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Why is methane (CH4) important?  
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Why is methane (CH4) important?  

Over 60% of total 

CH4 emissions come 

from human activities. 

Estimated Global Anthropogenic Methane Emissions by 

Source, 2015 
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Co-Benefits of Methane Reduction 



5 

Global Methane Initiative (GMI) 
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Global Methane Initiative (GMI) 

GMI is a voluntary, multilateral 

partnership that aims to  

reduce methane emissions and to 

advance the abatement, recovery and 

use of methane as a clean energy 

source. 

 

– Established in 2004  

– 42 partner countries + EC 

– Targets five sector-specific areas for 

methane reduction 

• Agriculture  

• Coal Mines  

• Municipal Solid Waste 

• Municipal Wastewater 

• Oil & Gas Systems 

– Cumulative 300 MMTCO2e from GMI-

supported projects 
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Vancouver Expo – March 2013 

 450 attendees from 44 
countries 

 High-level plenary sessions 

 Subcommittee programming 

 Municipal leaders’ forum 

 Side meetings with CCAC 

 Exhibitors showcasing 
technology 
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Sihe Coal Mine - China 

 Largest coal mine methane 
power generation project 

 

 Methane recovered from the 
mine is used to produce 
electricity while heat from the 
exhaust gas is recovered to 
produce steam and hot water 
for mining operations 

 Reduces methane emissions 
by over 40M tons of CO2 
equivalent emissions over 20 
years 
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ONGC 

 Created a robust program to identify, 
quantify, and reduce fugitive methane 
emissions from its gas production 
operations 

 Eliminated 185,000 metric tons of CO2 
equivalent  

 Shares lessons learned across India and 
around the world 
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Challenges & Opportunities 

 Challenges 

– Limited Funding  

– Projects dependent on value of gas or an 

active carbon marketplace 

– Multiple un-coordinated bilateral  

and multi-lateral efforts 

 Opportunities 

– In  2030 -- at or below $0/tonsCO2e: 

about 1 billion tons CO2e across all 

sectors (2 billion at $30/ton) 

– Methane NAMAs?  

– WB pilot auction facility? 

– Post-2015 carbon financing mechanisms? 

2015: A Year for 

Transformation? 
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Thank you! 

Please visit www.globalmethane.org for more 

information on GMI 

 

Contact Information for Administrative Support 

Group: 

Henry Ferland 

Phone: (202) 343-9330 

Email:  Ferland.Henry@epa.gov 

 

 
 

 

http://www.globalmethane.org/
mailto:Ferland.Henry@epa.gov
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Appendix 
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GMI Project Development Cycle 


