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Risks
• Risk

– A serious problem expected. When, degree, how etc 
not known

• Disaster
– A serious problem just happening or happened very 

recent

• Risk and Disaster can be:
– Region and even Country specific

– Though communalities are experienced

The case of The Gambia





COUNTRY PROFILE

• Some key socio–economic indicators
– Population (total) 1,360,000

– Population: urban (% of total) 37.12

– Population: rural (% of total) 62.88

– Population growth (annual %) 2.7 %

– Life expectation (years) 58

– Infant mortality rate (per 1,000 live births) 84

– GDP Per Capita $310

– National poverty rate (% of population) 63%





Risks – The Gambia

• Drought

• Flood

• Insect infestation

• Fires

• Diseases

• Migration

• Food scarcity

-60 0

-40 0

-20 0

0

20 0

40 0

60 0

80 0

19 57 19 61 19 65 197 0 19 74 19 78 19 8 2 198 6 19 9 0 19 94 199 8 2 0 02 20 0 6

Y e a rs

F ig ure  1a: D e p artu re  fro m  N or m al  R ainf al l - B a njul

D ep ar ture f ro m No rmal

M a n g r o v e S w a m p s se r v e a s

sp a w n i n g  g r o u n d s fo r f i sh :

W ith  1 -m e tr e r is e i n  s ea

le v e l th e se  w i ll  b e l o st

G re a te r p a r t  of  th e  C a p i ta l  C ity  -  B a n ju l  -

i s le ss  th a n  1  m e tre  a b o v e  m e a n  se a  l e v el :

A  1 -m e tre  ri se  in  se a  le v e l m e a n s th e  C ity

w il l  b e l o st

F i gu r e  5 .3 . 3 . 2 : O r th op h oto  M ap  (c on tou r s i n  m e tr e s) o f th e  C ap i ta l  C it y  o f B a n jul  (t he  gr e a te r

p ar t o f th e  C i ty  i s  be l ow  1  m e tr e )

R ive r  G am bi a
i s 5  km  w id e a t

th is  p o in t

T hi s exp en si ve Du a l Car r iage  W ay  pa ssi ng  over  a  B r i dge  i s now l es s 10  m e tre s fr om
the  H i gh W ater  Mar k.  A t th e pr es en t e r osi on ra te  i t m ay  n ot s ur v ive  t he ne x t 5  ye ar s.



Disasters
• Drought

– Sahel region, low rainfall, high 
temperatures

• Fires (home & bush)
– Poverty, elephant grasses

• Flood
– Low laying (Max. 4m)

• Migration
– 20% pop. immigrants

• Food scarcity
– Right diet

• Diseases
– Malaria, 

• Insect infestation
– Locust



Risk & Disaster Management 
Coordination

National – Chair VP
Advisory Committee –

Policy, technical, finance

Regional Coordination –
Chair Governors

Coordinating Institution

National Environment Agency

District Committee –

Chief
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Risk reduction in The Gambia

• Diagnose all potential 
risks for the 
country/region

• Involvement and 
implication of all 
stakeholders, in 
particular the 
population

• Prepare all relevant 
necessities



Risk Management in The Gambia

• Coordinating bodies: Three main Levels
– National level chaired by the VP
– Regional level chaired by Governors
– District level chaired by Chiefs

• Information systems
– Early warning
– Possibilities of immediate outreach (free tolls)
– Regional collaborations

• Availability of Stores
– Requirements
– Facilities



Risk Management
Food



Risk Management-
Forest, tools readiness, etc



Disaster Management

• Information 

– Free calls to NEA 
Forestry & Fire 
service for fires etc

– Vehicles, motor 
cycles, bicycles

• Speed
– locals, vehicles

• Readiness
– Stores


