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What is our objective?

« Cooperate in reaching a common aim
(Preambular paragraphs 20, 21, Articles 4.8 and
4.10 Convention on Climate Change)

« Responses to climate change should be
coordinated with social and economic
development taking Into full account the
legitimate  priority needs of developing
countries...and the eradication of poverty.
(Preambular paragraph 21)
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The Venezuelan case
Vulnerable on two fronts

Impact

Strength

Vulnerability

Resilience to the
economic impact on
hydrocarbon
markets

>ological
~ /social impacts

Worlds’ largest proven
oil reserves and 7th
largest gas reserves

Economically

vulnerable to market
demand and price
fluctuations from
policies and measures
that may be adopted
by consumer countries

Among the worlds
top10 most mega
diverse systems with
many untouched
territories

vulnerable
ecosystems and
infrastructure to the
effects changes in
weather patterns

Highly



Presenter
Presentation Notes
High dependance on fuels and hidrocarbon export revenues. 



Situation well documented by WTO Examen de Políticas Comerciales (2002), which concludes, among other things, that the oil sector conditions the development of other economic activities 
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Implications of vulnerability

» Sustainable development has to start from
what already exists...
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Presentation Notes
The loss of economic rent implies huge social impacts and thwart the possibility of achieving sustainable development any time soon. As reflected in the preamble to the Convention 
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Economic, social and environmental
vulnerabilities / consequences
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Strength

Vulnerability

Agriculture

T o

Extensive land areas

 under cultivation,
= New agricultural

production schemes

| underway with state

support

Only a fraction under
irrigation
Crops vulnerable to

changes in weather
patterns
Many agricultural

areas susceptible to
flooding

Fisheries

Protection of fisheries
through the prohibition
of bottom trawl fishing,
promotion of Artisanal
fishing

Loss of fishing stocks
due to climate change.
Loss of choice for the
adoption of traditional
ways of life.
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Economic, social and environmental
vulnerabilities / consequences

Strength Vulnerability

Social vulnerability | Already met several of | Highly vulnerable to
B the Millennium infrastructure damage,
=== Development Goals migration, disease,
=% and on track to meet |loss of livelihoods.

E ¥ remaining goals.

| echnology gap National Plan for Adoption of

Technology Literacy Inappropriate
(PNAT). Satellite technologies  could
technology for the destroy jobs and
promotion of Increase technology
education, dependence
communication and Create new trade
medical services barriers
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Presentation Notes
In 2001, Venezuela reached the goal of providing universal drinking water to all citizens. In 2005, Venezuela was declared a territory free of illiteracy by UNESCO. Venezuela's poverty rate fell from 49% to around 24% in late 2009, extreme poverty was reduced in half between 2003 and 2009 and the country’s unemployment rate fell from 15% in 1998 to 6.6% in 2009. Venezuela is on track in meeting universal primary education, substantially reduce the infant and maternal mortality rate, decrease the spread of HIV/AIDS and reverse malaria and dengue.

The recent launching of Satellite Simon Bolivar is among the government's initiatives to promote technological sovereignty (that is, Venezuelan control over, and promotion of, technology). 

The satellite, Venezuela's first, will help bring education, communication and medical services to even the most remote areas of the country. "infocenters", offer local residents of the most economically deprived communities an array of technology-based services, including computer training and access to the internet, plus space for residents to use for community purposes. These services are offered for free. http://venezuelanalysis.com/analysis/4383
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What needs to be done?

- Do what Is economically, socially and
environmentally feasible

 Energy efficiency can reduce CO2 emissions
significantly
* Education on a massive scale

* Pilot schemes for the promotion of alternative
life-styles/values

* Novel cooperation schemes (PetroCaribe)
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Concluding remarks

* In an interdependent planet, balance is a key
word

* Fossil fuels remain a fundamental source of
energy for the world, energy security and
demand security are inextricable intertwined

« Unfair burden sharing can only increase

SOCIo-economic vulnerabilities and
instability
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