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Outline of presentation 
 Framing ecosystem-based adaptation 

 

 Enhancing the resilience of ecosystems to climate change 

 Ensuring continued benefits from GEF interventions related 
to ecosystems (STAP’s climate risk tool for the GEF) 

 

 Using ecosystems as a means for reducing vulnerability and 
enhancing adaptation to climate change 

 Ecosystem-based approaches for supporting adaptation  
(GEF’s preliminary guidelines on ecosystem-based 
adaptation for SCCF/LDCF) 
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Framing ecosystem-based adaptation 

Two dimensions –  

 

1. Making ecosystems more resilient in the face of 
climate change  

 

2. How to use ecosystems more effectively to reduce 
vulnerability to climate change and strengthen socio-
economic systems 

Source: The Economist, 2008 



The context for climate resilience of 
GEF projects: GEF council decision 

“The Council having reviewed documents, Evaluation of 
the GEF Strategic Priority for Adaptation…requested 
the Secretariat to develop and implement 
screening tools. These tools will serve as a first step 
to ensure the mainstreaming and targeting of 
adaptation and resilience, to reduce the risks 
from climate change in GEF focal areas and its 
activities…report in November 2012 on steps 
taken…including indicators for RBM and M&E.” 

 



Climate risk screening tool and resilience 
enhancement measures for GEF 



LDCF and SCCF  
ecosystem-based adaptation 

 Natural resources are important for the LDCF and 
SCCF target countries 

  

 15.5% of sectors prioritized in NAPAs of LDCs focus on 
ecosystems  

 

 Management, conservation and restoration of 
ecosystems, that is informed climate change and 
variability can contribute to climate change resilience 
of vulnerable communities 

 



 

 Operational guidelines on ecosystem-based 

approaches to adaptation  
 

Definition 

Ecosystem-based approaches to adaptation are the use of 

biodiversity and ecosystem services as part of an overall 

adaptation strategy to help people to adapt to the adverse 

effects of climate change 

 

Purpose of the Guidelines 

 To facilitate the access of LDCF and SCCF funds for EbA 
oriented projects 

 Clarifies criteria for projects that intend to employ ecosystem-
based approaches to adaptation  

 

 



1. Identification of communities or development projects or programmes vulnerable to climate change  
 
2. Identification of ecosystems and related ecosystem services necessary for communities and 
development initiatives.  
 
3. Assessment of the status and vulnerability of the identified ecosystems.  
 
4. Using the assessments undertaken (Steps 1-4), establish linkages between humans and ecosystems  
 
5. Development of ecosystem-based approaches for adaptation interventions based on scenario exercises, 
comprehensive assessments and comparison against an array of possible adaptation measures.  
 
6. Develop an action plan for implementation of ecosystem-based approaches to adaptation that is 
aligned with the GEF project criteria.  
 
7. Monitoring and evaluation system that assesses project effectiveness through indicators that measure 
ecosystem health, provision of ecosystem services to the vulnerable populations and reduction in the 
level of climate risks.  

 

 Operational guidelines on ecosystem-based 
approaches to adaptation 
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