mechanism and voluntary contributions, would halegal
capacity granting developing countries direct asces

However, the parties were unable to reach consemsus
scaling up funding for adaptation by agreeing tbalevy on
the other two Kyoto mechanisms, Joint Implementasind
Emissions Trading.

Together with decisions aimed at streamlining grekding
up the CDM, the parties asked the CDM Executiver8oa
explore procedures and methodologies that wouldrmecen
regional and sub-regional distribution of projects.

Parties also asked the Board to assess the imphsatf
including carbon capture and storage projects atehding
the eligibility criteria for afforestation and reé&station
projects.

A key event at the conference was a ministeriahdaiable o1
a shared vision for long-term cooperative actiorciimate
change.

"Governments have sent a strong political signai tlespite
the financial and economic crisis, significant fargén be
mobilized for both mitigation and adaptation in dieping
countries with the help of a clever financial atebiure and
the institutions to deliver the financial suppoddid Yvo de
Boer, Executive Secretary of the UNFCCC.

"We now have a much clearer sense of where we toegal
in designing an outcome which will spell out the
commitments of developed countries, the finanaigp®rt
required and the institutions that will deliver tlsapport as
part of the Copenhagen outcome,” he added.

Countries meeting in Poznan made progress on ae&ruohb
issues that are important in the short run - upO2 -



particularly for developing countries, includingagdation,
finance, technology and reducing emissions from
deforestation and forest degradation.

Poznan - 13/12/2008
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Japan invests US$92m to help Africa weather clirshtnge

Poznan, Poland (PANA) - Twenty-one African courgréee
set to benefit from a US$92.1 million programmekleaatby
the Japanese Government, which is designed to Hiippo
efforts to adapt to climate change.

The details of where the money would be investectwe
finalized this week between Japan and the UnitetitbNs
Development Programme (UNDP), coinciding with the
International Climate Change Conference in PozRaland.

Through the new programme, UNDP will work with the
African countries to help them develop their capaio plan,
implement and monitor flexible, long-term developre
policies designed to weather the uncertaintiediofate
change, with the primary focus of ensuring thatrttost
vulnerable people do not fall victim to rising teenatures an
climate-induced shocks.

The programme will also help participating governitseo
better tap the additio nal finance they will needrteet the
cost of adapting to climate change, the U N DP.said



"This adaptation programme addresses the urgedttnee
look at development differently,” said Olav KjoryésiN
Assistant Secretary General and Director of UNBReau
for Development Policy, stressing the importancarof
integrated approach to tackling what he called'thele
crisis" of climate change, finance and poverty.

"If the financial and food crises this year havegtat us
anything it has to be: 'heed the warning signs'knév that
Africa is likely to warm by 3-4 degrees Celsiusstlientury;
we know that the resulting water scarcity, cropufais and
health risks will hit the poorest the hardest.

"Together, we have an opportunity here to change ho
development is done to resp ond to that realitywa@dvarmly
welcome this partnership with Japan and the papatiing
countries as an investment in our collective futune said.

The 21 recipient countries were determined baseal on
number of criteria, includ ing their vulnerability climate
change risks, their interests and needs and trioeties of
the Japanese Government.

Among 21 recipient countries, the countries whidhia the
process of preparation for the actual implementaiio
coordination with the recipient governments, aretkdha
Faso, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Kenyatheso
Malawi, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Nige
Republic of Congo and Senegal, the countries which
established Japan's $10 billion "Cool Earth Pastmipl. The
establishment of the "Cool Earth Partnership" witer six
countries is also under consultation.

The programme, which falls under "Cool Earth Paship",
is part of the "Japan-UNDP Joint Framework for Bung
Partnership to Address Climate Change in Africdfioh was
established at the Fourth Tokyo International Cafee on
African Development in May 2008.

It represents the joint effort of the United Nasdamily on



climate change.

UNDP will manage the $92.1 million programme, prt
which - $11 million - will be channeled to adapoati
activities supported by the United Nations Childseéfund
(UNICEF), the World Food Programme (WFP) and the
United Nations Industrial Development Organisation
(UNIDO). Participating countries will start settiogt their
adaptation activit ies from January 2009.

Poznan - 13/12/2008
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UNFCCC chief applauds EU deal on climate change

Poznan, Poland (PANA) - The Executive SecretathefUnited Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), Yvo de Bbas welcomed the news thatth e
European Union (EU) has reached an agreementmatelichange.

"The European Union's climate deal sends a cleasage to the negotiations in Poznan and
onwards to Copenhagen that difficult roadblocks lmamvercome and r e solved,” de Boer s
here at the United Nations Climate Change Confereine t o end later Friday in Poznan,
Poland.

"This is a sign of developed countries' resolve emarage that the world has b een waiting fi
in Poznan. It shows the world that ambitious emisseduction g oals by 2020 are in line wit
moving economic recovery in a green direction. §hiill contribute to propelling the world
towards a strong, ambitious and ratifia b le outeamCopenhagen in 2009," he said.



EU leaders in Brussels, Belgium, Friday agreedptaa to cut down on carbon e missions b
20 per cent by 2020.

But Greenpeace, an international environmentalgraocused the EU governments of puttir
business before people and the environment.

“Just at the time that the US is finally re-engagivith the international comm unity on clima
it looks like the EU’s leadership is dropping awajgris den

Blanken of Greenpeace EU said at the Poznan cortere

He said before the final negotiations in Copenha@&mmark, Europe must commit to strong
support for developing countries and deeper domestiuctions cuts.

“Instead of acting to stop climate change, EU lesdee subsidising it,"”den Bl anken added.

Poznan - 12/12/2008
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Global crisis shouldn't deter climate change acti¢id chief warns

Poznan, Poland (PANA) — The global financial csishust not be used as an excus e to dett
action on climate change, United Nations Secre@eperal Ban Ki-moo n has warned here.

Ban said, however, it was significant that all Rarto the negotiations going on in Poznan h
recognized that agreement on a climate deal shmtldwait r e solution on the economic cri:

“All challenges and concerns have to be consideréide course of these negoti ations,” Ban
said at a press conference Thursday.

The UN Secretary-General is in Poznan, attendiadXN climate change conferenc e
negotiating for a new global climate change dedld@greed in Copenhagen, D e nmark, at
end of 2009.



Ban stressed the importance for industrialized taemto define their emissio n targets by 2(
and also provide necessary financial resourcesveldping ¢ o untries for adaptation and
mitigation.

“The agreement that we need to adopt by the elmeoémber 2009, has to be comp rehensi
effective and balanced and rectifiable by all tbhantdries.

"This is a global challenge, requiring a globap@sse. We need to go hand in hand togethe
Ban said.

He commended US for re-engaging in the procesgmgdyat this was encouraging while
disclosing that the US President-elect Barrack Gbhad personally assur e d him of his
commitment on climate change.

“It is important that ministers meeting here delitlee strong political guidan ce and directior
needed in the run-up to Copenhagen. The clockksti, emiss i ons are rising.”

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Gea(UNFCCC) Executive Secreta ry
Yvo de Boer said the Poznan meeting ending Fridalydo far made progress on

reducing emissions from deforestation and on motorg more practical action o n adaptatic
De Boer, who spoke at the same press conferene&vieo, said a number of issue s still
remained outstanding, including the issue on tlatadion fund which h e said ministers wet

still considering.

Other issues still being considered include thestjoe of whether the share of proceeds, or
levy, on the Clean Development Mechanism shoulexbended to joi n t implementation.

“The main purpose of the conference is to agre@aégetiating agenda for the ¢ oming year,
agree on the intensification of negotiations anegbade the proc e ss,” de Boer stated.

Over 11,000 delegates, including ministers from1t8@ countries, are attending the Poznan
conference.

Poznan - 12/12/2008
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Over 160 citizen groups endorse UN global climatedf

Poznan, Poland (PANA) - Over 160 citizen groupsifro
dozens of countries attendi ng the UN climate cbaatks in
Poznan, Poland, have called for the establishmoé atmajor
new Global Climate Fund under the United Nations
Framework Convent i on on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

The groups argue that such a fund would be a eitalponen
of any new global ¢ limate agreement that involeslarge-
scale transfer of financial resources f r om ricipdorer
countries in order to help these nations reducemhissions t
hat cause global climate change.

Their call builds upon a proposal made earlier yieiar by the
Group of 77 deve loping nations and China that sucbw
fund be created, and that World Bank cl i materfaeafunds
are not to be counted towards industrialized cquntr
governme n ts’ obligations in any existing or ndabgl
climate agreement.

“Social movements and poorer nations have respotudte:
climate crisis with a global blueprint for a justigion. The
challenge now is to build enormous mo m entum ¢vier
next year to make history happen at the UNFCCC imgp et
Copenh a gen, Denmark, in December 2009,” saidbVict
Menotti, deputy director of the Int e rnational &aron
Globalization.

The groups advocating for the establishment ofabéll
Climate Fund include a n umber of leading environtalk
indigenous, climate justice, debt justice, devphwent and
other organizations, including Oxfam International,
ActionAid, friends

of the Earth and the International Forum on Glatadion.
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Govts urged to give political guidance to climab@iecge process

Poznan, Poland (PANA) - A UN top climate changecadf
has implored ministers, meeting here for a UN derzhange
conference, to give the process clear poli t icadignce
taking into consideration that they had agreeth¢o2009
deadlin e to clinch a deal on climate change inebbagen,
Denmark.

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Gfgan
(UNFCCC) executive secreta ry Yvo de Boer in hidrads
Thursday to the ministers at the beginning of thghhlevel
segment of the UN climate change conference in &gzn
Poland, said “t i me is running out.

“You must give these negotiations a positive stéoll can de
that, because you are not starting from scratch.

"Here in Poznan, one year from Copenhagen, we toeed
hear, feel and see your rdwoto complete the task you sel
all in Bali,” de Boer said.

He asked the meeting to send a clear signal frorn&othat
countries are ready to put in place financial $tres to shift
the global economy on to a low-em i ssions patharay that
it is ready to govern those structures as equahees

and also a clear signal that countries are pugbingrds
Copenhagen in close ¢ o operation.



He warned that there were already clear signsggnay on
climate change, citi ng Mauritania which iseddy in the gri
of a triple stranglehold, a growing d e sert, eactong ocear
and worsening floods.

“Mexico, South Africa, Indonesia have climate chang
strategies. India, China, E gypt have climate clgrgns anc
programmes. Nigeria, Angola, Pakistan are dev mépp
theirs. All these Parties and more have identifidditional
mitigation a ctions that can be implemented witrasuzable,
reportable and verifiable support.”

About 11,000 delegates are attending the two-wegk U
climate change conference w hich ends Friday.

The conference in Poznan is an important half-wayknm
the negotiating proces s leading up to Copenhagy2009.

Parties have agreed that in Copenhagen, an anditlooate
change deal will be clinched to follow on the fipgtase of th
UN’s Kyoto Protocol, which expires

in 2012.

In Poznan, parties are taking stock of progressenma@008

and map out in deta il what needs to happen in 20@@t
that agreement.

Poznan - 11/12/2008
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UN Secretary General calls for a '‘Green New Deal'

Poznan, Poland (PANA) - United Nations Secretarpezal



Ban Ki-moon has stressed the need for a 'GreenDé&sd!
that works for all nations, rich as well as poor.

Addressed a high-level segment of the United Nation
Climate Change Conference taking place in PoznalanH,
Thursday, Ban warned against any backsliding on
commitments to a future of low-carbon emissions.

He said there was an urgent need for a deal oratdichange
to provide the political, legal and economic franoekvto
unleash a sustained wave of investment.

"In short, our response to the economic crisis rmdsance
climate goals, and our response to the climatésanisl
advance economic and social goals," the UN Segretar
General stated.

The two-day, high-level segment of the confereheg begar
Thursday is being attended by more than 100 misisted
other 50 heads of delegation.

A ministerial roundtable on a "shared vision fandeterm
cooperative action”, to be convened by Presiderdidfla
Nowicki, will be held later Thursday for ministexad heads
of delegation to exchange views on how they intenaork
in a collaborative manner to combat climate change.

The discussion will focus on three key topics amgkberm
cooperative action on climate change, towards aoigehe
ultimate objectives of the convention; preparing fo
unavoidable climate change, building resilience and
implementing adaptation plans; and the architedtuaewill
deliver on finance, technology and capacity butdamd on
the reporting of actions and support for actions.

"Together, we face two crises; climate change aedytobal
economy. But these present us with a great opptytaran

opportunity to address both challenges simultarigguBan

said Thursday.

"What we need today is leadership. We look for ézghlip
from the European Union. The decisions currentindpe
made by European leaders in Brussels are at great



consequence for the whole world. We look for lealigr
from the United States," the UN chief noted

He said that the Poznan conference is faced wideth
challenges - to agree on a work-plan for the nezat'g
negotiations; draft the critical elements of a lkdagn vision
or basic framework for cooperative action and faurdgries tc
re-commit themselves to the urgency of their cause.

"The world's poorest should not suffer first andstdrom a
problem they did least to create," he added.

The two-week long Poznan conference that began 1
December is discussing a path forward toward agletal
climate change deal to be agreed in Copenhagema&rénat
the end of 2009.

Poznan - 11/12/2008
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African countries launch African Climate Solution

Poznan, Poland (PANA) - A grouping of 26 Africaruatries in East, Central and Southern
Africa Wednesday launched “The African Climate Siolo” at the UN clim a te change talks
Poznan, Poland, to address issues relating to teinfenge.

The African Climate Solution entails the reductadrgreen house gas emissions by forest
resources (REDD) and carbon sequestration throggbudture, forestr y and land use
(AFOLU) in Africa and throughout the developing \ebr

Sindiso Ngwenya, Secretary General of the Commork&ldor Eastern and Southern Africa
(COMESA), who spoke at the launch of the African@ite Solution, said “t his initiative is
African in origin but is intended to include allvadoping na t ions.



“We all face the same problem of dealing with cliemehange and sustainable dev elopment
We are seeking the support of countries in AsidinLamerica and Sma | | Island States to

ensure that not only Africa’s voice but that of therld’s p o or and excluded will be heard Ic
and clear in articulating solutions for mitig artiand adaptation measures on climate chang

The COMESA top official warned that any delayseoagnizing Africa’s potential contributio
to adaptation and mitigation measures on climasagh would reve r se gains in sustainable
development.

"It is no longer a question of if, or of when, Afai should be and will be part and parcel of a
post—Kyoto Protocol regime,” Ngwenya said.

The African Climate Solution calls for the expamsad eligibility of resources beynd REDD tc
include the full range of bio-carbon in the climateange negot i ations.

Africa is leading a high-level delegation to the WiNnate change conference in Poznan
comprising representatives from organizations igeng farmers, the p rivate sector, the
research community, civil society development, et and b a nks.

The two-week Poznan conference that began 1 Decembmegotiating a new globa | climate
change deal to be clinched in Copenhagen, Denratithe end of 2009.

Poznan - 10/12/2008
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EDF hails negotiators for progress at climate cleaatks

Poznan, Poland (PANA) — The Environmental Defenoedr
(EDF) has praised climate negotiators meeting feera UN
Climate Change Conference for reaching a comp r ise
Wednesday that will advance talks on reducing @station.



In a closed-door meeting, negotiators reached larpnary
agreement that natio ns must give indigenous peoptece
in discussions on how to reduce greenhous e gassiems
from deforestation and degradation and must resegni
internation a | rights' treaties.

“This is a crucial step forward. Is it everythingligenous
people want and des erve? No, but it guaranteles wall
advance and indigenous groups will be hea r dVéte
Schwartzman, EDF’s director for tropical forestippl said.

Negotiations over the inclusion of deforestatiothaton-
going UN climate chan ge talks in Poznan, hit agghés
week with one of the main points of contenti o mgerow to
recognise indigenous rights in proposals to reduce
deforestation.

The Poznan conference, which has drawn about 11,000
delegates, constitutes the h alf-way mark in thgotiations
on an ambitious and effective international resipecto
climate change, to be agreed in Copenhagen, Denmauzitie
end of 2009.

Poznan - 10/12/2008
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Ministers meet for high-level segment of UN Clim@tieange Conference

Poznan, Poland (PANA) - Ministers from the 189 daes attending the United Na tions
Climate Change Conference in Poznan, Poland, wiiVerge for the first t i me since the
landmark UN climate meeting in Bali, to discussaghpgforward towa r d a new global climate
change deal.

The high-level segment of the gathering of the &éphiNations Framework Conventi on on



Climate Change (UNFCCC) kicks off Thursday withegeges by UN Secretary-G e neral Ba
Ki-moon, four heads of state and government, akagel45 environmen t ministers and sen
government representatives.

The two-week long Poznan conference, which has 600 participants, consti tutes the
half-way mark in the negotiations on an ambitiond affective intern a tional response to
climate change, to be agreed in Copenhagen, Deniaattie e n d of 2009 and to take effect
2013.

"The agreed outcome must spell out commitmenthempart of industrialised cou ntries,
including mid-term emission reduction targets agrba ways to raise la r ge-scale funds ant
deliver them effectively and transparently to suppize eff o rts of the developing world in
mitigation and adaptation. So we need a policyrfreavork that provides clarity on targets,
clarity on financial support and clarit y on instibns,” said UNFCCC Executive Secretary Y
de Boer.

“We must have a politically certifiable outcomettlban enter into force in 201 3,” de Boer
pointed out.

The discussion in Poznan has, meanwhile, movedoom €lements of the agreed ou tcome t
concrete components, describing areas of conveegartbe ideas and p r oposals of parties,
exploring options for dealing with areas of divarge and i d entifying the gaps that might n¢
to be filled in reaching the agreed Copenhage oconé.

Parties have agreed that a negotiating text oagheed outcome will be put fo rward for
consideration at a UNFCCC gathering in June neat.ye

A key event during the high-level segment will beiaisterial round-table on a shared visior
on long-term cooperative action on climate change.

“Negotiators have been discussing a number of ssthag are important in the s hort run-up t
2012 - particularly for developing countries, irgilug adaptati o n, finance, technology and
reducing emissions from deforestation and foregt dedation,” said de Boer.

“The round table event will be an important oppaoityi for both for ministers a nd heads of
delegations to look at what kind of mechanisms adéd be put in p | ace to deliver on finan
technology and capacity building to curb emissi@ng,ur green growth and cope with the
inevitable impacts of climate change,” he adde d .

No fewer than three major UNFCCCtlgarings will take place next year before the Unake
Change Conference in Copenhagen, the first twoimnBGermany.



Poznan - 10/12/2008
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Indigenous peoples, NGOs protest at UN climate gaaalks

Poznan, Poland (PANA) - Representatives of indigeno
peoples, local communities and non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) monitoring the progress ofdhecli
m ate change negotiations being held here Tuessldyah
peaceful demonstration.

PANA reports that the protesters were outrageteat t
removal of “rights” from t he decision on Reduceadigsions
from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD ) .

The groups were outraged that the United Statesadza
Australia and New Zeala nd opposed the inclusion of
recognition of the rights of indigenous peoples bocal
communities in a decision on REDD, drafted Tueduay
government delegates a t the UN Climate Changescenée.

They claimed the four countries wanted to includb® in
the future climate agr eement but opposed protgtkia
rights of the indigenous and forest peoples whlbhei
directly affected by REDD measures.

During the Tuesday discussions, these countriest@asthat
the word “rights” and references to UN Declarattomthe
Rights of Indigenous Peoples be struck f r om éxé t

“This is totally unacceptable for indigenous pegplecal
communities and supp orting NGOs, as the forestshndre
being targeted for REDD are those which in d igesnou



peoples have sustained and protected for thousdry@srs.

“Any REDD mechanism that does not respect and prdie
rights of indigenous p eoples and local communitigisfail,”
the group charged.

They demanded that an unequivocal reference tosragid to
the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous RPeppe
inserted into the draft decision text on R EDD.

The group is part of the delegates attending tleeviwek UN
climate change gath ering in Poznan which is thieviray
mark in the negotiating process leading up

to Copenhagen, Denmark in 2009 where an ambitibugie

change deal will be cl i nched to follow on thesfiphase of
the UN’s Kyoto Protocol, which expires in 2 012.

Poznan - 09/12/2008
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UN climate change meeting agrees to fund developingtries

Poznan, Poland (PANA) — The United Nations Climate
Change Conference taking plac e in Poznan, Poleagd,
agreed that developing countries should accesadhp t
ation Fund, intended to finance concrete adaptagtiojects,
through implementi n g agencies such as the WaoalokEand
UN Environment Programme, the UN’s top cli m ataroye
official disclosed here Tuesday.

Yvo de Boer, executive secretary of the United dlei



Framework Convention on C limate Change (UNFCQY se
an agreement had also been reached at the meeting t
developing countries should be able to get direcéss to
funding from the A d aptation Fund through instaduas in
their countries that have been credited to

work under the adaptation fund.

De Boer, who spoke at a press conference, howsaier,
issues that were still u nder discussion includetivdr there
were other ways that developing countries ¢ oulgrogided
with access to direct funding, the debate he sastili goin g
on.

The Adaptation Fund was established to finance retec
adaptation projects and programmes in developingtcies
that are Parties to the Kyoto Protocol.

The two-week long UN climate change conference libgtn
December 1 and being a ttended by about 11,00Qatets is
the half-way mark in the negotiations on a n arohgiand
effective international response to climate change.

Delegates, including government officials from Fafties,
representatives from business and industry, enviemmal
organizations and research institutions at t enthiegneeting
are negotiating for a deal to be clinched in Copgein,
Denm a rk at the end of 2009.

De Boer on Tuesday warned that “we should be chnefiio
reach too far and ac hieve nothing (in Copenhagen).

“What we need to achieve in Copregen is clarity on the ke
political issues, s o that everything in Copenhageabout
settling the details, rather than negot i atingfthelamentals.

“For me the essential for Copenhagen is clarity on
commitment, clarity on financ e and clarity ostitution. It is
clearly imperative that we deliver on the co m natits that
were made in Bali and reach agreement in Copenliagen
Boer said

a press conference Tuesday.



The meeting in Poznan will also conduct a revieuhef
Kyoto Protocol and asseso what extent the Protocol’s cle
development mechanism can be improved and i ts
geographical reach extended.

Poznan - 09/12/2008
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UN meeting in Poznan urged to focus on climate tdem

Poznan, Poland (PANA) — ClimateWise, the financial
services climate change initi ative representindeé®ing
members of the global insurance industry, Mondayled on
government delegates meeting at the United Natinsate
Change Confer e nce in Poznan, Poland, to focustaonal
adaptation measures and to ensure th a t the cnokthe
insurance industry are reflected in the negotiatiom a n ew
international climate change deal currently beiagatiated
in Poland.

The conference is being attended by more than 01,00
participants, including tho se from the businesamunity.

The international deal being negotiated here valthnched
in Copenhagen, & mark, in 2009, and will become effect
in 2013.

Andrew Torrance, chairman of ClimateWise, Mondayear
the executive secretary o f the United Nations Enaark
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), Yvo de Bp®
strengthen climate change adaptation frameworkg)ato



insurers could pla y as full a role as possiblettucing the
climate risks faced by people around

the world.

Torrance warned that climate-related threats weseeasing
both in scale and u npredictability.

According to Torrance, annual insurance losses froma
storms could increase b y two thirds later thiswgnand the
chances of very hot summers in Europe, s u ch 2808
when at least 22,000 people died prematurely, oadled
over the

past decades.

“The role of insurance is fundamental in copinghwatimate
risks, because insu rance enables business amitinals to
manage risk,” he said.

“ClimateWise members are committed to exploring Hest
to use their expertise to assist those affectedimate risk,
both in developed and developing count r ies, dh@rman
of the 42-member insurance initiative said.

“In order for insurers to play their fullest roke helping
customers around th e world to manage these grougksj,
governments must make adequate investment s irieditap
measures to ensure those risks remain managehbbladded

Torrance who also spoke at a joint press conferefitbethe
UN'’s top climate ch ange official, said “The insnca sector
is one that most directly experiences t he impattdimate
change. ClimateWise members are ready to exploxebest
t 0 extend the benefits of their expertise to thaféected by
climate risk, and g overnments must create thenatenal
policy framework in which this can take

place.”
He said insurance cannot be an alternative to atiapt

rather robust adaptati on is a necessary condiiomsurers
to play a full role.



“We are looking forward to insurance being a cdntra
component of the Copenhagen climate change deal.”

UNFCCC executive secretary Yvo de Boer, who spakkea
same press conference n oted that the insuranastigdhas ¢
particularly important role to play.

“Its ability to offer insurance based on bettek msanagemer
can encourage ad aptation projects, and guide gowetts to
more effective policy decisions - bo t h at thaovadl and the
international level.”

In addition to binding medium emissions-reductiargets on
the part of develop ed countries, there are thegeakeas thal
ClimateWise members want teesadd r essed in a new glc
framework.

These include seeing all countries committing tplement
national adaptation p lans; a long-term internation
arrangement for collecting and sharing climatek data; anc
a review of synergies between adaptation and niiga
measures.

The two-week long UN climate change conference began
1 December in Poznan, is the 14th conference of 92e
parties to the UNFCCC and fourth meeting of th 8 BRarties
to the Kyoto Protocol.

It is the half-way mark in the negotiations on amb#ious
and effective intern ational response to climat@ngje.

The deal is to be clinched in Copenhagen at theo€2609

and will take effect in 2013, the year after thretfphase of
the Kyoto Protocol expires.

Poznan - 08/12/2008
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UN climate change conference begins Monday in Rozna

Lusaka, Zambia (PANA) - The United Nations Climate
Change Conference starts Mond ay in Poznan, Polamete
delegates, including ministers, will discuss theirsion for
long-term cooperative action on climate change.

The two-week meeting, the 14th Conference of tH& 19
Parties to the United Natio ns Framework Convention
Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the fourth meetindnef t

183 Parties to the Kyoto Protocol, is the half-wagrk in the
negotiations on a n ambitious and effective inteomal
climate change deal.

The deal is to be clinched in Copenhagen, Denngartke
end of 2009 and will c ome into force in 2013, ylear after
the first phase of the Kyoto Protocol exp i res.

About 9,000 participants, including government dates
from 185 Parties to the UNFCCC and representafioes
business and industry, environmental organisat and
research institutions will attend the two-week gsithg.

At Poznan, Parties to the UNFCCC will take stoclmafgres:
made in 2008 and ma p out in detail, what needisippen in
2009 to get to a strengthened agreement , UNFC@Grsa
statement.

At the conference, a text will be tabled which cbsérve as
the basis for a fi rst draft of the negotiatingttior an agreed
outcome at Copenhagen.

This text will be fine-tuned in the course of tretering.
According to UNFCCC, onef the key questions will be wh
kind of mechanisms ne ed to be put in place tordebn

finance, technology and capacity building to

curb emissions, spur green growth and to cope tvéh
inevitable impacts of cli m ate change.



The issue of technology will also be high on therata and
the meeting will dea | in depth with the issueiekr
management and risk reduction strategies.

Poznan is also expected to produce concrete psgres
several issues which are important in the short wynto
2012 - particularly for developing countries , inding
adaptation, finance, technology and reducing essirom
deforesta t ion and forest degradation.

In the context of adapting to the effects of climahange,
parties are expecte d to put finishing touchefi¢oktyoto
Protocol’s Adaptation Fund so that is it

ready to roll out concrete projects in 2009.

The UN Climate Change Conference in Poznan wid als
conduct a review of the Kyo to Protocol and asses#at
extent the Protocol’s Clean Development Mechanism

(CDM) can be streamlined and its geographical reach
extended.

“The need for real progress on tackling climatengfeahas
never been more urgen t,” said Yvo de Boer, UNFCCC
Executive Secretary, who added “the effects of dite
change that science has identified are alreadyhireggupon
those most vulne r able and who await the finareoal
technological resources they need to deal w i¢keh
impacts”.

Alluding to the fact that the Poznan conferendaksng place
in the broader c ontext of the current global ficiahcrisis
and economic recession, the UN’s t o p climate ghan
official warned against the danger of the worlchigei
detracted

from the fight against climate change.
“We must now focus on the opportunities for greeswgh

that can put the global economy onto a stable asthmable
path,” he said.
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