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• Annual budget: 125 million Euro 
• Support to approximately 150 projects in more 

than 50 countries 
• Support to several regional organisations such as

– COMIFAC (Central Africa)
– ASEAN (South East Asia)
– OTCA (Amazon)
– SADC (Southern Africa)
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Overview on German bilateral cooperation with 
developing countries in the forestry sector

Sector concept “Forests and sustainable development”

• Overall Goal: poverty alleviation and securing the 
forests’ indispensable ecological balancing function 
on a global scale; 

• German Development Cooperation for SFM is framed 
around 6 thematic areas:
– Forest protection and reforestation
– Support of consistent policy frameworks
– Combating illegal logging
– Certification
– Strategies for financing SFM
– Shaping and implementing the international forest regime



Experiences, impact and lessons learned

• Poverty reduction: 
e.g. Nepal: employment creation for forestry workers, 
crafts persons and employees in small enterprises 
Brazil: 20 % increase of household income in pilot 
regions of Mata Atlantica

• Forest Protected Areas: e.g. Pendjari in Benin, 
Burkina Faso and Niger; Tri-National Sangha in 
Cameroon, CAR and Congo Republic

• Forest Rehabilitation and Reforestation: e.g. 
Columbia, China, Vietnam 

• Support to Certification: Cameroon, Indonesia, China, 
Malaysia, Brazil

• Indigenous forest areas: e.g. 44 million ha in Brazil



Churia Forest Development Project (ChFDP)
Nepal

Example MDG Poster 
Download: http://www.geo-media.de/index_mdg.html



Churia Forest Development Project (ChFDP)
Nepal

Forest cover change map for ChFDP area (1992-2002)



Churia Forest Development Project (ChFDP)
Nepal

Example:
Crown Density Change in District Saptari



• Reducing Emissions from Deforestation (RED) 
has not been a focus of German bilateral 
cooperation; but pilot projects now planned

• Indirect impact of Capacity Building on avoiding 
deforestation; clear attribution not possible

• Projects are less successful if they are not well 
integrated into national structures (ownership)

• All the efforts of Financial/Technical Cooperation 
have not been sufficient to significantly reduce 
deforestation rate at a larger scale

• Market based mechanism could make a 
difference (complementarity to TC; scaling up)

Experiences, impact and lessons learned



Challenges and implications for avoided 
deforestation

• Reliable national baselines
• How to deal with countries / regions with high forest 

cover and presently low deforestation rate (e.g. 
Congo basin)

• Monitoring (methods, accuracy)
• Large scale incentives could be helpful to scale up 

positive impact of bilateral programmes
• System (“mechanism”) should be simple; 

uncertainties and errors in data collection could be 
compensated by discount

• Need for capacity building


