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General context 

  The issue of economic and social consequences of response measures, and in 
particular, of cooperation strategies, has to be seen in the broader context of 
the achievement of sustainable development (in its economic, social and 
environmental dimensions) and poverty eradication, in accordance with 
nationally defined priorities 

 Cooperation on response strategies needs to be done in accordance with the 
principles and provisions of the UNFCCC, in particular preambular 
paragraphs 3, 17, 21, 22, and articles 3.1, 3.4, 3.5., 4.1. g) and h) 4.3. 
4.5, 4.7, 4.8 of the Convention, and articles 2.3 and 3.14 of KP.  

 There is a need to reaffirm decisions 1. CP/16, 2. CP/17, 1.CP/18, in 
relation to economic and social consequences of response measures 

 

All of this, in a general context in which the first and overriding 
priorities of developing countries are economic and social 
development and poverty eradication 



Cooperation on response strategies 

in the context of the forum means: 

    - how developed countries are cooperating to assist 
developing country Parties in avoiding and minimizing 
the economic and social consequences of  response 
measures on developing countries, in accordance with 
the principles and provisions of the Convention. 

-  to give full consideration to what actions are necessary 

under the Convention, including actions related to 

funding, insurance and the transfer of technology, to 

meet the specific needs and concerns of developing 

country Parties arising from the impact of the 

implementation of response measures. 

 

 

 

 

 



What actions could help to foster this 

cooperation on response strategies? 
 Exchange of views, sharing information and expertise to inform 

policy choices of response measures taken by developed country 
Parties (and which ones would avoid and minimize economic 
and social consequences of response measures on developing 
countries) 

 Facilitation of technical collaboration among Parties and experts 
on tools, including studies, modelling and methodologies, to 
assist developing country Parties in addressing economic and 
social consequences of response measures 

 Cooperation of modelling teams among Parties, to seek 
consensus on methodology development and scenarios setting 
and for models to take into account the specific national 
economic and social conditions of developing countries 

 Partnership with organizations in the research and assessment of 
developing countries’ concerns and needs raising from the 
impacts of the implementation of response measures  



 Cooperation under the Convention to enhance the 

reporting of Annex I countries of the impacts of their 

response measures on developing countries, and how 

they are minimizing the adverse effects on developing 

countries. 

 Strenthening of multilateral approaches to respond to 

climate change, in opposition to unilateral measures 

that would contravene UNFCCC principles and 

provisions (for example, the inclusion of civil aviation 

in the EU ETS).  



Cooperation in terms of the implementation of article 3.5 of 
the UNFCCC:  

 

“The Parties should cooperate to promote a supportive and open 
international economic system that would lead to sustainable 
economic growth and development in all Parties, particularly 
developing country Parties, thus enabling them better to address 
the problems of climate change. Measures taken to combat 
climate change, including unilateral ones, should not constitute a 
means of arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination or a disguised 
restriction on international trade” (Article 3.5 of the UNFCCC)  



Cooperation also means that: 

- policies and measures taken by developed countries to combat 
climate change, including unilateral ones, shall not undermine the 
development nor constitute a means of transferring the burden of 
climate change mitigation obligations of developed countries to 
developing country Parties 

--there is a need for social negative consequences to be avoided 
and minimized, ensuring a just transition of the workforce, the 
creation of decent work and quality jobs, in accordance with 
nationally defined development priorities and strategies  

-ensure capacity-building, transfer of technologies and financial 
resources for developing countries, in order for these countries to 
meet the agreed full incremental costs of implementing measures 
(relation to articles 4.3, 4.5 and 4.7 of the Convention) 

-collaboration on identification of developing countries’ needs to 
deal with the negative impacts of response measures in the 
context of their unique national circumstances and priorities 



Cooperation means that developed countries assess 
the design and implementation of their response 
measures in terms of: 

 - Ex ante assessment of proposed response measures by 
developed countries, including unilateral ones, and their 
expected economic and social consequences on 
developing countries. 

 - Ex post assessment of current response measures of 
developed countries, including unilateral ones, in order 
to analyze economic and social consequences of those 
response measures on developing countries. 



 

- if the measure is consistent with UNFCCC principles and 

provisions 

- if there has been consultation to potentially affected developing 

country Parties and if their special conditions have been duly 

taken into account 

- if the measure is based on scientific evidence 

- if the measures has a legitimate objective, like combating 

climate change 

- if the measure is the most effective means to achieve the 

objective of combating climate change and the less trade 

restrictive 

- if there is a fulfillment of developed countries’ obligations 

related to the provision of specific support to developing 

countries (transfer of technology, financial resources and 

capacity building) 

The assessment should include, inter alia, analysis 

of  the following : 

 



Final considerations 

 Cooperation on response strategies: Broader 

context of transition to sustainable 

development, in accordance with nationally 

defined priorities 

 Need for developed countries to undertake an 

ex ante and ex post assessment of their response 

measures, including unilateral ones, in terms of 

their economic and social consequences on 

developing countries  



 Continuation of the forum is important for 

fostering cooperation on response strategies, as 

the forum provides a platform for the exchange 

of views and for dialogue to enhance cooperation 

in terms of exploring ways to avoid and minimize 

negative economic and social consequences of 

response measures taken by developed countries 

on developing countries 

 Importance of strengthening multilateralism, in 

opposition to unilateral measures that undermine 

the spirit of cooperation and dialogue 
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