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IUCN IUCN –– The World Conservation UnionThe World Conservation Union

A global union of states, government A global union of states, government 
agencies and nonagencies and non--government organisations.government organisations.

Ongoing involvement in climate change Ongoing involvement in climate change 
processes, with emphasis on impacts on processes, with emphasis on impacts on 
biodiversity and sustainable livelihoods.biodiversity and sustainable livelihoods.

Enhanced emphasis on climate change in Enhanced emphasis on climate change in 
20092009--2012 Global Programme.2012 Global Programme.

Establishment of IUCN Regional Office for Establishment of IUCN Regional Office for 
Oceania in Fiji (2006) provides opportunity for Oceania in Fiji (2006) provides opportunity for 
greater engagement on SIDS issues.greater engagement on SIDS issues.

Public participation and community Public participation and community 
engagement a key priority for emerging IUCN engagement a key priority for emerging IUCN 
regional programme for Oceania.regional programme for Oceania.





www.iucn.orgwww.iucn.org/themes/climate/themes/climate



ARTICLE 6, UNFCCC

In carrying out their commitments under 
Article 4, paragraph 1(i), the Parties shall:

(a) Promote and facilitate at the national and, 
as appropriate, subregional and regional 
levels, and in accordance with national 
laws and regulations, and within their 
respective capacities:

[…]

(ii) Public access to information on 
climate change and its effects;

(iii) Public participation in addressing 
climate change and its effects and 
developing adequate responses; 



Principle 10, Rio Declaration 1992Principle 10, Rio Declaration 1992

‘Environmental issues are best handled with the participation of‘Environmental issues are best handled with the participation of all all 
concerned citizens at the relevant level. At the national level concerned citizens at the relevant level. At the national level each each 
individual shall have appropriate access to information concerniindividual shall have appropriate access to information concerning ng 
the environment…. States shall facilitate and encourage public the environment…. States shall facilitate and encourage public 
awareness and participation…. Effective access to judicial and awareness and participation…. Effective access to judicial and 
administrative remedies… shall be provided.’ administrative remedies… shall be provided.’ 



Public Participation PrinciplesPublic Participation Principles

Public participation is inherently 
valuable, as a democratic practice. 

Public participation improves the 
quality of decision-making.

Public participation increases public 
ownership of outcomes. 

Public participation processes provide 
an opportunity for two-way 
communication of information. 

Public participation increases 
accountability and builds partnerships 
for long-term action on climate change.



Implementation of climate change Implementation of climate change 
adaptation should adaptation should utiliseutilise an open, an open, 
transparent and highly participatory transparent and highly participatory 
process that engages the community process that engages the community 
in the exploration of options to reduce in the exploration of options to reduce 
vulnerability and effectively balance vulnerability and effectively balance 
the needs and interests of a variety of the needs and interests of a variety of 
stakeholders.stakeholders.

Community Level Adaptation to Climate Change Action in the PacifCommunity Level Adaptation to Climate Change Action in the Pacific: ic: 
Proceedings of the  Regional Workshop on Community Level AdaptatProceedings of the  Regional Workshop on Community Level Adaptation to ion to 

Climate Change, Climate Change, Suva, Fiji (21Suva, Fiji (21--23 March 2005)23 March 2005)



‘Community participation and consultation ‘Community participation and consultation 
in any development is critical in the Pacific, in any development is critical in the Pacific, 
as the majority of natural resources are as the majority of natural resources are 
community owned’. community owned’. 

SPREP (2006) SPREP (2006) A Guide to Community A Guide to Community 
Vulnerability and Adaptation Assessment and ActionVulnerability and Adaptation Assessment and Action



Public Participation ProcessesPublic Participation Processes

Public participation processes may play an important role at  a Public participation processes may play an important role at  a number of levels:number of levels:

1.1. project level assessmentproject level assessment egeg. adaptation projects, coastal development. adaptation projects, coastal development

2.2. community level planning community level planning egeg. coastal land use planning, water supply. coastal land use planning, water supply

3.3. national plans and policies national plans and policies egeg. relocation and land tenure issues. relocation and land tenure issues

Effective public participation processes integrate community knoEffective public participation processes integrate community knowledge and wledge and 
priorities with national and international knowledge and prioritpriorities with national and international knowledge and priorities.ies.



Locally Appropriate SolutionsLocally Appropriate Solutions

•• integration with existing frameworksintegration with existing frameworks

•• national laws, policies and institutionsnational laws, policies and institutions
egeg. town planning regulations. town planning regulations

•• local authority structureslocal authority structures
egeg. traditional authority of chiefs. traditional authority of chiefs

•• resource constraintsresource constraints

•• leverage community resourcesleverage community resources
egeg. sea wall project in Samoa. sea wall project in Samoa

•• government and donor resourcesgovernment and donor resources
egeg. community adaptation . community adaptation 

projectproject



For more information, contact:For more information, contact:

Pepe ClarkePepe Clarke
Legal AdvisorLegal Advisor
IUCN Regional Office for OceaniaIUCN Regional Office for Oceania

Email: Email: pepepepe..clarkeclarke@@iucniucn.org.org

Website: www.Website: www.iucniucn.org/themes/climate.org/themes/climate


	Overview
	Public Participation Principles

