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1. Level of awareness and understanding of 1. Level of awareness and understanding of 
climate change issuesclimate change issues

•• There is There is general awareness and understandinggeneral awareness and understanding of of 
climate change issues across SIDSclimate change issues across SIDS
–– Familiar with issues of climate change, Familiar with issues of climate change, 

hurricanes, floods, etc.hurricanes, floods, etc.

•• However, with regards to particular issues such as However, with regards to particular issues such as 
causes and effects of climate changes causes and effects of climate changes –– mixed mixed 
messagesmessages
–– Often climate change linked with ozone layer Often climate change linked with ozone layer 

depletiondepletion
–– Do not know what to do…Do not know what to do…



REASONS…REASONS…

•• A number of awareness campaigns are been carried A number of awareness campaigns are been carried 
out by various organizationsout by various organizations
–– Government departments, NGOs, Government departments, NGOs, GOsGOs……

•• Often awareness campaigns involve Often awareness campaigns involve too much too much 
scientific informationscientific information

–– Often leads to mixed messagesOften leads to mixed messages



RECOMMENDATIONS…RECOMMENDATIONS…

•• KAP/B Surveys are important for monitoring level of KAP/B Surveys are important for monitoring level of 
awareness and understanding awareness and understanding 

KNOWLEDEKNOWLEDE > > ATTITUDEATTITUDE > > BEHAVIOURBEHAVIOUR

•• KAP/B SurveysKAP/B Surveys
–– Better representation of the population important Better representation of the population important 

for better effectivenessfor better effectiveness



•• Awareness campaigns and programmes Awareness campaigns and programmes must be must be 
focused and targetfocused and target--orientedoriented
–– School campaigns may not work for tourism or School campaigns may not work for tourism or 

fisheries sectorsfisheries sectors
–– Pacific campaigns may not work in the CaribbeanPacific campaigns may not work in the Caribbean

•• Scientific knowledge and information needs to be Scientific knowledge and information needs to be 
translated into local languages/settingstranslated into local languages/settings for better for better 
absorption by the publicabsorption by the public

•• Enhance Enhance collaboration between technical people and collaboration between technical people and 
communicatorscommunicators for effective dissemination of for effective dissemination of 
information to the public  information to the public  



KEY CHALLENGES…KEY CHALLENGES…

•• How to measure the level of awareness and How to measure the level of awareness and 
understanding?understanding?

•• Is the level of awareness and understanding Is the level of awareness and understanding 
affecting political agendas?affecting political agendas?

•• Is awareness really changing the behavior of the Is awareness really changing the behavior of the 
people?people?

•• What roles could individuals play to make a What roles could individuals play to make a 
difference?  difference?  



2. National policies, key projects and 2. National policies, key projects and 
messagesmessages

•• National Development Plan, National Strategic Plan, National Development Plan, National Strategic Plan, 
National Sustainable Development Strategy, National Sustainable Development Strategy, 
Environment Action Plan, Energy Policy, Emission Environment Action Plan, Energy Policy, Emission 
Policy…Policy…

–– Enough policiesEnough policies at our disposalat our disposal
–– Need to Need to translate these policiestranslate these policies into concrete into concrete 

actions and activitiesactions and activities
–– Environment needs to be looked at in a Environment needs to be looked at in a holistic holistic 

mannermanner
•• Adaptation and mitigation Adaptation and mitigation –– cross cuttingcross cutting



KEY PROJECTSKEY PROJECTS

•• National Communications identify level of National Communications identify level of 
greenhouse gas emissions and priority issuesgreenhouse gas emissions and priority issues

–– Focus our projects on these groundsFocus our projects on these grounds
•• E.g:E.g:-- Clean power generationClean power generation

–– Projects should be demonstrable and quantifiableProjects should be demonstrable and quantifiable
•• Alternative energy generation projects Alternative energy generation projects 



MESSAGESMESSAGES

•• We need to craft our messages very We need to craft our messages very appropriatelyappropriately
–– Adaptation Adaptation –– cross cutting issuecross cutting issue

•• Should Should focusfocus on target groupson target groups
–– Transport sector, tourism sector…Transport sector, tourism sector…

•• Should be Should be holisticholistic to get the support of everyoneto get the support of everyone



RECOMMENDATIONSRECOMMENDATIONS

•• Need to Need to strengthen our technical and financial strengthen our technical and financial 
capacitycapacity to implement policies in SIDSto implement policies in SIDS

•• Strengthen Strengthen political willingnesspolitical willingness to implement to implement 
policiespolicies

•• UnbiasedUnbiased implementation of policies implementation of policies 

•• Allocation of Allocation of adequate financial resourcesadequate financial resources for public for public 
education and awareness education and awareness 



3. Key target groups3. Key target groups

•• Other ministriesOther ministries
•• ParliamentariansParliamentarians
•• BusinessBusiness
•• Press and mediaPress and media
•• NGOsNGOs
•• Community groupsCommunity groups
•• General publicGeneral public
•• AcademiaAcademia
•• YouthYouth
•• Religious leadersReligious leaders
•• PoliticiansPoliticians
•• Etc…Etc…



4. Key awareness strategies, barriers and 4. Key awareness strategies, barriers and 
solutionssolutions

AWARENESS STRATEGIESAWARENESS STRATEGIES

•• Strategies exist in one form or anotherStrategies exist in one form or another
–– Exhibitions in malls to disseminate information Exhibitions in malls to disseminate information 

(Bahamas)(Bahamas)
–– EcozoneEcozone (Antigua)(Antigua)
–– Community Action Theaters and Annual Community Action Theaters and Annual 

Consultation with Parliamentarians (Pacific)Consultation with Parliamentarians (Pacific)
–– Radio Programs, TV Programs, Newspaper, Public Radio Programs, TV Programs, Newspaper, Public 

Forums, etc (All SIDS)Forums, etc (All SIDS)
–– Schools Programs using Speakers (Jamaica)Schools Programs using Speakers (Jamaica)
–– Sustainable Development Consul (Grenada)Sustainable Development Consul (Grenada)
–– EE--mail list (St. Lucia)mail list (St. Lucia)



–– Celebration of Environment Day, Biodiversity Day, Celebration of Environment Day, Biodiversity Day, 
Water Day, Environment Month, Etc … (All SIDS)Water Day, Environment Month, Etc … (All SIDS)

–– EcoEco--Schools Awards and Environmental AwardsSchools Awards and Environmental Awards

•• WAY FORWARD…WAY FORWARD…

–– Holistic approachHolistic approach is needed for different target is needed for different target 
groups groups 

–– Should meet Should meet national plansnational plans
–– Demonstrable projectsDemonstrable projects
•• Solar houses for demonstrationSolar houses for demonstration



BARRIERSBARRIERS

•• Monitoring and measuring level of implementation Monitoring and measuring level of implementation --
difficultdifficult

•• PolicyPolicy--maker support maker support –– difficultdifficult
•• Budgetary constraintsBudgetary constraints
•• Policy enforcementPolicy enforcement



SOLUTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONSSOLUTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

•• Monitoring from Monitoring from baselinebaseline –– present day present day 
understandingunderstanding

•• Allocation of Allocation of adequate fundingadequate funding for public awareness for public awareness 
and educationand education

•• Political will and supportPolitical will and support on implementation much on implementation much 
neededneeded



5. Importance of public participation and 5. Importance of public participation and 
access to informationaccess to information

•• Public participation is a Public participation is a vital vital part of the whole part of the whole 
process of any environmental issueprocess of any environmental issue

•• We need to We need to work togetherwork together to have better resultsto have better results
•• Access to Access to free informationfree information absolutely necessaryabsolutely necessary
•• Need to specify what is public participation and the Need to specify what is public participation and the 

level of participationlevel of participation
–– Public input into government decision making processPublic input into government decision making process

•• Access to information on a relevant basisAccess to information on a relevant basis
–– Do everyone need to know everything?Do everyone need to know everything?

•• PP is important because it is part of the decision PP is important because it is part of the decision 
making process that would otherwise making process that would otherwise affect their affect their 
liveslives



WAY FORWARD & WAY FORWARD & 
RECOMMENDATIONSRECOMMENDATIONS

•• Need to develop Need to develop appropriate tools and resourcesappropriate tools and resources to to 
engage more public participationengage more public participation

•• Government offices to have Government offices to have avenues for accessing avenues for accessing 
informationinformation
–– E.g. Libraries, resources centers, GISE.g. Libraries, resources centers, GIS

•• More education and public awareness programs are More education and public awareness programs are 
needed for needed for effective public participationeffective public participation



6. Focus on Climate Change & linking climate 6. Focus on Climate Change & linking climate 
change with other environmental issueschange with other environmental issues

•• Climate change is a Climate change is a survival issuesurvival issue for SIDSfor SIDS
–– Fragile environmentsFragile environments –– coral reefscoral reefs
–– Vulnerable countriesVulnerable countries –– hurricanes, floods, stormshurricanes, floods, storms
–– Sensitive economiesSensitive economies –– externally drivenexternally driven

•• Holistic approachHolistic approach needs to be taken to get the needs to be taken to get the 
support of the widersupport of the wider
–– Climate change, energy, biodiversity, land Climate change, energy, biodiversity, land 

degradation, CZM, etcdegradation, CZM, etc
–– Green Economy of BarbadosGreen Economy of Barbados

•• Linking Linking is necessary from economic and social is necessary from economic and social 
perspectiveperspective
–– Climate change affects environment, economy Climate change affects environment, economy 

and social livesand social lives



HOW …HOW …

•• Join of government offices and communicator Join of government offices and communicator 
groups groups (Jamaica)(Jamaica)

•• National Commission for Protection of the National Commission for Protection of the 
Environment Environment (NCPE (NCPE –– Maldives)Maldives)

•• Linking climate change with natural disasters in Linking climate change with natural disasters in 
disaster management plansdisaster management plans



RECOMMENDATIONSRECOMMENDATIONS

•• Holistic approachHolistic approach needed to address environmental needed to address environmental 
issuesissues

•• Political will and supportPolitical will and support needed for the linking needed for the linking 
process to be effectiveprocess to be effective



7. Successfulness in reaching out to the media7. Successfulness in reaching out to the media

•• Very successfulVery successful in reaching out to the mediain reaching out to the media
–– Lot of environmental issues are often covered in Lot of environmental issues are often covered in 

TV, Radio, Newspapers, etcTV, Radio, Newspapers, etc

•• Establishing a Establishing a good relationship with mediagood relationship with media very very 
importantimportant
–– Media can make you or break you!Media can make you or break you!

•• Establishing Establishing personal relationships with mediapersonal relationships with media
would avoid press of wrong informationwould avoid press of wrong information



SUCCESS…SUCCESS…

•• National media consultation on environment National media consultation on environment 
(Dominica)(Dominica)

•• Weekly news on current affairs Weekly news on current affairs (Kiribati)(Kiribati)

However,However,

Only controversial issues are covered in the media Only controversial issues are covered in the media 
(Grenada)(Grenada)



RECOMMENDATIONSRECOMMENDATIONS

•• Need to do Need to do awareness workshopsawareness workshops and consultations and consultations 
with media to regularly update them with various with media to regularly update them with various 
environmental issuesenvironmental issues

•• Need to Need to train mediatrain media personnel on environmental personnel on environmental 
issuesissues
–– Environmental journalistsEnvironmental journalists



THANK YOU!THANK YOU!
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