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For the most part, this loss and degradation

is caused by drainage for

agriculture, infrastructure developments,

forestation and malaria control,

blocking and extraction of the

water inflow, over-exploitation of

groundwater resources, or the building

of dams, to mention but a few

of the many reasons why wetlands

are deteriorating. Additionally, pollution

from agricultural and industrial

sources can increase the level of nutrients,

pesticides or heavy metals, seriously

impairing ecological processes
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Greece: This LIFE-Nature project used water buffalo and cattle grazing to restore 
the wetlands of a transboundary park that straddles Greece, Albania and the 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, and in so doing, has helped to protect 
Dalmatian pelicans and one of the biggest colonies of pygmy cormorants.

Wetland loss 1950-85: netherlands 55%, greece 63%
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