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It is considered likely that the predicted incremental
changes in the climate as well as increased frequency of
extreme weather events will impact on the components of
the rail system.

Network Rail has managed a project, Tomorrow’s railway
and climate change adaptation (TRaCCA), funded by the
Rail Safety and Standards Board (RSSB) that assesses a




range of likely climate impacts on railway infrastructure
and operations across the whole of Great Britain’s railway
network.

TRaCCA has assessed the risk of heat and solar energy,
precipitation, wind and sea level rise on railway assets and
operations using a methodology that combines assessment
of climate hazards and the vulnerability of railway
infrastructure to them.

As a result the following major impacts have been
identified:

- Anincrease in the number of days required to
monitor track buckling and an increase in the
frequency of speed restrictions as a result;

- A reduction in productivity for maintenance
workers, due to heat stress;

- A small projected increase in sag of overhead line
equipment;

- An increase of passenger heat stress;

- Increased river and localised flooding leading to
scour and flooding of bridges, embankment scour,
culvert washout, depot flooding and track and
lineside equipment failure;

- Sea level rises and storm surge increases requiring
improved railway flood defences.

TRaCCA has a budget of approximately £750,000 and is
being used to help identify policy changes that will reduce
the potential for billions of pounds of losses in terms of
railway performance and damage that would be incurred
without any adaptation. TRaCCA has already led to
changes in Drainage and Bridge Specifications to cater for
climate change impacts for these ‘long life’ assets.

Click for the TRaCCA Phase 1 Report
Click for the National Rail Adaptation Report for Government
Click for further information on the RSSB
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http://www.rssb.co.uk/sitecollectiondocuments/pdf/reports/research/T925_rb_final.pdf
http://archive.defra.gov.uk/environment/climate/documents/adapt-reports/06road-rail/network-rail.pdf
http://www.rssb.co.uk/

Extreme flooding - Summer 2007 at Adlestrop near Moreton-in-Marsh
Source: National Rail Adaptation Report for Government (link above)
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